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MARINE TRIBUTE 


So when we reach the Isle of Japan 
With our caps at a jaunty tilt, 
We'll enter the City of Tokyo 


On the road the Seabees built. 


— 3rp MARINE DIVISION 


2npD RAIDER REGIMENT 


IN 


TRIBUTE 


OUR SKIPPER 
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COMMANDER FRANK 
HIGHLEY MAN 


Commander Highleyman was 
born in Kansas City, Kansas on 
8 November, 1899, He admits to 
an uneventful boyhood but as a 
young man he had his share of 
World War I, serving with the 
British Army as a private from 
1917 to 1919 in France, Meso- 
potamia, Egypt, India and Italy. 

On his return to civilian life, 
Commander Highleyman took 
the degree of Bachelor of Sei- 
ence in Civil Engineering at the 
University of Wyoming. 

The “Skipper” embarked on 
his Navy career 25 November, 
1942, after engineering experi- 
ence which included design and 
construction supervision of rail- 
roads, highways, dams, irriga- 
tion projects, airports, and can- 
tonments. 

Commander Highleyman’s 
home is in Ogallala, Nebraska. 
He is married to the former 
Nelle Searle of Ogallala and the 
father of two children, Patricia 


and Searle. 


LizuT. COMMANDER ARVID 
F. Parson 


The 63rd NCB’s_ executive 
officer was born 14 October, 1903, 
in Morley, Michigan, but soon 
transferred his allegiance to the 
Far West. He is a graduate of 
Kelso High School, Kelso, Wash- 
ington, and in 1925 earned a 
Bachelor of Science degree in 
Civil Engineering from Oregon 
State College. He is a member of 
Lambda Chi Alpha fraternity. 

Commander Parson _ spent 
eight years in railroad construc- 
tion and maintenance with the 
Southern Pacific in Oregon, Cali- 
fornia, Texas, Arizona’ and 
Louisiana. This was followed by 
two years as a logging railway 
engineer in the Northwest and a 
period of eight years as a bridge 
construction engineer for the 
Oregon State Highway Depart- 
ment. 

A reserve officer in the Army 
Engineers for ten years, Com- 
mander Parson forsook his Army 
background, however, to become 
a member of the Navy Civil En- 


gineer Corps on 7 October, 1942. 


His wife and three children, 
Marilyn, Carolyn and George, 
greeted him on his return from 


duty. 


OUR EXEC. 


ete tee 


IRA 
CLARENCE 
HowarpD 


CM2/e 


5 September 1943 


IN MEM 


HAROLD 
DEWEY 
ROSENDALE 
MM1/e 
19 August 1943 


JOHN 
DouGLas 
BENT 
Ptrl/e 
14 October 1943 


Hucu 
DANIEL 
KELLACKEY 


CM3/e 
6 March 1945 


A MESSAGE FROM THE 
COMMANDER 


T is difficult to evaluate in words what 1, your Commander, feel when con- 

sidering the worth of your work, your devotion to duty, and your spirit of 

“Can Do” under the trying and hazardous conditions of our tour of duty as the 
63rd Naval Construction Battalion. 


What we have accomplished together has been noted and praised by men in 
positions of greater authority than mine, But, in my mind, your work stands 


alone — a memorial sufficient in itself. With that feeling in my heart I extend 
to every man my deep gratitude and appreciation for his efforts on behalf of 


the battalion. 


You have seen fit to dedicate this volume to your Commander and to your 
Executive Officer. Lt. Comdr. Parson joins in the expression of my thanks for 
this great tribute. We realize, however, that this sterling record of accomplish- 
ment could not have been attained without the constant co-operation of all 
hands. For that reason we humbly surrender the dedication to you. 


It is my grateful wish that each of you enjoy in the years to come the 
happiness and contentment which come from good health, prosperity, peace. 
and the serene knowledge of accomplishment. 


Well done, officers and men of the 63rd Naval Construction Battalion! 


COMMENDATIONS RECEIVED BY 
THE BATTALION 


NAB/P15 
Serial 258 


UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET 
SOUTH PACIFIC AREA 
U. S. NAVAL ADVANCED BASE, EMIRAU 


C/O Fleet Post Office 


San Francisco, Calif. 
24 May, 1944 


From: Commander Naval Base, Emirau 


To: Officer in Charge, 18th Construction 
Regiment. 


Subject: Commendation for progress of con- 
struction, NAB, Emirau. 


1. Although this base was occupied on 20 
March 1944, the Construction Personnel and 
equipment were not landed until 25 March 
1944 and work could not be considered as 
definitely underway until 1 April 1944. From 
that day until present date two 7000’ airstrips 
with all attendant requisites including three 
taxiway systems, shops, camps, avgas farm and 
tanker fill point, Naval base facilities includ- 
ing PT Base, four piers, three unloading 
beaches, including finger pier arrangement 
equivalent to a pontoon dock, approximately 


35-40 miles of permanent all weather road and 
many other projects too numerous to mention 
have been successfully and effectively com- 
pleted by due dates, many being anticipated. 


2. The accomplishment of such a great 
construction program, so successfully, indi- 
cates excellent planning for the movement 
and utilization of materials and indicates 
close co-ordination and co-operation of the 
battalions comprising the regiment. 


3. The fact that no one battalion was more 
outstanding in the performance of its work 
than any other battalion is indicative of ex- 
cellent teamwork. For their work, all bat- 
talions, the 27th, 61st, 63rd, 77th and 88th, 
are commended for their driving efforts and 
successful accomplishments. All personnel of 
the battalions to the last man are responsible 
that no comments other than good can be 
made regarding the construction work at this 
base. 

4. For your information, the word has 
been passed unofficially to me from higher 
authority that these airfields, these camps, 
these roads and these facilities are the best 
in the area. Certainly, they are excellent and 
have been effected in quick time. 


~ 


5. There is much satisfaction in this com- 
mand in serving with construction personnel 
such as yours who are effective doers. Please 
pass this word to all under your command — 
“Another real Seabee job —— well done to the 
18th Regiment composed of the five battalions 
above. 

E. R. WILKINSON 


HEADQUARTERS ISLAND COMMAND 
Office of the Commanding General 


APO 198 
San Francisco, Calif. 
AG 201.22 
4 July 1944 


SUBJECT: Commendation 


TO: Commander Frank Highleyman, 
CEC-USNR, 63rd Naval Construc- 
tion Battalion (Thru: Com- 
mander, NAB), Fleet Post Office 
3220. 


1. I wish to commend you, the commander 
of the 63rd Naval Construction Battalion, and 
your organization for the superior perform- 
ance of all duties incident to the planning and 
construction of Headquarters Island Com- 


mand, APO 198. 


2. While all members of your organization 
performed very excellent services, the follow- 
ing were outstanding in the accomplishment 
of special features of the project and deserve 
special commendation for their fine co-opera- 
tion, energetic conduct of work, ability and 
improvise fixtures of beauty and utility from 
very limited materials, and a high standard 
of workmanship in their respective special- 
ties: 


Lieutenant John H. Hall, CEC, USNR, 
project director. 

Lieutenant (jg) Clarence R. Pearson, CEC, 
USNR, assistant to project director. 

W.O, George G. LaConte, CEC, USNR, in 
charge of plumbing. 

C.C.M. William J. Vasey, USNR, in charge 
of carpentry. 

C.E.M. R. E, Skinner, USNR, in charge of 


electrical work. 


/s/ Leonarp R. Boyp 
Brigadier General, U.S.A., 
Commanding. 


OR contributing materially to the success- 
ful occupation of Emirau Island (St. 
Mathias group, off the Admiralties), Comdr. 
William W. Studdert, CEC, USNR, was 


awarded the Bronze Star medal. 


The citation, signed by Admiral William F. 
Halsey, USN, said in part, “ ... Commander 
Studdert was responsible for the development 
of the airfields, roads and the naval base at 
Emirau. Through his brilliant leadership and 
tireless efforts, these installations were con- 
structed in the minimum of time, despite ad- 
verse weather conditions and inadequate 
transportation facilities. By his skillful plan- 
ning and ready cooperation with other units, 
he contributed materially to the successful 
occupation of the island and the development 
of its facilities.” 


The commanding general of the island, 
Brigadier General Leonard R. Boyd, USA, 
also commended Comdr. Studdert and _ the 
Seabee regiment under his command for the 
planning and construction of Headquarters 
Island Command. 


“In all stages of the project, including the 
selection of the site, clearing of the area, prep- 
aration of plans for all buildings and installa- 
tions, procurement of materials of great 
scarcity and the maintenance of a very high 
standard of craftsmanship in all activities,” 
General Boyd wrote, “you and those assisting 
you have brought great credit to the Construc- 
tion Regiments and Battalions of the United 
States Navy.” 


CITATIONS 


DANIEL J. CORBETT BM 2/c 


“Disregarding personal safety!” 


How often we hear these words as thousands 
of American men, unused to war’s alarms, 
utilize their native courage and characteristic 
initiative to turn failure into suecess — death 
into life. 


Officers and men of the 63rd Naval Con- 
struction Battalion are, therefore, proud that 
among them was a man possessed of the 
Soldier’s Medal for heroism in the face of 
disaster. 


That man is Daniel J. Corbett, BM 2/e of 
Company A, Platoon 6. His home is at 11515 
Beulah Street, Cleveland, Ohio. 


His story is brief — as brief and as thrilling 
as the crisis it recounts —- but Corbett dis- 
misses his deed casually with the understate- 
ment peculiar to heroes: “Anyone else would 
have done the same thing.” 


Here is that “same thing” as contained in a 
citation from the Commanding General, XIII 


AAF Fighter Command: 
“Daniel J. Corbett, BM 2/c, disregarding his 


ve 
personal safety, was successful in extricating 
the pilot from an airplane that was burning 
fiercely as a result of a crash and from which 
ammunition was exploding. His cool and cour- 
ageous action is in keeping with the highest 
traditions of the armed services.” 


Corbett received the citation and Soldier’s 
Medal from Commander Frank Highleyman 
at the dedication of the 63rd Battalion Chapel 
on Emirau Island in April 1944. Lt. Joseph 
W. Lyons, Chaplain, presided at the Inter- 
denominational service. 


RICHARD H. MAURER, MM 3/c 


Even though misguided, human effort has 
often been known to surmount the highest 
peaks of glory and accomplishment. Witness 
the “glorious failures” of Galipoli and of 
Custer’s last stand. 


Such is the story, in minor key, of Richard 
H. Maurer, MM 3/c, of Company B. Platoon 
6, who was cited for the Navy Silver Star be- 
cause of distinguished service in the attack 
near Bairoka Harbor, at Munda, by the Ist 
Marine Raider Regiment. 


A resident of Seattle, Wash., before becom- 
ing a member of the 63rd Naval Construction 
Battalion, Maurer made many friendships 
among the Marine Raiders when they were 
encamped close by on Guadalcanal. 


When the Raiders embarked for their his- 
toric attack, Maurer slipped aboard without 
permission of his superior officers. The gravity 
of his offense, for which he was ultimately 
brought to trial, was extenuated, however, by 
his gallant actions during the attack. 


From Marine sources it was learned that 
Maurer, attaching himself to a machine gun 
crew, serviced and manned the gun with 
devastating effect upon the enemy when all 
other members of the crew had been killed or 
disabled by mortar fire. He continued by his 
eun until reinforcements arrived. 


The Marine officer in charge was enthusi- 
astic in praise of Maurer’s performance and it 


was he who instituted citation proceedings. 
JOHN V. KOSCHAK, MM 3/e 


The fact that Seabees “Can Do” is well 
enough known by now to be militarily axio- 
matic but only on rare occasions outside 
actual combat does the Seabee “do” at the 
risk of life and limb. 


This was the opportunity of John V. Kos- 
chak, MM 3/c, a resident of Chisholm, Minn., 
member of Company C, who placed his life 
in jeopardy to preserve that of another on 


13 August 1944. 


Koschak was one of a crew unloading a 
30-ton power shovel from a lighter at Emirau 
Island, Finding it necessary to fuel the mon- 
ster machine before it could be trundled down 
the landing ramp, a hose line was stretched. 
All went well until, in some unexplained 
manner, fuel ignited and enveloped two men 
in flames. 


In panic and with clothing ablaze, one 
leaped from the ship to a dock where the 
flames were extinguished. The other, however, 
jumped into deep water where he immedi- 
ately found himself in difficulties. 


Here it was, in the stress of sudden spurts 
of flame and in imminent danger should the 
shovel’s fuel tanks explode, that Koschak 
became a part of the 63rd Battalion’s tradi- 
tion of service. Fishing the injured man from 
the water and assisting him to a place of 
safety, Koschak finished his task just in ad- 
vance of more wreathing sheets of flame from 
heat-tortured fuel tanks. 


Both of the fire victims recovered, but one, 
at least, is probably on earth today because of 
the unselfish devotion to duty and disregard 
of personal safety evidenced by Koschak. 

Koschak lives with his wife and child at 


121144—6th St, S.W., Chisholm, Minn. 
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SAGA OF THE SEABEE’S 


C AN Do, Will Do... Did! Those few words 
encompass a volume in description of 
accomplishments credited to the Navy’s fight- 
ing Seabees. 
Neither 
hairy-eared cannoneers; neither assault troops 


foot-slogging infantrymen nor 


nor man 0° war’s men, yet members of the 
Naval all of 


these, plus possessors of vital “know how” to 


Construction Battalions were 
make possible Uncle Sam’s crushing blows 
against the Axis on the widest fronts in world 
history. 

The global war's Seabees were a compara- 
tively new arm of the national first line of 
offense and defense: a force of a quarter-mil- 
lion strong, skilled in the arts of peace and 
the of 
which came to share with the marines the 


newer science destruction: a foree 


famous slogan “First to Fight”. 

The job of the Seabees was to build advance 
bases where stores of the fleet were kept. 
There the fighting ships refueled, took on 
provisions and ammunition. From airstrips 
constructed by Seabees went the first Army 
and Navy forays to bring havoc and death 
to enemy installations. 

The late SecNay, Frank Knox, was proud 
of the Seabees. He told newspapermen that 
at Tarawa the Seabees disembarked with the 
first wave, were working while the fighting 
was going on, and had the airfield in com- 
mission with planes taking off four days after 
the initial assault. Landings in Africa, Sicily, 
Italy, the Aleutians and those in the vast 
Pacific area, saw the Seabees on the beaches 
with the first outfits. Mr. Knox recalled that 
one of the first two officers killed at Salerno 
was a Seabee. 

A primary task was to build bases in the 
South Pacific so that ships bearing U.S. troops 
and supplies to beleaguered Australia could 
fuel and provision. Before this logistical neces- 
sity could be accomplished, however, Seabees 
emplaced guns and prepared to defend their 
bases. 

The attack by U. S. forces at Guadalcanal 
was the start of a campaign to reduce the 
outer perimeter of Jap defenses in which as- 
sault troops and Seabees hopped from island 
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to island up “the slot” toward final assaults 
on the Philippines and the Jap homeland. 
Meanwhile Seabees established Aleutian bases 
to harass Nippon from the other extremity. 

Even before bases were taken by our forces, 
Seabees had the job of getting supplies ashore. 
This involved not only rugged stevedoring 
but also the construction of temporary and 
permanent docks and other landing facilities. 
Once supplies were ashore Seabees were called 
upon to move them off the beaches into depots 
and bivouac areas prepared by other Seabees. 
This also entailed construction of roads over 
which normal and emergency transport could 
move with speed and safety. 

Once established on the ground, Seabees 
started building the advance base. Construe- 
tion was of infinite variety, including airfields, 
hangars, barracks, machine shops and storage 
facilities. Seabees dammed mountain streams, 
dug wells, and set up water-purification ap- 
paratus. They installed telephone and elec- 
trical systems, loudspeaker air-raid and fire 
warning systems, refrigeration plants, malaria 
control works, cantonments, hospitals and re- 
pair shops to handle everything from dam- 
aged warships to broken machine guns, 

In short, Seabees were charged with the 
establishment and maintenance of adyance 
bases, the important tasks of providing safe, 
clean and comfortable quarters for garrison 
troops which arrived later, These installations 
helped make Uncle Sam’s troops the best-fed, 
healthiest and “hottest” fighters in the world. 
Much of this work was completed in record 
time under conditions which remain inde- 
scribable and incomprehensible to those at 
home. 

Salvage dumps were treasure troves to in- 
ventive Seabees. Faced with a shortage of 
machinery, they proved that “necessity is the 
mother of invention.” Such ingenuity had its 
reward in ice cream in tropical jungles and 
added warmth in the fog-shrouded, cold waste- 
lands of the Aleutians. 


Seabees often were detached and sent in 
units away from their bases on special work. 
Thus, the aircraft carrier “Enterprise” was 
repaired while en route to battle and return, 


The Seabees aboard her for that purpose were 
working while the vessel was in combat. 


As part of their day’s work Seabees saved 
troops from a bombed ship off Sicily by jam- 
ming a causeway between their rescuing craft 
and the doomed vessel. Another ship was 
bombed and a team of four Seabees pulled 
90 survivors from the water. Meanwhile, Sea- 
bees went about their job of unloading sup- 
plies and also salvaged 100 small boats which 
had been expended in creating the invasion 
beachhead. 


Seabees adapted themselves to whatever 
materials and supplies were available. Thus, 
after oil drums had been emptied, Seabees 
used them for culverts along swamp roads, 
hot cake grills, ice cream freezers, trusses to 
reinforce building construction, buoyants for 
rafts and even for a small floating drydock, 
basins, tubs, piping and rip-rapping; drums 
were flattened by rollers to make roofing ma- 
terial, filled with sand and used as baffles for 
buildings. 


One of the special Seabee battalions trained 
particularly for the job of getting supplies 
ashore has been commended four times by an 
Army commander, a naval base commander, 
a marine commander and a Navy service 
squadron commander. One of the naval officers 
said the work of this battalion “helped elim- 
inate one of the principal bottlenecks to the 
war effort in the South Pacific”. 


Another battalion made possible one of the 
springboards to attack in the New Guinea 
offensive by carving an airfield out of dense 
tropical jungle under torrential rains in 13 
days. During the first 11 days, 1614 inches of 
rain fell. The fighting builders landed early 
on the morning of 2 July 1943 and by 0700 
work was under way while supplies were still 
being unloaded. Huge trees were dynamited 
and bulldozers burrowed their way through 
the dense undergrowth. Work continued 24 
hours a day in spite of the deluge and bomb- 
ings by the Japs. By 14 July a 3,000 foot run- 
way 150 feet wide had been surfaced with 18 
inches of crushed coral rock and was ready 
for use. 


The Seabees defended what they built — 
defended their installations with their lives 


ll 


if necessary. Times changed indeed from the 
day the Japs rained fire and ruin upon the 
helpless civilian construction workers at 
Wake, Guam, Cavite and elsewhere. After he 
arrived, the Seabee could grab a gun, grenade 
or anti-aircraft shell just as easily as he could 
use his saw, wrench, sledge or other tools of 
his craft. Pearl Harbor and its aftermath em- 
phasized the need for just such an organiza- 


tion. 


Capt. John Perry (CEC) USN, prepared 
and launched the Seabee plan. For his out- 
standing work he received the Legion of 
Merit award. 


In October 1941 the Navy Department ap- 
proved the organization of an experimental 
construction company of 99 men. This was the 
genesis of the Seabees but it was not until 
28 December 1941 that Rear Admiral Ben 
Moreell, USN, chief of the Bureau of Yards 
and Docks, officially inaugurated the Seabees. 
The popular name, however, was not officially 
adopted until 17 March 1942. Battalion per- 


sonnel included more than 55 assorted trades 
and crafts. 


Seabees have had the praise of all their 
fellow fighting men; their deeds have written 
glorious new pages in the history of man’s 
striving for liberty. But perhaps the highest 
praise has come from the late Commander in 
Chief, President Roosevelt, who said: 


“T have followed with personal interest and 
admiration your record of achievements at 
home and on all our fighting fronts ... Your 
war effort is outstanding because you accom- 
plish three great purposes which enable our 
fighting men to carry on the offensive. You 

Do tw] . 
build, you fight, and you repair. You are pre- 
pared to repeat the operation wherever neces- 
sary — you go forward together. I congratu- 
late you and wish you good luck and God 

br) ; 
speed. 


Many Seabees answered their country’s eall 
as soon as it was made, burning with desire 
to fight with the weapons they knew how to 
use best. Some were youngsters but the major- 
ity were men with families — men in their 
thirties and forties. To all these fighting 
builders goes a vital share of the credit for 
literally “Axing the Axis.” 


CHRONOLOGICAL LOG OF 63rd NCB. 


1942 
Dec. 7 


for Camp Peary on second anniyersary of 


Departure of potential 63rd Seabees 


Pearl Harbor. 


Dec. 8 


of personnel. 


Arrival at Camp Peary for majority 


1943 
Jan. 4—Officers arrive for training with the 
battalion. 


Jan. 9—Death of Norman Shandy, CM 3/ce in 
automobile accident while en route to Wil- 
liamsburg on liberty pass. 

March 1—Battalion commissioned at end of 
advanced training. 


March 2—Battalion entrains for unknown 


destination. 

March 4—Arrival at Camp Holladay, Ad- 
vanced Base Receiving Barracks, Gulfport, 
Mississippi. 

March 4-14—Majority of personnel home on 
leave. 


March 20—Battalion entrains for undisclosed 
destination. 

March 23—Arrival at Camp Rousseau, Ad- 
vance Base Depot, Port Hueneme, Calif. 


March 24—Personnel not previously favored 
start ten-day leaves. 

April 2—Leaves expire. 

April 24—Advance party of three officers and 
12 men embark on SS. Stanford White for 
undisclosed destination. 


Xpril 28—Battalion secured to camp area. 


April 29—Advance party embarks on SS. 
MormacGull. 
April 30—Main contingent sails at 1558 PWT 


aboard SS. Mormacport. 


May 6—Neptunus Rex holds court as main 
contingent crosses equator, 


May 14—Mornaeport anchors in harbor near 
Lautoka, Fiji Islands, at 0900. 


May 15—Mormacgull anchors in Fijian har- 


bor at 1130. 
May 20—Stanford White arrives at Fijis. 
May 29—Battalion transfers to USS LaSalle. 


at 
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June 2—Departure from Fijis aboard USS 
LaSalle. 

June 4—Arrival at Noumea, New Caledonia. 

June 7—Departure, in convoy, from Noumea. 

June 10—Convoy attacked at night by Jap 
planes. 

June 11—Arrival at Tetere Beach, Guadal- 
canal, at 1100. 

June 12—First air alerts; conditions red he- 
tween 0530-0600 and 1130-1230. 


June 15—Conditions red 1950-2035. 


June 16—Jap day raid set fire to SS. Salinas 
and an LST. Men collected first Jap plane 
souvenirs and saw first dead Jap pilot. Jap 
planes shot down total 96. 

June 26—Between June 15 and 26 five condi- 


tions red logged, in early-morning hours. 


June 27—Two unarmed 63rd Seabees. O. F. 
Maley and A. B. Banjai disarm two Japan- 
ese soldiers on jungle trail, killing one by 
bashing in his head with the Jap’s own 
rifle. The other escapes despite Seabee 
efforts to bring him down with shots from 
unfamiliar Japanese rifles. 

July 12-—In the period from July 5 to 12 
there was at least one condition red each 
day. The raid at 2130 on July 11th bombed 
the Marine camp adjacent to the 63rd. Sey- 
eral men suffered minor hurts diving into 
foxholes. 

July 19—On the four nights from July-16-19, 
there were 10 air raids. 


August 18—Between August 1 and 18 there 
were 10 conditions red, highlighted by a big 
raid on August 13, Friday, during which SS. 
John Penn was bombed and sunk at an- 
chorage after discharging troops and cargo. 


August 19—Harold D. Rosendale, SF 1/e, 
Toledo, Ohio, dies in Mobile Hospital 8, of 


illness. 


August 31—Completion of troop movement 
to new camp near Henderson Field. 


Sept. 1—Camp awakened at 0200 by violent 
explosion which proved to be a damaged 
U. S. bomber exploding over the camp. 
Plane crashed offshore. 


Sept. 2—New 63rd theater opens with concert 
by band. 


Sept. 4—Log entry of this date reads: “Boys 
started drinking raisin jack.” 

September 5—Approximate date of the death 
of Ira L. Howard, CM 2/e aboard ship be- 
ing evacuated from Guadalcanal because of 
illness. 

Sept. 17—Mrs. Roosevelt visits island. 

Sept. 20—Carney Field damaged and planes 
destroyed on ground by 55th air raid since 
63rd reached Guadalcanal. 

Sept. 21—Two Jap bombers shot down by 


one Yank 
searchlight attack. Souvenirs plentiful as 


night-fighter in spectacular 


planes crash near 63rd camp. 


Sept. 30—Twelve conditions red during sep- 
tember. 

Oct. 11—Four conditions red this day. Ship 
bombed and burned at Koli Point. 

Oct. 13—Yank plane alerted area. Fired on 
twice but finally established identity and 
landed badly damaged on Carney Field. 

Oct. 24—John D. Bent, Ptr 1/c, killed in 
truck collision about 1830. Donald J. Crook- 
ston, CM 3/c, and James L. Campbell, S1/ce, 


injured. 


Nov. 26—Hell’s Point Ammunition Dump re- 
ported afire at noon. At 1310 personnel 
ordered to wear steel helmets. Camp later 
evacuated of enlisted personnel. Emergency 
lasts 13 hours. 

Dec. 25—Christmas featured by turkey din- 
ner, special church services and address by 
Commander Highleyman. 

Dec. 31—Three conditions red during De- 
cember. 


1944 
Jan. 26—Embark on USS. Pinckney. 


Feb. 1—Disembark at Auckland, N. Z. 


Feb. 28—Battalion dance and farewell party 


at Town Hall, Auckland. 


Mar. 1—Embarkation on USS. Rixey. Depar- 
ture 0600. 


Mar. 3—Arrive at Noumea, New Caledonia, 


at 1610. 


Mar. 7—Disembark at Guadalcanal. 
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Mar. 14—One hundred replacements report 
on board from Casual Draft 2234, 
Mar. 


20—First echelon embarks for Emirau. 


Mar. 30—Main body disembarks at Emirau. 
Apr. 8—Condition red from 0100 to 0110. 
Apr. 13—Condition red from 1800 to 1810. 
Apr. 27—Condition red from 0202 to 0213. 


June 22—Rear echelon arrives from Guadal- 
canal. 


June 27—Twenty-five replacements report on 
board. 


Sept. 16—Embark for Manus. 
Sept. 17—Disembark at Manus. 


Nov. 10—Mount Hood ammunition ship dis- 


aster. 


1945 
Jan. 29—Condition red from 2100 to 2115. 


Feb. 27—Camp evacuated because of fire 
aboard ammunition ship moored to Mount 
Hood Dock. No damage. Fire secured within 
two hours. 


March 6—Death by accidental electrocution 


of Hugh D. Kellackey. 


March 7 — Commander Highleyman  an- 
nounces cancellation of plans to return to 
U.S.A., announcing Manila as next stop for 


63rd. 

March 13—Replacements, numbering 137 sea- 
men and firemen report on board. 

March 24—SS. Sutro sails from Manus with 
heavy equipment. 

March 26—SS. Mexico clears Manus harbor 
with 63rd personnel. 

April 8—Disembark at Manila. 

April 9—Tents erected for all hands. 

April 30—Second 


WACS and Filipino nurses as guests. 


anniversary dance with 

July 17—Replacements transferred to other 
battalions but assigned to 63rd NCB tem- 
porarily. 

July 20—Battalion secured at 1630. Replace- 
ments assigned to 35th NCB details. 

July 22—Inactivation order read to personnel 
at theater by Comdr,. Highleyman. 


July 24—Battalion embarks for trip to U.S.A. 


Aug. 15—Battalion arrives at San Francisco 


at 0345. 


63°" NAVAL CONSTRUCTION BATTALION 


BATTALION 
OFFICERS 


Lt. J. H. Hall 


Lt. R. A. Burgess 


Lt. L. E. Devon 


Lt. G. D. Karsant (DC) 


Lt. T. B. Skrla’’ 
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Lt. Comdr. G. L. 
McCarthy (MC) 


Lt. W. P. Bliffert 


Lt. P. J. McGovern (MC) 


Lt. W. H. Newell 


Lt. C. W. Schurrer 


Lt. W. D. Burger 


Lt. (jg) W. A. Thompson 


Ee 


Lt. (jg) E. J. Waring 


CWO C. F. Bates 


CWO H. L. Arnold 


CWO J. Greenshields 


CWO C. C, Carpenter 


16 


Lt. (jg) J. A. Storer 


CWO G. J. LaConte 


CWO W. J. Bashaw 


Lt. (jg) C. R. Pearson 


Lt. (jg) E. W. Eden, Jr. 


CWO J. W. McLaughlin 


CWO R. W. Hinklin 


u 
- 


Lt. A. T. Lundquist y WO W. R. Hartmann 


Lt. W. B. James Lt. (jg) I. N. Mayfield Ens. W. P. Collier ~ 


Lt. Comdr. R. S. Gillette Lt. H. R. Giordano Ut. Hermes Lt. (jg) G. E. Whitaker 


Lt. H. S. Klepper Lt. B. M. Martin 
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COMPANY A CPO’S 


Frank Dean C. R. Miller Stark Allen G. J. Brevick R. E. Nogle C. IL. Quam 


C. Richardson R. W. Heald R. A. Rogers J. H. Johnson R. I. Gardner E. P. Doyle 


V9 


‘ 


W. H. Moore T. R. Denton L. E. O’Brien J. J. Dallas G. E. Strand H. D. Caplan 


COMPANY A, Platoon 
1 —(Left to right) Front 
row: Nelson, G. E., Burch, 
J. C., Olson, E. K., Ijams, 
V. M., Nowakowski, T.., 
Curtin D. A. Second row: 
Worland, B. A., Perci- 
field, W. G.. Moher, J. F., 
Schweitzer, R., Carlson. 
C. Ly. Rustiv, R. L. Third 
row: Williams, G. A., 
Daigre, L. J., Barton, B. 
W., Rockwell, F., Fisher, 


L. H. Fourth row: Wat- 


kins OM... «Biggs, A., 
Love, J. H., Grossman, M. 
J., Libal, A. W. Fifth row: 
Black, J. E., Williford, J. 
H., Picolet, F. C., Pursell, 
Poe iryine, J. E: 


COMPANY A 
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COMPANY A, Platoon 
2—(Left to right) Front 
row: Tinsley, R. E., Blum, 
O. E., Shattuck, A. F., 
Stanley, W. V., Hemond, 
L. J., Klauk, N. P. Second 
row: Love, P. M., Trafals, 
J., Basista, J. J., Bowen, 
O. A., Lutz, W. H., Den- 
eau, F. J. Third row: 
Suhr, A. F., Patton, G. F., 
Lester, L.. Cochran, H. 
L., Hirscher, A. G., Lako- 
sil, J. G. Fourth row: 
Yerington, R. A., Cash, 
H. G., Beck, G. P., Stollt, 
J. G., Rice, T.. B. Fifth 


row: Brobst, H. E., Bon- 


bime-P oy. brisé. J. a, 
Ernst. G. C., Sucher, B. 
orgs 


| 
} 
| 


COMPANY A., Platoon 
1—(Left to right) Front 
row: Whalen, J., Landry, 
ao Ps. Labner. .S.* A. 
Macom, R., Malloy, E. P., 
Sazima, R. A., Wright, 
4 D Second row: 
Gabriel, F. D., Hagan, V. 
J.. Clark, C. L., Locke, W. 


H., Ponnwitz, A. F., Far- 


rell, D. V. Third row: 
Little, L. D.. Sloan, J. H., 
Lloyd, mh. Weigle, i 
E., Schmidt, H. L., Boyd, 
R A. Fourth row: Worf, 
WV E., Canoles, C se 
Maly, O. F., Reilly, A. J., 
Graves, R. S., Hanephin, 
J. E. Fifth row: Elder, W 
f Myers, H. W., Whit- 
man, W. L., Dudley, T. 
W., Lessard, R. J., Kugler, 
G. H 
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COMPANY A, Platoon 
3 —(Left to right) Front 
row: Bollinger, C. E., 
Dodds, R. C., Favre, A. E.., 
Oberender, D. T., Davis, 
H. W., Hyder, H. B 
Second row: Evans, H. 
P., Leinninger, A. G., 
Schultz, L. J.. Drummond, 
C. F..* Johnson. 5G: 
Banjai, A. B. Third row: 
Johnson, J. W., Wolf, N. 
R., Wohl, T. G.. Gray, H., 
Borkowiez, S. A. Amyot, 
W. A, Fourth row: 
Spaulding. J. G., West- 
ling, N. W., Slater, P. R., 
Wheeler, J. C., Williams, 
G. S., White, J. E. Fifth 
row: Gwin, G. W., Ryan, 


J. J., Preneta, F. J., Beg- 


ley, B. B., Patterson, R. 
D., Gunther, C, B. 


COMPANY A, Platoon 
5 —(Left to right) Front 
row: Melton, A. C., Moen, 
B. R., McGowan, J., Rich- 
ards, R. St. C., Emerich, 
E., Peterson, H. A. Second 
row: Bergh, L. W., Can- 
trell, J. F., Greenhagen, 
M. F., Baker, J. A., Den- 
no, A. J., Bauer, C. M. 
Third row: Henderson, R. 


bow Michaud “A. <A, 


Thompson, G. W., True- 


man, R. E., Rego, L. B., 
Mayer, P. W. Fourth row: 
Emond, E. G., Mulch, W. 
DotZem,' 8. RR... Vogt, M- 
F., Suchocki, P. P. Fifth 


row: Malcolm, M. W., 


Sparks, R. H., Wray, E., 
Ginnicks, H., Whitten, L. 
O. 


COMPANY A, Platoon 
6 —(Left to right) Front 
row: Berg, E. A., Park- 
man, J. F., Robinson, E. 
B., Roberts, W. H., Carter, 
Catan VenOopil,. (i. tds. 
Cook, R. C. Second row: 
Shaffell, R. J., Richard, 
R. Ri. Boron; K. —E.. 
Hughes, W. E., Cahen, G 
H., Howell, N. M. Third 
row: Kirchner, E. A., 
Zickuhr, A. P., Anderson 
R. C., Witkowski, E. J., 
Cook, E. L., Lucey. J. H.., 
Carter, H. R. Fourth row: 


Capen, R., Smith, W. C., 
Elrod, R. G., Miller. S. F.. 
Weedman, D. E., Morell. 
H. P. Fifth row: White, 
W. H., Streb, W. J., Di- 
Gabriele, W. J., Federico, 
D. J., Reed, S. L., Delap, 


S. R. 
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COMPANY B CPO’S 


G. V. Hillock 


T. P. Jones 


L. M. Larson K. T. Carter D. P. McBride D. D. Cates M. E. Fisher E. L. Wade 


J. W. Miller J. A. Seavatta J. L. Bargar J..C. Wall M. J. McDonald G. L. Judy 


Robert Bleir E. T. Johnson J. M. Campbell H. C. Cain R. J. Flick B. A. Bealey 


COMPANY B, Platoon 
1 —(Left to right) Front 


row: Martin, F. P., Bur- 


nell, W. F., Robertson, J. 


T., Whitman, L, V., Sur- 


awski, B. S. Second row: 
Bristow, R. S., Kane, H. 
W., Smith, A, L., Darsch, 
D. A., Allen, B. C. Third 
row: Hardin, W. T., 
Staricka, D., Pryor, W. C., 
Roberts, J. C., Marlatt, G. 
F. Fourth row: Bond, Y. 
G., Wiese, L. L., West. H. 
M., Conway, C. G., Taylor, 
R. V. Fifth row: Byrne, 
J. J.. Lott, G. F., Barrows, 
Sieh Lodson:«.As KR, 
Shewmaker, D. W. 


COMPANY B 
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COMPANY B, Platoon 
2—(Left to right) Front 
row: Michel, T. F., Baker. 


E. G., Beardon, C.. Rick- 


etts, C. M., Sulzbach, R. 
F.. Ocker, R. G. Second 


row: Tull, C. L., Schnoe- 


belen, U. C., Beineke, H. 
P.. Wierzbicki, F. i. 
Wright, H. B., Helfrick, 
A. G. Third row: Jackels. 
KR. Brauner, J. i. 
Reams, L. I., Jensen, G.. 
Mahanes, E. M.. Pfeifer, 
W. H. Fourth row: Giles. 
C. Jj:.; Ferman, F. M.. 
Schmillen, P. C., Sluka. J. 
F.. Thompson, E. A.,, 
Shepard, R. L., Scott, C. 
F. Fifth row: Lewis, C. P.. 
Redmond, D., Lindstrom, 
G. L., Crume, H. B., Kuk- 
linski, H. F., Ellis, I. K. 


a a 
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COMPANY B, Platoon 
1—(Left to right) Front 
row: Mann, J. E., MeCor- 
mick, D. K., Stemper, J. 
E., Conover, L. O., Mad- 
den, C. E., Vaudreuil, N. 
U. Second row: Smith, R. 
3 Mesaros, >. oe eo 
Maurer, R. H., Campisi, 
M. H., Gantos, A., Parry, 
T. L. Third row: Neese, 
A H.. Von Wald, R. V.. 
McGovern, J. E., Mark- 
ham, T. F., Kasch, C. B., 
Krause, J. G. Fourth row: 
Calvey, J. F.. Anderson, 
R. C., Paquet,@ N. W., 
Humble, J. L.. Naple, D. 
L., Jordan, M. C. Fifth 
row: Rhoden, R. C., Nap- 
pen, M. N.. Cofer, J. A., 
Roland. L. V.. Martin, W 
E., Cholewa, W. 


COMPANY B, Platoon 
3 —(Left to right) Front 
row: Blevins, C., Barber, 
L. C., Gravert, M. Mi 
Burgess, E. K., Berry, 5. 
A. Gust, E. T. Second 
row: Byars, G. F., Reilly, 
J. E., Quimby, ‘L. E, 
Duchemin, R. F., Stewart, 
L. P., Wilamoski, J. A. 
Third row: Franks, L. K., 
Ramp, W. J., Mikelonis, 
C. A., Kaplan, L., Katosh, 
P. A., Robb, F. C. Fourth 
row: Peterson, Li R., 
O’Connell, J. B.. Zimmer- 
man, G. E., Stickney, L. 
H., Sutton, J, Be DeLong, 
T. W. Fifth row: Kero, G. 
W., Smith, V. E., Wright, 
H. G., Barham, E., Yates, 
L. R., Bishop, L. J. 
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COMPANY B, Platoon 
5 —(Left to right) Front 


row: Reilly, J. M., Nor- 


man, J. W., Woods, J. H., 
Salyer, C. M., Morrison, 
R. N., Wall, R. B. Second 
row: Stafford, D. E., 
O’Connell, H., Forney, W. 
W., Cupic, G., Blasi, R. 
V., Kiley, J. F. Third 
row: . Lambert, W. J., 
McCaslin, R. S., Bruce, 
H. E., Ondo, S. A., Rob- 
erts, G. D., Rouille, R. I. 
Fourth row: Sandrus, C. 
J., Zoruba, W. G., Olson, 
J. E., Keller, L. A., Harsh- 
man, E, M., Person, K. O. 
Fifth row: Mata, M. C., 
Marx, L. E., Tremblay, L. 
A., Kluth, L. M., Meyer, 
AD a GzaplarGerP. 


COMPANY B, Platoon 


6 —(Left to right) Front A= 
row: Hackett, N. K., Kort, *— 


A. WéGrant, E. G.; Spe- 
trino, W. W., Steeves, H. 
G. Second row: Lampe, 
M. A., Mizell, W. P.. 
Stroh, R. V., Roberts, R. 
L., Beidler, R. E., Cola- 
vecchio, D. V. Third row: 
Moser, F. L., Maggio, I... 
Costello, P. M., Laird, S.. 
Dudley, N. P., Kerner, L. 
G. Fourth row: Horaitus, 
J. “Te * Holman, > E¥ «A. 
Stoppa, A., Peterson, J 
W., Hellwig, J. P., Stout, 
R. P. Fifth row: Carilo, 
AC ES Koppey> DD: Be 
Ficarra, M. M., Skinner, 
KE. Genvks a ol. ae 
Dixon, B. W. 


COMPANY C CPO'’S 


W. J. Vasey N. Duplechan W. E. Flach J. E. Muleahy F. W. Pauly 


M. R .Williams W. E. Bryant V. L. White T. A. Vosburg R. F. Crook C. R. Etter 


J.B. Kimbrough L. Pillow H. Greentree T. L. Keegan R. Dimbleby J. C. Lamb 


F. C. Wesch E. S. Whitehead W. P. Roloff R. A. Bost J. Miller L. W. Stephenson 


COMPANY C, Platoon 
1 —(Left to right) Front 
row: Clackum, W. C., 
Reynolds, W. C., Stewart, 
W. L., Steadman, F. C., 
Sproles, J. E., Honick, J. 


A. Second row: Robey, O. 


S., Bohs, E. H., Hanne- 


man, H. J., DiFrangia, M. 
View Phanent.) RN. 
D’Hert, A. C, Third row: 


Moritz, A. L., Biscoe, W. 
B., DeHoff, K. O., Grady, 
J. J., Curran, D. P., Bur- 


dick, W. E. Fourth row: 


Taylor, R. C., Rainey, C. 
G., Wing, S. P., Warnock, 


H. E., McManus, F. T. 


COMPANY C 
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COMPANY C, Platoon 
2—(Left to right) Front 
row: Duncan, J. S.,, 
Zwayer, C. W., Sprunk, R. 
C., Strandski, E, F., Pal- 
azzini, J. J.. McConkey, J. 
R. Second row: James, A. 
C., Costa, E. L., Beran, E. 
J., Paulson, D. B., Boil- 
eau, J. H., Comeau, J. N. 
Third row: Smith, G. W., 
Fjelde, J. E., Swan, D. R., 
Herring, P. C., Holcomb, 


E. V. Fourth row: Rob- 


erts, E.’ W., Tanner, W. 


J., Valentine, R. J. Kin- 


zly, C. F., Longton, M. E., 
Koppelo, W. R._ Fifth 
row: Somers, J. D., Smith, 
D. D., Groschen, C. M., 
Miller, S. W., Konrad, H. 
E., Baldwin, N. E. 
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COM: ANY C, Platoon 
t—(Left to right) Front 
row: Brock. W. R » 
Meekins, W. A., Bryant, 
W. E.. Kirk, W., Ortloff 
L.. W., Traver, A. H 
Second row: Sharp, D 
R., Huff, L. M., Tenopir 
D. C., Hauber, C. G 
Halverson, M > De. 
Camp, M. H., Coy, A. D 
Third row: Campbell, J 
L Kinney. D. C.. Hall, 
W C., Galinete, P. D., 


Harris, W J MeCul- 


lough, W. B.. Gentry, C 
H . Vovles. B P Fourth 
row: Pancake L, D., 
Deal, D. L.. Allen, H. H 

Hall. W. E.. Card, S. L., 
Sullivan, W. M., Russi- 
koff, H Myers, E. C 


COMPANY C, Platoon 
3 (Left to right) Front 
row: Group, K., Haverly, 
[...” C.,- Lagasea,. GS 
Miller, C. W., Stahl. A 
L., Kimery, V. V. Second 
row: Quehl, R. G., Clif- 
ford, A. F., Carpenter, C, 
J.. Wegman, E. R., Whit- 
aker, P., Jutzi, C. L. Third 
row: Hargrove, A. P., 
Clausen, L. H., O’Daniel, 
E. Li. Roessler, G. rs 
Jewett, E. T. Fourth row: 
Veale, F. K., Mallo, A. F., 
Sands, D. W., Haas, B. C., 
Hines, C. E., Daniels, G. 
Fifth row: Revill, W. R., 
Ross, H. M., Schumacher, 
W. C., Naus, E. J., Shay, 
H. R., Surdell, E. L. 


COMPANY C, Platoon 
5 —(Left to right) Front 
rows, 7. uremper, +J..7.H1., 
Tella, V., Weakley, C. A., 
Shanks, L. E., Shell, T. E., 
Skerry, C. L., Williams, S. 
D., Flegal, L. A. Second 
row: Skorupski, R., Kirk, 
A. J., White, J. A., Wesch, 
He HerGaltahane L J., 
Hansen, N. K., Truesdell, 
O. E., Tomsic, F. G. Third 
row: Nichols, R. B., Teet, 
D. M., Koschak, J. V., 
Wood, M. C., Foley, E. J., 
Miller, A. A., Sever, G., 
Murray, H. W. Fourth 
row: Clydesdale, W. E., 
Hayesyeuew all): D, D., 
Hansen, O. C., Smith, A. 
V., Hammerberg, E. H., 
Fowler, C. B., Strader, E. 
A, 


COMPANY C, Platoon 
6 —(Left to right) Front 
row: McKee, C. L., Os- 
back, F. G., Sullivan, M. 
A., Timms, R. A., Quinn, 
@.° Rie’ Coleson;, 1G -L: 
Second row: Bueche, F. 
A., Shearer, H. M., Way, 
lo Le Douksert Aad 


Schlabaugh, E. L., Cson- 


tos, J. Third row: Stern, 
J. Jz-Creoker R, Mi 
Baker, M. J., Baas, J. F., 
Lynch, T. L., O’Dell, I. L. 
Fourth row: Dockman, G. 
E., Poole, E. L.. Haskell, 
J. E., Albers, R. J., Raines, 
H. H., Shelton, H. 


a Ee Es, a [0 0) OE ee ll ee 


Peet 


COMPANY D CPO’S 


R. J. Mullaney L. G. Henry R. N. Roberts G.H.Tombaugh  H. A. Hetherington T. Marsden 


E. D. Sergeant H. C. Klieforth A. P. Johnson R. S. Perkins S. T. Harris A. H. Rasmussen 


A. W. MePhillips E. E. Brown R. A. Gustafson J. W. Hattley G. H. Beck H. L. Motsinger 


b. 


Vaiae.. 


G. J. Serrell A. J. Johnson M. P. Justus S. F. Robertson H. C. Wharton  P. F. Hendrickson 


COMPANY D, Platoon 
1 —(Left to right) Front 
row: Davito, P.. McCon- 
nell, F. G., Pourcillie, L. 
J., Feran, J. A., Almquist, 
H. GC. Second row: Kozel, 
C)-J.. ‘Smith: “Al G:* Jas- 
kola, F. M., Howe, I. L., 
Heffner, J. C., Knipper, J. 
W. Third row: Thomas, 
C. O., Broderick, R. T., 
Vaughn, C. C., Tobin, W. 
W., ‘Pohlman, <A. L. 
Fourth row: Kearns, J. 
M., MceWhirt, R. R., Tyll, 
G. W., Erwin, P. B., Zima, 
E. J. Fifth row: Maffeo, 
R., Cottrell, T. W., Lant- 
ing, Geo., Loblein, J. V., 
Lessner, E. P. 


COMPANY D 


31 


COMPANY D, Platoon 
2 —(Left to right) Front 


row: Goff, R. L., Daniel- 


son, R. L., MeDonald, W. 
G., Provost, M. J., Lovell, 


W. F. Second row: Wel- 


shons, A. H., Patten, Joe., 


Hickman, E. C., Herr- 


mann, H. W., Nelson, C. 
B. Third row: Rennels, 
Bie Gantt Ast in 
Galusha, E. D., Carr, V. 
M., Walker, D. L. Fourth 


row: Malott, W. O., Mof- 


fat, D. M., Williams, E. 
W., Hilder, W. A., Ward, 
H. H., Kiesel, M. L. Fifth 


row: Deiters, E. F., Lind- 


gren, A. E., Raatjes, H., 
Blazek, R. J., Sides, R. 


COMPANY D, Platoon 
t——(Left to right) Front 
row: Holbert, D. D., Jar- 
oszewski, F. M., Wiant, M. 
S., Nordgren, E. R., Hues- 
man, W. F., Crumley, V. 
K. Second row: Hillman, 
G. W., Greenlun, R. E., 
Batko, A, D., Rollette, R. 
C., Palmer, P,..P., Bell. 
LD). M. Third row: George, 
J. R., Stevens, H. S., Big- 
gerstaff, J. A.. Grenier, J. 
M., Caskey, L. H. Fourth 
row: Lindstrom, J. E., 
Blue, W. S., Boersma, E 
Foerster, W. 0., Gress, D. 
D., Hess, L. W. Fifth row: 


Godlewski, E. A., Rep- 


pond, C. O., Cannon, H. 
K ; I isher. E \ : Baker, 
Wo Bee estphal, R. W. 


COMPANY D, Platoon 
3 —(Left to right) Front 
row: Heppner, C.  J., 
Flack, C. R., O’Donnell, 
J. M., Pikal, R. J., Ekblad, 
D. H.. Richmond, A. P. 
Second row: Merfeld, L. 
N., Wargel, C. H., Rey- 
nolds, M. C., Palmer, Ray, 
Snead, W. T., Swan, R. H. 
Third row: Miller, W. F., 
McMath, N. T., Cooley, 
V. P., Johnson, W. L.., 
Smith, G. M.. Anderson, 
G. Fourth row: George, B. 
D., Reagan, W. B., Paul, 
J. L., Lach, F. J., Absher, 
T. F. Fifth row: Mausser, 
A. J., Little, R. L., Jansa, 
F. J.. Schofield, D. H., 
Ross, ian A. 


COMPANY D, Platoon 
5 —(Leit to right) Front 
row: Green, R. W., Pap- 
pas, P. K., Spruytte, C. A., 
Donovan, L. F., English, 
D. M., Mayo, E. H. Second 
row: Hughes, S. F., Hand, 
O. H., Briere, J. M., Grav- 
ell, D. E., Sherman, C. C., 
Simon, C. F. Third row: 
Heinsch, L. J., Luhman, 
T. W., Robertson, R. H., 
Marliere, A. P., Johnson, 
KR, A., Waiau, L. P., Ware- 
ing, L. K. Fourth row: 
Fisher, C. J., Boucher, U. 
J., Louis, S. D., Embry, 
W. E., Stamp, M. J., Man- 
gold, V. A. Fifth row: 
Kellackey, H. D., Murphy, 
E. L.; Harris, S. T., Par- 
sons, J. E., Pion, N. L., 
Dunlap, A. J. 


COMPANY D, Platoon 
6 —(Left to right) Front 
row: Andrews, L. D., Ful- 
ler, G. E., Seidel, C. P., 
Miller, E, O., Slates, D. L., 
Denger, K. ‘E. Second 
row: Parker, M. B., Lewis, 
K. M., Sehwab, J. F., Spar- 
ling, D. E., Ranta, L. W., 
Adler, R. E. Third row: 
Conrad, D. A., Rhode, L. 
J.. Smith, J. D., Talbot, 


R. C., Pollock, C. A., Mim- 


mack, J. O. Fourth row: 
McDonald, R., Pokopae, 
G. S., Harrington, E. F., 
Chinelli, J. S.. Smith, J. 
R., Erickson, E. G. Fifth 


row: Halek, S. C., Grant. 


S., Gossen, A. O., Valen- 


tine, H. J. R.. Poerill 
J. P.. McFee, R. M. 


HEADQUARTERS COMPANY CPO’S 


H. L. Lyon G. R. Elliot 


G. W. Farr J. R. Perrin F. B .Newman K. N. Frisbie B. G. MeCright 


— 


A. H. Storm P. J. Matchuny J. J. O'Neill F. R. Butt G. G. Jackson C. H. Kuiper 


T. M. Trent R.G. A. Wasem R. C. Denenney D. D. Bell L. J. Steffens L. E. Augustine 
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HEADQUARTERS, Pla- 


toon 1—(Left to right) 
Front row: Weber, J. L., 
Clauson, W. N., Fink, F. 
J., Stephens, W. E., Clam- 
pitt, C. S. Second row: 
Fernau, J. E., Bowman, 
W. F., Hutt, C. L., Rahilly, 
J. J., Forbes, R. L. Third 
row: Kiefer, G. W., Ayl- 
ward, J. M., Charron, T. 
A., Carter, A. G. Fourth 
row: Kutchai, J. H., 
Webb, J. H., Sampson, 
L., Dew, W. E., Terry, 
A. J. 


HEADQUARTERS COMPANY 
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HEADQUARTERS, Pla- 
toon 2—(Left to right) 
Front row: Williams, W. 
C., Gillette, W. E., Hin- 
man, M. C., Zdvorak, L., 
Dorweld, E. F. Second 
row: Hak, G. J., Caven- 
der, M. W., Sayre, C. E., 
Rudolph, C. B., Baker, 
G. D. Third row: Thorn- 
ton, J. M., Rautenkranz, 
R. E., Uthe, F. W., Me- 
Kandles, E. G., Shepherd, 
C. H. Fourth rew: Mid- 
dleton, M. B., Beck, H.., 
Curran, P. P., Renfrow, 
L. A:, Collins, B. W. Fifth 
row: Grabert, G. A., Gilt- 
ner, "E. G., Vogel, A., 
<limowich, A. S., Ralston, 


W. 


> eas 


HEADQUARTERS, Pla- 
toon 3-B- (Left to right) 
Front row: Fruen, R. A., 
Clarkson, C. L., Steed, W. 
E., Fulton, L. E.. Wil- 
liams, S. A. Second row: 
Gideon, R. K., Brummitt. 
L. D., MeWilliams, E. D., 
Davis, O. E., New, S. D.., 
Third row: Ramos, E., 
Buday, L. L., Harris, J 
H., Smith, W. C. Fourth 
row: Doty, R. B., Hindes, 
{ C.. Downey, F. E., 
Siciliano, A. M., Short, 


G. R. 
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HEADQUARTERS, Pla- 
toon 3-A —(Left to right) 
Front row: Franklin, A. 
N., Gregory, R. V., Cum. 
mings, I. C., Gross, G. M., 
Martin, W. S. Second row: 
Phythian, F. S., Smith, J. 
J., Gaden, T. A., Sullivan, 
H. T., Schmidt, L. R. 
Third row: Stortroen, W. 
O., Lyon, H. W., Cogger, 
S. M., Cregan, J. R., Pum- 
nea, F. D. Fourth row: 
Clark, K. P., Morgan, G. 
R., Barnack, S. B., Stev- 
ens, J. P.. Werkema, C. 
G., Frevert, R. E. Fifth 
row: Schaad, .M. H., 
Fisher, C., Jones, F. F., 
Steinfeld, M., Peterson, 


A. L. 


HEADQUARTERS, Pla- 
toon 4-A —(Left to right) 
Front row: Grzanka, W. 
J., Garland, R. F., Stanek, 
E. A., Foster, C. R., For- 
rester, T. B. Second row: 
Mitchell, A. B., Burruss, 
C. H., Baker, R. D., Shaf- 
fer, H. A.. DeGennaro, 
D. J. Third row: Novak, 
J. J., DeVries, S., Jones, 
R. H.,, -Boudoin, V. J., 
Kleier, R. W. Fourth row: 


Armstrong, R. W., Wil- 


liams, D. B., Greenlees, 
W., Holmberg, R. E., 
Aydelotte, T. 
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HEADQUARTERS, Pla- 
toon 4-B —(Left to right) 
Front row: Crager, R. E., 
Hagene, W. H., Me- 
Knight, J. O., Paluszew- 
ski, “U;. L., Baker? Eo J. 
Perzanowski, L. F. Second 
row: Ellery, M. W., Lang, 
C.. Ay Baker! We" G,, 


, Spletter,.L. W., Hardy, 


W. D. Third row: Busho, 
EP: Hickle, D.- W., 
Littrell, J. D., Willard, 
D. C., Cremer, J. J. Fourth 
row: Gilliam, W. B., 
Simerly, J. G., Cowan, F. 
L.. DiMattio, M., Sprouse, 
| ee 


MANUS REPLACEMENTS 


Front row, left to right: 
A. M. Aquilar, E. W. 
Barnwell, J. E. Burchard, 
M. R. Cryer, T. E. Palmer, 
J. H. Watkins, T. J. Er- 
hart. Second row: T. P. 
Brooks, R. L. Brainard, 
W. A. Brown, R. S. Price, 
G. W. Ellis, T. A. Fort- 
man. Third row: R. G. 
Myers, N. A. Brown, R. D. 
Crist; «We ds Cok A: th 
Mihlbauer, C. G. Soop, 


F. N. Moore, E. J. Sawina. 


Front row, left to right: 
C. H. Mills, J. J. Rawski, 
M. C. Summers, H. R. 
Stephens, J. G. Geoghegan, 
T. E. MeConnell, C. G 
Jenkin. Second row: J. F. 
Griffin, A. Gonzales, C. A. 
Helms, E. E. Browne, J. A. 
Phillips, A. O. Kock. 
Third row: L. IL. Pond, 
C. A. Brown, D. P. Farn- 
quist, H. M. Buford, L. H. 
Gregory, J. W. McRae. 


Front row, left to right: 
W. E. Beckey, Jr., L. Bow- 
man, Jr., R. F. Brock, Jr., 
L. J. Boyles, C. W. Bled- 
soe, L. L. Fletcher, C. A. 
Beck. Second row: J. G. 
Collova, R. L. Butler, 
R. P. Addington, W. I. 
Andreson, S. Markheim, 
F. T. McKenna. Third 
row: W. J. Hennessey, 
L. R. Herbert, J. S. Mad- 
den, J. E. Herendeen, 


G. W. Hodge, D. Fuller. 
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MANUS REPLACEMENTS 
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Front row, left to right: 
J. oH. «MéGeex”’ “W. *B: 
House, J. E. Dickens, 
O. H. Jones, J. S, Kilian, 
H. F. Goodman. Second 
row: G. A. Grutzkuhn, 
W. L. Beck, C. F. Buker, 
T. L. deForest, Jr., M. P. 
McBride, W. D. Gerlich. 
Third row: E. Charneski, 
H. N. Mapes, O. J. Hen- 
derson, T. E._ Lavery, 
R. J. O'Donnell, L. J. 
Gleeson, W. H. Finley. 


MANUS REPLACEMENTS 
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Front row, left to right: 
H. C. Carlisle, E. W. 
Freese, J. A. Cutshaw, 
P. S. Smith, R. Bowes. 
Second row: F. J. AI- 
bright, J. M. Austin, R. 
Beay, J. T. Aumueller, 
Cc. P. Erickson. Third 
row: J. V. Farrell, T. 
Bonanno, J. Davis, R. O. 
Arhlen, J. O. Choate. 
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Front row, left to right: 
W. A. Dawson, J. E. Mor- 
ris, B. H. Joyce, L. J 
Hoover, P. Lahn, Second 
row: R. F. Singer, E. M 
Owens. R. A. Griffen, T 
H. Dayvolt, A. G. Randall 
Third row: R. L. Nutter, 
W. C. Dungan, L. J. Han- 
sen, Ek ] DeWoody, \ 


Jacobson, H. R Schwartz 
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| aes 8, 1942, is a day long to be 
remembered by the men of the 63rd NCB 
for it was then that their troop trains steamed 
into historic Williamsburg, Va. Alighting 
from warm railway coaches, the fledgling 
Seabees were herded into open trucks and 
bumped along rocky roads to Camp Peary. 
En route, in rain driven by a brisk wind from 
seaward, the men were efficiently soaked and 
properly conditioned for their introduction to 
Camp Peary — known to Seabees throughout 
the world as “the land that God forgot.” 


They were greeted by persons dignified 
only by their titles as instructors. Some im- 
aginative boot described the typical instructor 
as half gorilla and half bear (stance like a 
gorilla, voice like a bear). “You'll be sorry!” 
was the common call the new arrivals got al- 
though why the future tense was used is still 
a matter for debate. 


The men received their first conditioning 
hikes, three times a day through muddy and 
sodden underbrush to Ship’s Company galley 
for mess. Mess was right! They stood in line 
for an hour to get their “good old” Navy beans 
and trimmings. The barracks were fully air- 
conditioned and equipped with the latest in 
ventilated decks (Gawd, how that wind 
whistled). Daily drill in six inches of mud, 
rain or snow, was obligatory. In spare time 
men learned how to scrub their clothing and 
contrived to dry it; how to roll their moun- 
tains of clothing and to fit it into what seemed 
ridiculously small sea and duffle bags. 


It may have been the scalpings suffered at 
the hands of the butcher barbers that ren- 
dered the men groggy for a week or so; but 
then it could just as well have been the shock 
of hitting the deck in what seemed the middle 
of the night. But regular sleeping hours soon 
flattened those kinks — after a person became 


CAMP PEARY 
AND BOOT CAMP 


accustomed to the various snores (vibrating, 
violent, rolling, puffing, cutting, grinding and 
sawing). 


Mail call was one of the bright spots of 
days and nights crowded with activity and 
learning the Navy way. Loneliness is a hard 
ailment to combat, as the Navy knows full 
well. The Navy Enos that only by keeping 
men’s minds occupied, their bodies tired, 
could they survive with poise the rugged 
first days of their naval careers. So it was 
drill, drill, drill; lecture, lecture, lecture; 
order after order to be snapped to and ex- 
ecuted without question. 


In two weeks a transformation had taken 
place. Men who had been raw recruits a short 
time before comprehended and executed com- 
mands like veterans. Eyes began to sparkle, 
chests to expand, abdomens were sucked in 
and bodies hardened, but — in spite of the 
growls of instructors — hats remained at all 
possible moments perched on the backs of 
heads. 
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—and HIT THE 
DECK! doesnt 


mean to recline 
on the grass lf 


In a few more weeks the erstwhile raw 
boots were attired in Navy Blue and on the 
outside looking in at newer crops of boots. 
It was a great day when guards were removed 
from their posts and the new Navy “wolves” 
were free to prowl in all parts of the camp 
when they could find time. It was a strange 
feeling, stepping outside those gates — not as 
civilians but as Seabees in the U. S. Navy, 
the biggest and best Navy in all the world. 


Much training remained but the worst was 
finished —those hard, grinding days and 
terribly lonely nights — for men of the 63rd 
had learned the ropes. For them there could 
be no more trying experience than boot. 
They graduated into advanced training with 
confidence. 


In advance training many men made the 
acquaintance of Island X, that humpy, bumpy 
and breezy “proving ground” for the real 
Island X. Water purification and other crews 
learned to set up and operate the equipment 
needed to supply and maintain a sanitary 
and healthful camp under all conditions. The 
proof of the pudding came in the results of 
these Seabee “schools”. One crew of 50 men 
became proficient enough to erect a mess 
hall, galley, clear a camp area, set up a water 
tank, showers and drinking water units in 
314 hours. 


Those who were not selected to attend 
classes drilled and hiked, their officers with 
them, for the 63rd Battalion had been formed. 
Medical corpsmen went along on every hike 
to care for the lame and blistered. The path- 
way to completion of the Seabee training 
period was rough and rugged but the goal 
was now in sight. 


Periodic liberties were possible. Not many 
failed to avail themselves of the opportunity 
to visit Williamsburg and Richmond for the 
quenching of thirsts and the enjoyment of 
civilian pastimes whenever there was time. 
But few will forget the tribulations involved 
in clearing camp, securing transportation on 
crowded busses, and braving the martinets of 
Shore Patrol once they got “ashore”. 


There came a day, 1 March 1943, when the 
battalion was inspected, approved, given its 
colors and standard and commissioned. It was 
a proud day for officers and men to be at 
last “on their own” with no more howling 
drill instructors, no more truculent Marines 
urging them over break-neck obstacle courses. 
They were Fighting Seabees now and ready 
for anything — come what would. 

There was little time to enjoy that feeling 
in Camp Peary. The next day the battalion 
entrained for the Advanced Base Depot Re- 
ceiving Barracks at Gulfport, Mississippi. 


— 
| ) \ ~~. 
ae ie Wi i a8 


7 


TRAINS, TRAINING, TRAINS 


4 HE 40-hour day coach ride from Camp 


Peary to Gulfport which started 2 March, 
proved that Seabees were trained to make 
home under any conditions, 
The trip was made in three sections. One 
train carried Headquarters and Company A 
personnel with Lt. Comdr. Parson in charge. 
Lt. Elliot was in command of Section 2 which 
carried Company B and the first three pla- 
toons of Company C, Commander Highley- 
man accompanied the remainder of Company 
C and all of D Company in the third section. 


themselves at 


+h 


After much shifting and shunting in the 
Richmond yards, the trains were dispatched 
via different routes. Men made themselves 
as comfortable as possible during the nights 
by removing seat cushions and sleeping upon 
them on the floor. Daytime hours were passed 
in viewing the landscape, card playing, pass- 
ing the scuttlebutt and “wolfing it” every time 
the train passed through a community where 
femininity could be viewed. 

As the long trains converged into Miss- 
issippi, the cramped men were glad to antici- 


pate the end of the long ride and looked for- 
ward to making themselves at home in a 
newer and better equipped camp in a warmer 
climate. There was also considerable scuttle- 
butt relative to impending leaves to spice the 
occasion. 

The trains arrived at Gulfpert at various 
hours on 4 March. By nightfall the battalion 
was secure in barracks. 

The site was cleverly laid out and boasted 
new luxury in double-decked barracks where 
there was plenty of light, heat, ventilation, 
hot water and excellent head facilities. 

Work started immediately and by evening 
unloading was secured and the battalion was 
ready to start its mass exodus to all leave 
points. It being the first leave, there was 
much confusion in the precuring of tickets, 
and credentials, but patience finally tri- 
umphed and the men found themselves en 
route for home. 


A small echelon of about 50 hands stayed 
behind to maintain gear and quarters with 
Lt. Comdr. Parson in charge. They were later 
given leave from California. 

Not much time elapsed after the return 
of all hands before they were soon “sold” 
on the new home. Duties there were mainly 
routine. The camp was a 20-minute walk from 
the city and taxis were available to haul a 
sroup to town for 15 cents per. Good food 
and hospitable people, plus lots of amuse- 
ments, gave every man a desire to linger in 
Gulfport but that, of course, was idle thinking. 

Projects were few but greatly varied during 
the week the battalion spent there. Men were 
assigned to build public works shop for base 
use and to work at the rifle range, located at 
some distance from the main camp. Some 
work was expended on an obstacle course. 
Specialist schools embraced 63rd crews for 
futher study and work. Mechanics, refrigera- 
tion men, pontoon men and divers attended. 


It was not long, however, before long lines 
of Pullmans saw 63rd personnel loading 
aboard. Again the battalion was moving. 

Toughened by the day-coach ride from 
Camp Peary to Gulfport and by the rugged- 
ness of travel to and from home on their em- 
barkation leaves, men of the 63rd were totally 
unprepared for the semi-luxury of their long 
trip to Port Hueneme, Cal. in Pullman cars. 


Troops entrained on 19 and 20 March amid 
the farewells of townspeople who added read- 


. taco 


ing matter, small lunches and other gifts to 
their good wishes for a safe trip. The battalion 
was carried in three sections, being dispatched 
different routes from New Orleans. 


over 


Typical was the trip made by men of the 
first section, taking a northern route through 
Texas where plenty of the famous panhandle 
scenery was visible with its mesquite, tumble- 
weed, catcus and butte-land. Abandoning din- 
ing cars at Clovis, New Mexico, the first sec- 
tion took meals for the balance of the trip 

Fred Harvey restaurants. 


There were occasional stops to allow men 
to stretch their legs. One of these spells came 


at Vaughn, N. M. The natives must have 
thought Seabees were making a beachhead 


as they poured from the train to swarm into 
trackside emporiums which they speedily 
cleared of their stocks of cigars, cigarettes, 
candy, popcorn and soft drinks (it was Sun- 
day). It was on one of such stops that our 
officers paid as much as 15 cents for papers 
at least three months old. 


At Albuquerque many made their first ex- 
periment with Mexican food, entranced by 
the attractive olive-skinned dark-eyed wait- 
They could not linger to determine 
the temperment of the damae ls but they knew 
the food was torrid. Remember the rush to 
the water cooler after the first few bites of 
and enchillada? 


New Mexico. 


resses, 


the land of sunsets 
and scenery, the trains steamed over the 
rocky, hot Arizona desert, stopping occasion- 
ally for men to stock up on Indian curios. 
After crossing the Colorado River into Cal- 
ifornia, the land, scenery — even the people, 
changed. Past mountains, fertile valleys, nut 


Leaving 


farms and citrus groves the trains flashed to 
halt at Union Station in Los Angeles where 
meals were served amid colorful surroundings. 
From there it was but an hour’s ride to Ox- 
nard and Port Hueneme. The average travel- 
ing time from Gulfport was in the neighbor- 
hood of 75 hours. 


The troop trains were switched into the 
camp and the men found, after a short march, 
new and different quarters. They were quon- 
set type huts laid out in rows with conven- 
iences nearby. 


Labor regulations in California prevented 
the battalions from doing any construction. 
Minor work parties and extensive guard de- 
tails were the only assignments until the nec- 
essity of loading ships presented the prob- 
lem of providing men, 


The “call of the wild,” due to the invig- 
orating weather, nearby towns, and civilian 
activities soon taught the men that liberties 
were somwhat insufficient. It was discovered 
that the body developed for combat could 


easily scale a camp fence in record time, 
which was in this case before the sentry 
could arrive. As a result 63rd men found 


much time to further their romantic inclina- 
tions and to develop their tastes for spirits of 
the liquid type. 


of tactics 
lent their 


Military training was a review 
taught in Camp Peary. Marines 
assistance in this direction. 


Far more vivid in the minds of 63rd men 
than the camp life of four or five weeks, 
remains the fine hospitality of California 
people, the Hollywood Canteen and a few 
telephone numbers gathered here and there. 


HUENEME TO 


1 ae as men of the 63rd started to feel at 
home in California, but nearly penniless after 
seeing the sights of Hollywood and Los An- 
geles, the long-expected order to secure came 
on 28 April 1943. The order set off a last- 
minute rush of stowing gear, making nervous 
and tearful ‘phone calls to wives and mothers, 
checking off and _ replacing AOL’s and 
AWOL’s who didn’t feel quite up to forsak- 
ing the attractions of Stateside. And, of course, 
there was that hasty single-file march through 
the Sick Bay to show the doctors our — will- 
ingness to ship out. 


No bugle was needed to wake the gang on 
the morning of 30 April. Each man seemed 
determined to be first aboard. It must have 
looked to those across the fence that the 
63rd was out to win the war single-handed, 
judging by all the gear carried aboard. By 
early afternoon all personnel and equipment 
were aboard, setting the stage for the Mor- 
MacPort to slip quietly from her berth at 


1600. 


For several moments there was tension in 
the air as men realized that the narrow gap 
separating them from their homeland was 
growing ever wider. There was drama in 
the scene when “Scotty” Miller’s baton swung 
and the band caught the down-beat for the 
traditional “Anchors Aweigh.” Through all 
the cheering that echoed the refrain, could 
be felt the wonder and uncertainty of what to 
all was the start of a great adventure. It was 
hours before all adjustments were made. 
Buckets were broken out for those who were 
ready to “give it up.” Those who were not 
seasick gathered in small groups to pass the 
secuttlebutt which was destined to flow so 
freely throughout the voyage. 


Previously, two other ships bearing small 
detachments of 63rd men and much equip- 
ment had cleared Port Hueneme for Island 
X. The SS Stanford White sailed 24 April 
with 15 men including three officers. On 29 
April, the SS MorMacGull weighed anchor 
with two officers and 11 enlisted men aboard. 


The MorMacPort plowed through choppy 
seas her first night out. Most of the 2500 men 
aboard went to their bunks convinced that 
the morning would find them part of a vast 
convoy working toward the Southwest Pacific. 
The surprise was great when the early birds 
on deck next day saw nothing but a vast 
stretch of sea encompassing the ship. 

On the third day, moving into tropical 
latitudes, certain unforgettable characterics 
of the ship began to make themselves uncom- 
fortably apparent. The top-side “Chic Sales” 
were rapidly becoming places one hoped to 
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shun but such escape was impossible when 
the chowline route led directly past them. 
That line was notorious for its slowness of 
movement. Remember? 

But in all fairness it should be a matter of 
record that conditions in the troop mess hall 
were only slightly more conducive to good 
appetites. The grease was so thick on the 
deck that barricades were erected at the top 
of ladders to keep men, overbalanced by the 
motion of the ship, from sliding into the 
lower compartments. But, as one wag has 
pointed out, the men were more than repaid 
for all these inconveniences by the abundance 
of good food so marvelously prepared .. . 
Anyway, there was good band music each 
evening on deck. 

There was no clue as to the ship’s destina- 
tion and only by observation of sun and stars 
were the men able to keep track of the di- 
rection of travel. On the sixth day, King Nep- 
tune and court came aboard, the Jolly Roger 
broke out at the main truck, and the dirty 
business of converting groveling Polliwogs 
into proud Shellbacks proceeded throughout 
the sunlit hours. Casualties to hirsute adorn- 
ments were ghastly as lines of men received 
their sentences and passed through the “clip 
joints,” but the only incapacitating injury 
was the broken ankle suffered by Chief 
Brewer. 

The uninitiated may entertain the notion 
that a two-week voyage for 2500 men is a 
dull affair. They fail to reckon with the never- 
failing source of entertainment for troops, 
prosaically called “rumoring” by the Army 
but dignified with the picturesque term 
“scuttlebutt” by men who follow the sea. 
Yes, many were the submarines which 
launched torpedoes at the MorMacPort, ac- 
cording to the scuttlebutters, but only once 
was the ship actually alerted to the sub- 
marine menace. The warning came just after 
the “darken ship” order and cast a pall of 
apprehension over all troops. The ship’s 
master, whom all men of the 63rd will salute 
any time, any place, for his speedy response 
to the danger signal, did more tricks with the 
helm than a monkey with 40 feet of grape- 
vine at his disposal. Zigging here, zagging 
there, the ship twisted and turned like a 
rabbit feeling the hot breath of hounds. The 
course was altered by 150 miles to carry the 
ship to the 22nd degree of south latitude, 
far south of her assigned route. Later that 
night the situation was further complicated, 
to place a light estimate on the worth of 
words, by a soot fire which developed in the 
smoke stack, shooting a cloud of illumined 
smoke high above the ship. The ship’s theol- 
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ogins were reminded of the “pillar of fire by 
night” guide for the Israelites seeking the 
Promised Land, only they hoped that the 
“Israelites” did not turn out to be a brace 
of Jap torpedoes bursting in the bowels of 
the ship. 

Only twice during the 14 days were other 
ships sighted. It is difficult to deseribe the 
sensations experienced when distant, unident- 
ifiable objects are sighted at sea in time of 
war. Men swarmed into the lower rigging, 
atop the heads and life rafts, straining their 
eyes to make out the nature of the intruder 
upon their horizon. Needless to say, they 
were friendly ships. 

There was never a prolonged period of re- 
laxation aboard. Long before morning chow 
was down the hatch, muster was started. The 
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battalion maintained a general watch and 
working parties. There were frequent ord- 
nance inspections at muster (remember clean- 
ing the ravages of rain and salt spray from 
those pieces?). When other activities per- 
mitted there was fire, collision and abandon 
ship drills, the briskness of these exercises 
materially hampered by the bulkiness of ever- 
present life jackets. But later, despite in- 
junctions, the men learned to make them- 
selves more comfortable by the use of life 
jackets as cushions and pillows. 


Fresh water, as was to be expected, was 
scarce. Wild dashes for wash rooms morning 
and afternoon during the brief intervals when 
the water was turned on were highlights of 
every day. For some unfortunates, caught in 
the middle, it was always a problem whether 
to replace their clothing over soap-suds or to 
feel equally as “crummy” for the rest of the 
day after trying to rinse fresh water soapsuds 
with salt water. Shaving was entirely forsaken 
by many men. 


Gradually, officers and men became accus- 
tomed to what in reality was a calm and peace- 
ful voyage. Shellback wounds were healing 
nicely as the Big Dipper and the Pole Star 
dipped toward the northern horizon and the 
Southern Cross appeared in the sky ahead. 
The only cause for beard-muttering during 
those days was the propensity of certain neo- 
phyte radio announcers belonging to CUB 3 
or the 6th Special NCB, to baw] indiscrimin- 
ately and unnecessarily over the loud speaker 
at too-frequent intervals such refrains 
these: 


as 


“Attention all hands. attention all hands; 
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fO ALL SKILORS WHEREVER YE 
DBorhocscs. Bark. Di hems 
GREETING: Know ye That « = 
hhere appeared surlhin: OlerT ivy 


TAal the said Vessel and Cpficers a ithe 
Wad Belt Enowe. By in lars Ma 


wad frase om Ay Cure Gia TH einai g 
cia ba Aemvred by his presen Ca 


en 'y certian Lhe fowe 
all my sufecls to stow ser mere rep 
Disobey thiy order under penally 


reveille, reveille; heave out and lash up: 
sweepers man your brooms; sweep down fore 
and aft; empty all spit-kits; the smoking 
lamp is lit topside; cooks lay down to the 
galley on the double; that is all, that is all.” 
Or — “Jones, hospital corpsman first class, 
report to troop office on the double.” or - 
“Peterson, yeoman first class, report to the 
troop office immediately,” or Chief 
Kilbride was wont to vary the routine for the 
benefit of 63rd men:: “So-and-so! Report to 
the troop office expeditiously!” 


as 


There was one other irritation, however. 
It came the day all troops were “run below” 
immediately after morning chow and kept 


there all day without lunch. No kidneys 
eracked under the’ strain which was occa- 
sioned by an inspection of sea and duffle 
bags. It is reported that up to mid-afternoon 
one 10-cent can of lighter fluid was confis- 
cated with due ceremony. 


The average age of 63rd personnel is said 
to be well past 30 years and many of these 
men were accustomed to the “wide open 
spaces’ (hurray for Texas). It remains a 
never-failing source of wonder that the trip 
was made with so much success considering 
the cramped, steaming compartments and 
constant feuding with CUB 3 and the 6th 
Special. 


Regardless of a natural love of their home 
soil it is doubtful that 63rd Seabees were ever 
as glad to see any land as they were the first 
sight of the Fijis on the morning of 14 May. 
No stars in the sky were ever more beautiful 
than those on the wings of the patrol plane 
which greeted the ship that morning and 
escorted her to an anchorage. 


The same sentiment holds for the detach- 
ments which sailed aboard the Stanford 
White and MorMacGull. Their voyages were 
more pleasant because of more commodious 
accomodations. The routine aboard the 
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former vessel was interrupted only when the 
engines were shut down one night to repair 
damage to a main bearing. The MorMacGull 
made the Fijian landfall on 15 May while 
the White, held up at Oakland Naval Base 
for further cargo stowage, dropped her hook 
in the Fijian harbor on 20 May. 


A growing feeling of disillusionment per- 
vaded the MorMacPort as she lay idle all day, 
however, and by the next day most of the 
original optimism had vanished. It appeared 
that the 63rd was an orphan without a guard- 
ian but the tension was relieved somewhat 
by a hint of shore liberties to come and the 
fact that the ship and harbor were lighted 
at night, in startling contrast to the blacked- 
out U. S. ports which had been left so far 


behind in the two-week cruise. 
> 


With the chance to go ashore, men soon 
got the feel of the land once more. Most of 
the conducted tours were of two-hour dura- 
tion, consisting of military drills for an hour 
and three-quarters and 15 minutes to see the 
sights. After the first few days, however, ways 
and means were found to dodge these restric- 
tions and it became quite common for men to 
“volunteer” for working details ashore. (Just 
try to get those “pushers” in boot camp to 
believe that). 


Strong afternoon winds usually made it 
necessary for liberty parties to come aboard 
via landing nets. This provided considerable 
entertainment as the men clambered over 
the side with water-soaked clothing and carry- 
ing the inevitable bag of coconuts. Very few 
ever released their grip on the bag whatever 
the difficulty of the climb but many later 
wished all coconuts were at the bottom of the 
harbor as over-ripe coconut milk doubled 
them up with tummy-aches. 


As the days dragged into weeks there was 
more liberty ashore and the men were able 
to make the 8-mile trip to Lautoka by bus 
which paralleled the route of the donkey 
railroad with its wood-burning locomotive 
topped by the crude “gay-90’s” type funnel- 
shaped smoke stack, and the crude but effi- 
cient little cars full of tropical produce. There 
never seemed to be enough bananas and pine- 
apples, however, for hungry Seabees. 


Investigation disclosed that the men were 
on the island of Viti Levu, largest of the 
sprawling Fijis, the total area of which group 
approximates that of New Jersey. Instead of 
seeing vicious-looking natives with a freshly 
removed human head in one hand and a 
“Long-pig” sandwich in the other as_ the 


side-show barker portrays the Fijian, 63rd 
personnel found the natives pleasant, amiable 
folk eager to please their visitors. To their 
stock greeting, “boola Joe,” Seabees very often 
elicited such a civilized response as “good 
; 1G neLE TD 
morning, sir.” (Just ask Chief Truman Vos- 
burg). 


These tall, brawny and tough natives, actu- 
ally only a couple of generations removed 
from their head-hunting and cannibalistic 
ancestors, more than proved themselves as 
watriors. Commando-trained, they led the 
Yanks through the Jap-infested Solomons 
jungles with unquenchable zeal, fired by 
hatred of anything Japanese. The credit for 
their rapid transition from savagery to com- 
parative civilization is due to missionary en- 
deavors and a sympathetic control of the 
Fijis as a British Crown Colony with head- 
quarters at Suva, also on Viti Levu. 


Seabee visitors to Lautoka were depressed 
by the primitive sewerage system, consisting 
of canal-like ditches beside streets and roads 
with no shelters for privacy or convenience. 
There was one main business street lined on 
one side by shops devoted mainly to the 
manufacture and sale of souvenirs. Seabees 
were entranced at the native workmanship on 


jewelry and trinkets and lingered for hours 
to watch the craftsmen who used their feet 
nearly as dexterously as their hands to per- 
form their tasks. 


Native cafes were common in Lautoka and 
there was a tea-house and recreation center 
maintained by the Red Cross. The hotel was 
a center of interest, resembling as it did the 
U. S. hostelry of frontier days. Wines, gin, 
rum, and brandy were available. A few of 
the men were invited to a party in a native 
home where they were made very welcome 
with cups of the National drink (kava) which, 
aecording to Everett McGowan of Company 
C, “tasted like a cross between milk of mag- 
nesia and mud.” The men were invited to 
dance, or “tra-la-la,” and managed to adapt 
themselves to the unconventional dips and 
pivots of the natives without too much diffi- 
culty. 


For days the MorMacPort lay in the har- 
bor as working parties learned the stevedor- 
ing art by discharging cargo from their ship, 
restoring some semblance of order to supply 
depots on shore, and ultimately, reloading 
their supplies aboard the USS LaSalle for con- 
tinuance of their voyage to Island X. It had 
been decided that the material brought from 
Stateside on the Stanford White and Mor- 
MacGull would be divided between other 
units. Finally the cargo was loaded (with the 
exception of a barge-load of beer which found 
a watery resting place) and on 1 June the 
troops embarked. For a brief interval it 
appeared that a Congressional committee 
must meet before “Oscar” could come aboard 
but eventually that was settled, inasmuch as 


his master, Rockwell, was needed on the 
water-purification crew. 


Next day the ouiji board said it was safe to 
get under way for the next leg of the voyage 
and, after testing all the horns, whistles, bells 
and squeaks, the LaSalle casually steamed into 
deep blue water behind the protecting might 
of 75-foot SC craft. A few submarine alerts 
broke the monotony of the short trip to New 
Caledonia where, at Noumea, full realization 
of the extent of the war was apparent. Every 
nook and corner of the large harbor was filled 
with vessels flying Stars and Stripes. Seabee 
hearts began to swell with pride. 


The ultimate destination of the battalion 
was still a matter of conjecture — Guadal- 
canal being the most frequent topic of scuttle- 
butt artists. Late on the afternoon of 6 June 
tension reached a new peak as movements of 
vessels in the harbor indicated that a convoy 
was being jockeyed into position. The LaSalle 
weighed anchor and, after making several 
complete circles, swung into convoy forma- 
tion with several first-line destroyers deployed 
ahead and on the flanks. Just as the convoy 
cleared harbor two submarines broached 
water to starboard, creating a small sensation 
among troops. They were U. S. subs. 


The convoy, including five deeply-laden 
transports (approximately 10,000 troops) and 
a number of cargo vessels was deemed of suffi- 
cient importance to demand additional pro- 
tection. This was provided by a large air- 
craft carrier and six additional destroyers 
with which the convoy made rendezvous along 
its route. There was no criticism of this pro- 


cedure among 63rd troops. Indeed, tension 
and an awareness of danger increased as the 
ships penetrated deeper into waters well 
known to be menacing. 


This tension was brought to its climax on 
10 June when a peremptory call to general- 
quarters was announced at 1300 on the heels 
of a message that a formation of six enemy 
bombers was headed toward the convoy and 
expected to arrive at approximately 1400. No 
planes materialized and secure from general 
quarters was sounded at 1430. Word later was 
received that the enemy formation consisting 
of six twin-engined torpedo bombers had been 
intercepted by fighters from Henderson Field, 
four destroyed and the other two turned back. 


It was the ship’s practice to secure all hands 
at general quarters for a period of approxi- 
mately 30 minutes before and after both sun- 
rise and sunset. Troops went below decks at 
sundown that evening with longing looks at 
the darkening sky and sea, fearful of what 
alarms or catastrophes the night might hold 
for them. A full moon, offering fine visibility 
from the air, further complicated the danger. 


There in the stuffy, hot holds, tormented 
by thirst, the men heard further news of Jap 
attempts to attack the convoy. General quar- 
ters was continued. The tension increased pro- 
gressively as the “talker” called attention of 
gun crews to sounds of enemy planes tailing 
the ship. There was reason for anxiety, too, 
because the men had heard that the last ships 
in a convoy are the “sitting ducks” that are 
most attractive to attacking planes. It didn’t 
help a bit to realize that the LaSalle and the 
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USS. McCawley were steaming abreast at the 
rear of the line. The McCawley was sunk a 
few weeks later in the New Georgia invasion. 


Many a fervent prayer was offered that 
night as the heavy anti-aircraft guns of the 
LaSalle opened up with roars which shud- 
dered through the ship alarmingly. Through- 
out the running fight, the lout wpankenrs di- 
rected fire, pointing out the line of flight anc 
direction of attack being pressed by the roar- 
ing aircraft. On one occasion, just before the 

| attackers dispersed, a daring Nip pilot broke 
through the ring of flak being hurled into 
the air by the transports and their destroyer 
escorts to zoom close to the stern of the La 
Salle. Whether or not the plane launched 
its torpedo is not known. At any rate the 
was not hit nor-was there any more d 
age t iormal amount of wear and tear 
on human nerves. 


To those whose duty kept them on deck, 
including several 63rd men manning 20-mm 
guns, the scene was fully as spine-tingling 
without the feeling of futility which resulted 
from being shut up below decks. There were 
periodic bursts of fire from guns of all caliber 
throughout the engagement, turning the sky 
into a blaze of orange fire highlighted by 
stabbing streams of tracers arching through 
the night. 


The attack ended abruptly when sudden 
clouds shrouded the moon and rain squalls 
started. For 30 minutes there was no sight or 
sound except the rush of water past the hull, 
the bustle of gun crews reloading magazines, 
and the disposal of empty cartridge cases. A 
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few moments after 2200 a flare suddenly 
flamed in the sky about 15 miles off the port 
how of the convoy. A second and then a 
third followed at brief intervals. A new 
enemy formation was searching for the ships 
but scattered clouds effectively veiled them 
from the eyes of the Jap pilots. There was 
no more firing that night. 
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At 2320 the ship was secured from general 
quarters after its 5-hour alert. The relief was 
apparent all over the ship. The night held 
no more alarms and at 1000 the next day the 
convoy anchored off Guadaleanal. The score 
was at least four to nothing in favor of the 
Yanks with plenty of runs for home and 
several errors by the Nips. 


me 


1. they had been visitors from Mars, men 


of the 63rd NCB could scarcely have been 


more out of their element than was the case 
when they arrived on Guadalcanal in June 
1943. 

For underfoot, in the words of Osa Johnson, 
was “a land of freaks,” inhabited by “rats 
as big as cats, cockroaches a foot and a half 
long, lizards as large as small crocodiles, 
snakes that fly, toads that eat flesh, and fish 
that climb trees.” 
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The rush for coconuts rivaled the interest 
in attempts at conversation with the friendly 
natives —- when everyone was called “Joe.” 

Not all men of the 63rd saw all the freaks 
mentioned by Mrs. Johnson in her book 
“Bride in the Solomons,” because her impres- 
sions of Guadalcanal were noted years before 
war stripped the coastal area of much of its 
wild life and natural beauty. But all of them 
observed enough to know that they were in- 
deed half a world away from Main Street. 

Men interested enough to inquire learned 
that they occupied one of the loneliest regions 
in all the Pacific from the standpoint of pop- 
ulation. They discovered that this island, 92 
miles long by 33 miles wide, included vast 
reaches of tangled, dark jungle, malarious 
rivers and lagoons infested with crocodiles, 
rugged 8000-foot mountains — all contrasting 
strangely with a pleasant coastal plain 
crowded with coconut plantations merging 
with the sea at beaches rivaling those of 
Hawaii in beauty. They found that Guadal- 
canal is one of the southernmost large islands 
in the sprawling Solomons which extend from 
about 5 to 17 degrees south of the equator: 
that the search of gold prompted exploration 
by the Spaniard Alvara de Mandana, dis- 
coverer of Guadalcanal in 1567; that the is- 
land was named by a home-sick Spaniard for 
his green-bowered home in old Castile; that 
de Mendana’s explorations were sired by a 
legend that gold for King Solomon’s temple 
was mined in this island group hence the 
name, 

It was not until 1930, however, that gold 
was discovered in major deposits on Guadal- 
canal. Because of the engineering problems 
involved, mining was postponed until after 
the war. The island, with others of the South- 
ern Solomons ( Malaita, Tulagi, Santa Isabella. 
San Cristobal, ete.) had been governed under 
a British Protectorate since late in the 19th 
century. Australia received the northern is- 
lands from Germany by League of Nations 
Mandate after World War I. 

It was easy for Seabees to observe how the 
war had altered the Solomons from relative 
unimportance economically to an area of tre- 
mendous value strategically. To replace ex- 
ports of copra, ornamental shells, ivory nuts, 
and sandalwood, war brought a vast train of 
imports — troops, ordnance and all the gear 


of battle. 


After the first disillusionment — the shock 
of finding the Melanesian (Black Islander) 
natives of the Solomons many shades duskier 
than their Hollywood-inspired visions of at- 
tractive, honey-colored Polynesians, Seabees 
discovered the natives were friendly, pleasant 
folk with a trading instinct equal to that of the 
fighting builders. Men of the 63rd rapidly ac- 
quired enough of beche-de-mere or pidgin 
English to permit mutual understanding and 
began to enjoy their contacts with natives who 
were assigned to them in malaria control. 


It was hard to believe that these simple, 
easy-going and smiling men were blood broth- 
ers to savage headhunters and cannibals in- 
habiting the mountain country on Malaita, 
only 38 miles distant, or the piratical, shark- 
worshipping men on tiny, voleanic Savo is- 
land, in full view across Sealark Channel. 
Generally, it has been found true that natives 
living close to the sea are friendly fishermen, 
content to live on the bounty of land and sea. 
Only in the rugged mountain villages where 
the natives have had less contact with white 
traders and missionaries is the aboriginal ten- 
dency still uppermost. 


Native life is not so simple as might appear 
at first glance. Many superstitions and taboos 
still exist. Government, such as it is, is mainly 
of the patriarchal system similar to that of the 
ancient Jsraelites. The most powerful and in- 
fluential native controls the clan or village. 


i 


1 


‘ 


\ Sa 
: nn 
er 


~ 


na Ye 


Because his power enables him to make fur- 
ther acquisitions, his sons tend to follow him 
in control. Polygamy is practiced but in some 
areas the high price of wives prevents it. Men 
in agricultural villages obtain as many 
“Marys” as possible, not so much for gratifica- 
tion of personal vanity as for operation of the 
varden and household. Polyandry, or taking 
more than one husband by a woman, is not 
unknown in areas where the male population 


overbalances the “fair” sex. 


Yams and taro roots are cultivated to aug- 
ment the principal diet of coconuts, wild 
honey, bananas, papayas, mangoes and other 


fruit. Fish is a staple food item for coastal 


natives and there is an occasional wild pig to 


eat. The natives are adept at fire kindling by 
friction. Betel nut is widely used, often mixed 
with lime obtained by pulverizing clam shells, 
and with betel-pepper leaves. The mixture has 
an acrid, burning taste but gives a temporary 


feeling of exhilaration, Addicts are marked by 
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blackened teeth and brilliant red lips. Lime 
paste is also used to bleach and redden the 
hair. 

— Geliure is primitive. Many communities 
have well-developed clubs for men from which 
women are strictly excluded. Native homes, 
cool and water repellant, are well and care- 
fully made of palm thatch and matting, in the 
fabrication of which the natives are very skill- 
ful. Tools are crude. Their simple musical 
instruments, used for accompaniment at festi- 
val dances, consist of hand-beaten log drums, 
conch shell horns, bamboo flutes, Pan-pipes, 
and “jew’s harps” of split bamboo and string. 

Life in the jungle, where injury and death 
lurked on every side, strongly influenced the 
aboriginal religion which centered in the en- 
couragement of beneficient spirits and the ex- 
orcisement of evil demons. “Devil-devil” men, 
similar to the witch doctors of African tribes 
and to the medicine men of North American 
Indians, held posts of prominence in native 
communities prior to the era of Christian mis- 
sionary endeavors. Most Guadalcanal natives 
have been Christianized because of their prox- 
imity to the British Administrative Center at 
Tulagi. What cannibalism may still exist on 
Malaita and Bougainville is believed by an- 
thropologists to stem from the superstition 
that the virtues of the eaten enter the body 
of the diner at banquets where “long pig” is 
the piece de resistance. 

Few of the Seabees who worked and lived 
in the jungles of Guadalcanal will ever forget 
the awful somberness and solitude of the 
dense growth — a solitude which yet was 
crowded with small animals and insects in- 


tently busy with the work of devouring an- 
other or endeavoring to keep from being de- 
voured, 

Who can forget the towering trees, the 
umbrella of green shutting out the sun over- 
head; the tangled, rotten mess of decaying 
vegetation under foot; the dank, offensive and 
overwhelming atmosphere where a breath of 
fresh, pure air was like a gift from Heaven? 

After a few of their mates had been pain- 
fully poisoned by centipedes and scorpions, 
men learned to control their impulses to sit 
on logs, pick things from the ground, or even 


touch vegetation more than was necessary. 


The very air in the jungle seemed to conspire 
with the hosts of stinging insects, almost im- 
passable tangle of vines, and torrential rains 
to exclude man from remaining therein. The i 


rains were a serious hindrance to work. At 


Lunga Point, observations for 29 years re- 
vealed an average rainfall of 74.9 inches. 

The Japanese high command had _ nearly 
realized its vision of the Solomons as a stra- 
tegic 700-mile highway between their power- 
ful bases in the Carolines and the once feeble 
United Nations’ bastions to the south. They 
lost the Solomons and eventually the war be- 
cause they knew nothing of the “will to die” 
of U. S. Marines, the determination of Navy 
and Army commanders, or the skill and adapt- 
ability of Seabees. 

The Japs were shocked to discover their 
highway being used in reverse as Marines and 
Seabees hopped from island to island “up 
the slot” — aimed at reconquest of the Philip- 
pines, poised for penetration to the heart of 
the Mikado’s empire. 
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GUADALCANAL 
PROJECTS 


Bcc by a lack of sleep after a 
hectic night of Japanese air attacks on their 
convoy, the 63rd NCB disembarked at Tetere 
Beach, Guadalcanal, on 11 June 1943. There 
were mingled emotions. For some, the feel of 
land under foot gave a sense of security. To 
others, the sight of the tangled jungle brought 
anxiety lest they be attacked by Jap ground 
forces. 


Equipment and gear were hastily disgorged 
upon the beach for later sorting and classify- 
ing. A pup-tent city was thrown up to house 
the troops until a permanent camp could be 
established. Soon the rated tinsmiths (cooks, 
to you) had their makeshift galley in opera- 
tion and sounded the call to “come and get 
itor we'll throw-it_away.” = SE 

The first meal, if you remember, was Vienna 
sausage, tomato juice, canned corn, pineapple 
and hardtack. The men lost no time in break- 
ing out mess gear and falling to. Some of the 
‘more adroit, however, wandered over to the 
nearby camp of the 4th Marine Raiders where 
1ey were made welcome and handsomely fed 


ae 

That nigh air rattdSiren sounded in the 
Raider camp with a terrifying screech. For the 
second time in 24 hours men wished it were 
possible to increase their life-insurance cover- 
age. Alerts and bombing raids were frequent 

on nearly every moon-lit night Washing 
Machine Charlie could be expected. In the 
daytime work on completion of the first per- 
manent camp, called Highleyman Grove, was 
rushed. 


Men learned to prepare proper foxholes 
and it was well they did because on 16 June. 
Jap airmen attacked in force. The afternoon 


he fatalistic adolescents. aw 


was hideous with the roar of planes, the ham- 
mering of anti-aircraft batteries, the scream 
of bombs and the whistling of shrapnel and 
bomb fragments. Opinions differ on the num- 
ber of Japanese planes in the air, the number 
of enemy ships shot down and the extent of 
the damage. The World Almanac, quoting 
Washington data, reports that 94 Jap bombers 
and escorting Zeros were destroyed in the 16 
June raid. An American cargo vessel and one 
landing craft were damaged. 


Besides the sleep interruptions caused by 
conditions red, reports that isolated Jap 
ground forces were prowling in the area 
caused “trigger happy” sentries to start a 
fusillade of fire at the slightest sound or 
movement. They could scarcely be blamed for 
their zealousness, however, as all friendly 
troops were supposed to be secured to quarters 
after Taps. 


Tension gradually lessened. Jap air attacks 
seemed aimed only at air fields and shipping. 
No direct attacks had been made on the camp 
by Jap ground forces. Some men began to dis- 
regard air alerts and stay in their sacks. It was 
common to make light of danger which fell so 
far from camp. 


But there came a night! It was about 2130 
when “Charlie” and his crew started layin’ 
*em close — right in the newly-cleared Marine 
camp near the 63rd. The wise guys were 
caught with their pants down. The “crump” 
of exploding bombs resounded through the 
area. Concussion was terrific! Stout trees were 
mowed down like twigs! The “sack duty” boys 
leaped from their bunks — those who weren't 
tossed out by concussion. They dove for their 
-foxheles, leaving skin on rocks and stumps 
encountered en route. Remember the guys 
who arrived complete with mosquito netting 
that took 15 minutes to untangle? Remember 
-the Company B “fatstuff” whose improperly 
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engineered foxhole declined to permit all of 
his anatomy to enter in a hurry? How the 
moon did shine on that perfect target! No it 
wasn’t a bald-headed man! The dispensary was 
crowded next day for applications of antisep- 
tics, linament and bandages to scratches, 
bruises and bumps — the only ill affects of the 
raid to 63rd men. 


Any relaxation of precautions against Jap 
soldiers in the neighborhood was likewise dis- 
pelled in a manner which might have resulted 
in tragedy. As it developed, however, tragedy 
concerned only the Japs involved. It came 
about when O. F. Maly and A. B. Banjai, 
Company A men, were returning from swim- 
ming in the river. Just at dusk they passed 
two men armed with rifles. They spoke and 
passed on. Suspicious when their greeting was 
unacknowledged they both turned. Realizing 
that the silent men were Japs, they rushed and 
wrested their weapons from them. One Jap 
was felled by a blow from his own rifle butt. 
The other “took off” with shots from the other 
rifle providing incentive. Souvenirs: One 
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badly battered son of Nippon, two rifles, one 
axe. Perimeter guards were doubled! 


By the time Highleyman Grove had been 
transformed into a clean, comfortable camp, 
it became known that the battalion’s first and 
major project was to make that portion of 
Guadalcanal safe enough from malaria to 
permit the staging of assault troops for sub- 
sequent action in the Northern Solomons. 


The rainy season had increased the area of 
swamps created by backwater from streams 
clogged with fallen trees and debris. Lagoons 
were prevented from discharging into the sea 
by sand bars created by tidal action. The 
ravages of war had left thousands of water- 
filled craters, wheel ruts, abandoned foxholes. 


Any stagnant or sluggish water became the 
home of anophelene mosquito larvae. The 
task of 14 officers and 650 men of the 63rd for 
the next six months was to be destruction of 
these breeding places by swamp and lagoon 
draining, stream clearance and depression fill- 
ing. In that period the project covered 80 
square miles. More than 20 miles of roads 
were built to enable crews to reach their work. 
More than 100 miles of streams were cleared 
and made to run freely; more than 50 miles of 
ditching was accomplished by machine and 
dynamiting — 16.5 miles, as a last resort, by 
hand labor. More than 40,000 cubic yards of 
earth were moved to level and fill water-hold- 
ing depressions over an area of more than 2000 
acres. Other crews sprayed oil on all stagnant 
water to control malaria until permanent pre- 
ventive measures could be completed. 


Work started on 24 June. From the first, 
men were hampered by a lack of tools. Bull- 
dozers which could have cleared underbrush 
from stream and lagoon margins were needed 
for projects with higher priorities. Only a few 
tractors suitable for heavy hauling were avail- 


able and they were crippled because of a 
scarcity of cable heavy enough to withstand 
the strain of removing watter-logged trees and 
other debris from streams. Part of the solu- 
tion can be creditied to energetic Seabees who 
swarmed over beached and burned Jap vessels 
to secure cable sufficient for their require- 
ments. 


Let’s observe other examples of Seabee in- 
genuity. Boarding a truck, we proceed north- 
ward off the Tetere-Lunga Road on a winding 
trail through head-tall grass of a jungle glade. 
We ford a narrow stream. The trail leads into 
a canyon walled with giant trees chinked 
solid with masses of tangled vines. Ahead we 
hear the staccato bark of a Diesel engine tak- 
ing the throttle. 


We near the stream again and find the work- 
ing party dwarfed by towering trees, insignifi- 
cant against a backdrop of underbrush. 
Twenty men are clearing the banks about 20 
feet back from the water. Some are cutting 
small trees with saws and axes. Others are 
hacking out the vines, bamboo and under- 
growth with machetes. Most of them wear 
canvas-topped jungle boots, shorts made of 
cut-off dungarees, and sun helmets. Several 
are smeared with a white substance to soothe 
the burning rash induced by poisonous vines. 
Others are daubed blue about the face and 
limbs to relieve a variety of bacterial skin in- 
fections lumped under the term “dermititis.” 
Many wear bandages over infected scratches 
and cuts from thorned vines and fronds. 


Two men are in the muddy, stinking water 
to their waists. They are fastening a cable 
about a huge fallen tree blocking the stream. 
The tractor on the other end of the line tries 
the load — it’s a big log and deeply imbedded. 
The engine snorts and threatens to stall. No, 
it won't take it! A conference is on the point 
of deciding that the log will have to be cut 
and blasted. No, the operator tries going ahead 
again. The tracks slip a bit as the engine 
thunders; the ground shakes. The load shud- 
ders a little, shifts, and moves. The tractor 
snakes the slimy load to the edge of the clear- 
ing. The operator raises clasped hands above 
his head in exultation, like a winning prize 
fighter. He has several sores on his back — 
from a mixture of grease and sweat aggravated 
by the rubbing of the seat cushion. 


The cable men hook the line to _ logs, 
branches and trash that the crew has cut. This 
is a job for a bulldozer but the tractor has 
none. A ‘dozer would save much of the cutting 
the crew is doing but there are more jobs than 
machines and the ’dozers are needed else- 
where. 

Farther along, the stream bed is clogged 
with earth. A truck is hitched by a length of 
cable to a “slip” or “slusher” — a bucket-like 


scraper designed by one of the 
chiefs and formed by our black- 
smiths and welders. Two men in 
mud to their hips hold the handles; 
the truck moves forward; the slip 
scoops up perhaps an eight of 
yard of muck; then men bear down 
on the handles; the evil-smelling 
load slithers up the bank, is 
dumped. 


The truck backs down and re- 
peats the process. Crude, perhaps, 
for the job calls for a crane or drag- 
line. But the cranes are needed else- 
where. One of the men on the 
handles is an excellent crane opera- 
tor. The two men, with the truck 
and driver, are doing the work of 
a dozen men with shovels. The 
truck is one which transported the 
crew to the job. It doubles as a 
tractor. 


An officer comes over from an- 
other job. There they are running 
a short canal to drain a swamp into 
the stream, using a tractor and 
carryall to scoop out the ditch. 
That should also be a job for a 
dragline but they are using what 
is available. Sometimes the tractor 
becomes mired in the diteh. That 
has happened now! Will the tractor 
on this project go over and pull 
that one out? It will! 


The machete gang has gathered 
about some object on the ground, 
We go to see a scattering of husan 
bones. Japs, they say. We wonder! 
The slusher crew has draged from 
the ooze a long-barrelled Jap 
sniper’s rifle and a Reising sub- 
machine gun — momentos of some 
brief and bloody encounter, prob- 
ably unrecorded, certainly unsung. 

Starting back for camp we see a 


crew of native men in the jungle clearing. They are using their 
machetes deftly under the direction of a 63rd chief who passes 
his instructions to an English-speaking “sergeant.” They work 
well, clearing a now-dry waterway of grass and other srowth so 
the land will drain in the rainy season. 


The natives are excitedly jabbering to one another as they 
carry on with swinging strokes. They seem happy about some- 
thing. Chief Holbrook tells us that a bunch of his “Joes” have 
just speared a wild pig in the jungle. We see it trussed up with 
vines between two posts. They are gleeful in anticipation of the 
feast. Later we heard they killed the pig and removed the hair 
by passing the carcass through the flame. After dressing and re- 
moving all bones, the native cooks place part of the meat on 
hot recks to broil. The remainder they wrap in large green 
leaves to bake near the fire. The natives love pork, we are “told, 
the fatter and greasier the better. 


Farther along the road back to camp we observe road patrols 
and shovel crews busy filling in watery foxholes, craters and 
ruts left by combat vehicles. Machinery can work only in acces- 
sible places; the balance of the filling must be done by strong 
Seabees wielding shovels. We see another crew culverting a 
road that had been hastily thrown across a ditch filled with 
stagnant water. Welders have made culvert tubing by welding 
empty oil drums together. Then, after a little shovel work in the 
ditch, water is made to flow freely toward the river, eliminating 
another egg-hatching hideout for Mrs. Anopheles. 


This was the essence of malaria control as practiced by the 
63rd NCB. Creeks and rivers were cleared of debris and allowed 
to run freely toward the sea. Swamps and bogs were drained 
back into the waterways. Lagoons, land-locked by sand-bars, 
were fitted with oil-drum culverts to permit excess water to 
escape to the ocean in the rainy season and to allow tidal 
fluctuations to vary the lagoon level. The inflow of salt water 
at high tide rendered lagoon water sufficiently alkaline to inhibit 
mosquito breeding. 


The next day we watched a crew install a flume through a 
sandbar choking a large lagoon. Piling had been placed in 
parallel rows to hold the oil-drum flume secure against wave 
action. The piles had been jetted into the sand by the force of 
water sent surging through a nozzle by a portable gasoline fire 
pump. The nozzle- -jet method could also be used to force a bed 
for the flume through the sandbar. Men were working in bathing 
trunks to anchor the seaward end of the flume in place. Strong 
waves broke over them but they seemed to enjoy their buffeting 
by the salt water. Anyway, they knew they were making Guadal- 
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canal safer for their brothers in service. 

There was little fun on these jobs but there 
were some thrills. Will Hubert Shelton, Elmer 
Beard, W. E. Burdick, M. A. Sullivan and W. 
F. Miller ever forget the day the crocodile 
chased them out of the Tenaru river? It’s no 
fish story! Chiefs Vosburg and Duplechan 
went gunning for the “critter,” shot it and 
measured it. Ten feet!! 


Meanwhile, the battalion was busy with 
other projects. A dock was built at Tetere 
Beach from piling, stringers and decking cut 
from the jungle while Chief “Dodo” Cates 
stood guard with his carbine. “Just in case,” 
he said. The dock consisted of a 40-foot square 
stage with a 12-foot driveway extending 60 
feet to shore. A ramp on the seaward side for 
bulldozers, tanks and other heavy equipment 
completed the installation. 


Heavy equipment and operators were sent 
to Koli Field to help other units complete the 
strip and facilities for heavy bombers. Time 
was called, temporarily, in August, while the 
battalion assembled its gear to move 10 miles 
down the shore to Red Beach, at the tip of 
historic Henderson Field. Fresh from their 
Tetere successes, malaria control crews. set to 
work making their new neighborhood safe 
from mosquitoes. 


In July crews had been detached for con- 
struction work at Mobile Hospital 8, the 20th 
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Station Hospital and the 52nd Field Hospital. 
In each case they found confusion. Housing 
was painfully inadequate for the ill and 
wounded already on the scene. There was a 
constant influx of new casualties to add com- 
plications. 


At the 20th Station Hospital, Chief Brevick’s 
crew found just enough lumber to build one 
new ward. What facilities there were had been 
hastily erected under pressure. Only one of 
the tent wards had a concrete floor. The rest 
were earthen with sandbags used as stepping 
stones through puddles. 


When word came that 400 patients were 
expected the next day, the 63rd crew went 
feverishly to work cutting poles from the 
jungle that would be suitable for tent frames. 
Well before nightfall the next day sufficient 
framing and canvas had been erected to house 
every one of the new patients. Refinements 
came later but by the end of August, 33 wards 
had been constructed, each measuring 18 by 
48 feet. There were a covered theater and six 
office and clinical buildings. When the crew 
was increased in November, Quonset wards 
were erected on concrete decks. 


Starting from scratch at MOB 8, 63rd men 
watched their small start grow into a fine, 
modern hospital with hutment wards, efficient 
operating rooms, and such conveniences as 
an elaborate water supply and sewerage sys- 
tem, sanitary showers, heads and a theatre. 


The early days were hectic, 
too, for men assigned to aid com- 
pletion of the 52nd Field Hos- 
pital. The facility was over- 
crowded with patients, many of 
them wounded. Ill and wounded 
Japanese prisoners also had to 
be provided for. Overtime work 
and extra effort were expended 
by the Seabees to meet the emer- 
gency. On completion of their 
major projects, however, the 
men enjoyed a field day design- 
ing and making equipment for 
doctors and the hospital staff. 
They were within easy reach of 
two salvage dumps and took ad- 
vantage of all their opportuni- 
ties. The one which won most 
praise from surgeons was the 
operating room sink made from 
the pan of a Jap truck. It was 
equipped with a foot-operated 
faucet. 


Perhaps the most precise and 
exacting assignment given the 
63rd on Guadalcanal was con- 
struction of the sonic ray an- 
tennae and radio operations 
building near Carney Field. 
Lieut. Schurrer was in charge 
of construction with the aid of 
engineers from the Army Signal 
Corps and the Federal Com- 
munications Commission. Sur- 
veying started 10 July and the 
plant was in operation by the 1 
September deadline despite 
-nearly every possible obstacle. 


Visiting the job on 31 July we 
found a scene resembling a 
beaver colony at work. Concrete 
mixers were rattling continu- 
ously, as Seabees working in 
pairs, pulled and pushed con- 
crete-laden wheelbarrows up a 
5-to-l ramp to pour their loads 
into forms. Chief Don Petty told 
us that all steel reinforcement 
was salvaged — steel rods labori- 
ously removed from rolls of steel 
mesh. 


Pointing to the concrete piers 
of the five antenna masts, each 
of which was destined to reach 
up 135 feet when more structural 
steel arrived, the Chief told how 
shovel crews struck water virtu- 
ally at the grass roots when they 
started excavating for tower 
foundations. He described how 
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pumps were used to keep the 
water level low enough in each 
hole to permit the men to work: 
how sheet piling in a coffer-dam 
arrangement was forced into 
each excavation as work pro- 
gressed to prevent men being 
buried by cave-ins; how lack of 
form lumber delayed concrete 
pouring for several anxious days. 
Finally, he explained how a can- 
vas tremie tube was utilized to 
keep the concrete from disinte- 
grating as it shot beneath the 
water. 


ans... 


Forms were removed from the 
operations building the first 
week in August. The building 
was found to be first rate des- 
pite the poor quality unwashed 
aggregate the men were forced 
i. to use for concrete. A coat of 
. stucco was spread over the con- 
i crete. The heavy transmitters, 
motor generators and receivers 
were installed and connected. 
Ground wires still had to be 
buried in intricate and precise 
patterns beneath each tower. 
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We watched this process with 
interest because, with the dead- 
line at hand, it was necessary to 


save the man-hours which would have been 
involved in burying the ground leads by hand. 
Each tower must have a heavy copper wire 
encircling it on a 15-foot radius. From this 
ring, eight equally-spaced wires were to run 
out radically for 100 feet. Instead of ditching 
each line by hand, an extension was welded 
to the central scarifier tooth of a road patrol. 
The free end of a reel of wire placed at the 
terminus of a radial line was attached to the 
improvised plow. At a signal, the machine 
drove straight for the tower, laying and bury- 
ing the wire a foot deep at the rate of 15 
minutes for each line. 


The payoff came on 31 August when the 
station was hooked in with the Carney Field 
control tower and found to be functioning 
perfectly as a landing beam for homing pilots. 
On 2 September, Comdr. Highleyman, Lieut. 
Schurrer, Chiefs Petty, Roberts and Brewer 
were taken aloft in a PBY and given an op- 
portunity to hear the “dit-dot-dit” of the beam 
signal guiding the plane to the center of the 
runway for a perfect landing. 


Assignment of a detail to build and outfit 
Air Corps Supply facilities, early in August, 
was another Guadalcanal project. Under the 
direction of Chief Henry, the men built a 
paint shop, loading dock, storage buildings 
and tool cribs. Several thousand storage bins 
were installed in already-constructed ware- 
houses. 
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During all this time, men were subject to 
the ravages of malaria and the troublesome 
infections and sores resulting from their work 
in mud, water and stifling jungle. Air alerts, 
sometimes several in one night, with the usual 
quota of nuisance bombings, did nothing to 
relieve the tension. There was excitement and 
a growing feeling of exhilaration, however, 
in watching Jap air power dwindle beneath 
the spouting guns of Yank night fighters and 
the capture of their Central Solomons airfields 
and troop bastions by our assault troops. 


The night of 21 September was one to re- 
member! There were two conditions red. The 
first came at 0015 and lasted until 0230. No 
raiders came. At 0355 the sirens screamed 
again, Some poked their heads from foxholes 
in time to see three searchlight beams center 
on a plane almost directly overhead. They 
could tell from the unsynchronized whine of 
its engines that it was a Jap twin-engined 
bomber. 


Smack in the center of the beams he was 
when they saw fiery tracers stream into him 
from above and to the rear, As the Yank pilot 
poured hot steel into the enemy, the Jap 
plane lighted up like a rocket. Stricken, it 
lurched, winged over and started a deafening 
dive toward the earth with throttles wide 
open. There was a roar and a spurt of livid 
flame as it exploded in mid-dive, disintegrat- 
ing before their eyes. 
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\ second Jap plane started a game of hide 
and seek with the searchlights. The excitement 
rivaled that of a college football game as men 
poured cheering from their foxholes to watch 
the chase. Caught again, this plane reeled and 
slid into a slow glide as the alert Yank again 
turned the heat. Tracers sliced through 
its fuselage and a red glow appeared. Flames 
increased their intensity as the doomed ship 
shot out of control and plummeted earthward 
like a blazing meteor. Exploding bombs added 


on 


to the din of the crash, very near the 63rd 
camp. 

Karly next day Seabees swarmed to the 
scene, saw one of the dead airmen and 


stripped souvenir material from the tangled- 
heat-warped wreckage. It learned later 
that Admiral Halsey witnessed the fight and 
awarded the Navy Silver Star to Lt. Henry 
Meigs, 22-year- -old New Yorker, for his feat 
in shooting two Jap bombers out of the air in 
59 seconds. 
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Hell's Point Ammunition Dump proved it 
was aptly named, when, on 26 November, the 
lunchtime lull in 63rd-land was shattered by 
heavy detonations which increased in tempo 
by the minute. Shell fragments and shrapnel 
began to whistle as men toak to their foxholes 
with mingled feelings. By 1330 it was known 
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that the ammo dump was in flames and that 
all enlisted personnel were to be evacuated to 
places of safety. Many officers remained in 
camp, however, and spent 13 quaking hours in 
their foxholes listening to tremendous explo- 
sions which sent showers of earth on them as 
sandbags over their heads split from concus- 
sion and vibration. 


The terrific cacophony continued until after 
midnight. About 0130 a slackening was noted 
and by morning the only danger lay in unex- 
plode -d ammunition and debris scattered 
throughout the tattered tents and mutilated 
trees of the camp. Chiefs Seever and Flach 
directed crews which picked up more than 
two tons of ammunition and fragments — 
enough to have brought horrible casualties if 
men had not been evacuated. Many a cozy 
Seabee “home” looked as though a combined 
forest fire and typhoon had come to visit. 


By the time malaria control had been well 
established and Army crews trained by 63rd 
personnel to maintain the projects, the men 
were in a receptive state for Comdr. Highley- 
man’s announcement on Christmas that the 
battalion was slated, soon, for a recreational 
leave. It came in January when weary men 
shipped for a refreshing interlude in New 
Zealand. 
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NEW ZEALAND 


ey aren by months of work in the 
dirt and ditches of Guadalcanal, men of the 
63rd Seabees were inclined to regard their 
opportunity for a rehabilitation leave in New 
Zealand as “just another trip to one of them 
damn South Pacific Islands.” It was to be 
their pleasure to discover, however, that the 
slogan “New Zealand Has Everything,” con- 
tains considerable basis in fact. 


Even what few of the men knew from ad- 
vance reading that New Zealand has been 
called “lotus-land” were prepared to be dis- 
illusioned after their experiences at other 
“island paradises.” But they, along with the 
rest, were nearly overwhelmed by what they 
saw as their ship steamed through Hauraki 
Gulf and into Waitemata Harbor where 
Auckland, a gem of beauty, was presented to 
them in a soft, blue setting of sea and hills 
as lovely as Naples or Rio. 


While they were being established in a 
comfortable camp and_ stuffing themselves 
with an abundance of milk, eggs, ice cream, 
fresh fruits, meats and vegetables, they had 
time to learn that there are no big cities in 


New Zealand. The largest, 220,000, is Auck- 


land, their host city, and the only others of 


size importance are Wellington, seat of the 
government, Christchurch and Dunedin. 


When leaves started there was so much to 
see, so much to do, so much mud, blood, 
sweat and corruption to forget, that men of 
the 63rd absorbed the charm of New Zealand 
as thirsty men grasp for water — as men re- 
leased from the rigors and confining elements 
of military life have always done. They soon 
learned to enjoy warm New Zealand beer and 
how to stock up to prevent going dry under 
a wartime regulation on late business hours 
for purveyors of beverages. They found New 
Zealand cities sobered by war but eager to 
extend every possible courtesy and to relax 
every possible civilian restriction for the 
benefit of service men. 


Seabees found New Zealanders to be extra- 
ordinary folk with an open-handed hospital- 
ity similar to that of our West in frontier 
days. They were anxious to be of service — to 
comfort the forlorn or homesick. Not all of 
the “Sheilas” carried, as one did, that idea to 
the extreme of singing “Marching Through 
Georgia” to an Atlanta boy, but their at- 
tempts were heartwarming. To his everlasting 
credit be it said that the boy from Atlanta 
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didn't start the Civil War all over again in 
New Zealand. 


Basking in such hospitality and with the 
hollows in their faces and frames somewhat 
filled by good New Zealand cooking, exhil- 
arating air and the sights and sounds eof men, 
women and children ral their own kind, the 
men literally swarmed to all parts of the 
Dominion by rail, bus, bicycle, jeep and boat. 


They enjoyed the trains especially — govern- 
ment owned “toy” trains on narrow- gauge 
tracks — because they stopped every 50 ‘miles 


or so for tea and sandwiches sold from track- 
side depots also operated by the government. 
Again to their credit, be it said that very few 
Seabees left the country with the NZR cups 
-and. saucers as souvenirs. Liquor was tech- 
nically forbidden on trains but the govern- 
ment diplomatically sidestepped. the issue by 
requesting passengers to refrain from throw- 
ing bottles from train windows to prevent 
injury to track workers. 


The Yank travelers became adventurers — 
exploring natural wonders which heretofore 
existed “onty in their imaginations. Each day 
they stumbled upon something new and allur- 
ing, for into the relatively small New Zealand 
territory is packed a little of nearly every 
country in the world. In the north are foliage 
and white, sunny beaches like those of 
Hawaii; there are sub- -tropical jungles, snow- 
capped mountains, geysers as spectacular as 
those of Yellowstone; there are lakes and fish- 
ing streams rivaling those of Maine and 
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Canada. On South Island the tourist can 
enjoy mountaineering and skiing; in Central 
Otago is a region which rivals the deserts of 
Arizona or Libya; far to the South, fjords are 
found almost as spectacular as those of Nor- 
way. 


Many 63rd men visited that natural won- 
derland, Rotorua, where guides introduced 
them to geysers of sparkling water, colorful 
steaming hot springs, boiling mud, lakes with 
currents of very hot and extremely cold water 
— hot enough on one side to scald the hand, 
and cold enough on the other side to be the 


habitat of large game fish. 


Here, also, Seabees saw Maori village life 
in all its engaging simplicity and charm, in 
the fantastic natural wonderland which by 
treaty is forever the domain of the first set- 
tlers of New Zealand. The Maoris enjoy en- 
tertaining their visitors, and exhibit their love 
of dancing and singing by frequent concerts 
and dances in which men, women and chil- 
dren all take part. Their graciousness ex- 
tended so far as to include a concert staged 
within the 63rd camp in Auckland. 


While at Rotorua, the men could see the 
havoc wrought by natural forces running 
amuck. They walked across a two-mile-wide 
valley which had sunk 30 feet in the violent 
eruption of Mt. Tarawera in 1886. In other 
places could be seen fissures 40 feet wide and 
about as deep, rent in the rock by the vol- 
canic outburst. They descended, also, into a 
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village buried beneath tons of volcanic debris 
which had been partially excavated. 


There are snowfields and glaciers on both 
North and South Islands but the men found 
the most spectacular mountains in the South- 
ern Alps where Mt. Cook rises proudly to 
12,349 feet. In the vicinity are 29 glaciers 
where snow and ice brought nostalgic mem- 
ories of White Christmasses in the U.S.A. 


Some Seabees penetrated the farming 
regions where they learned from the “cockies” 
(farmers) that while New Zealand has no 
predatory animals to menace flocks and herds, 
nature still has its threats in the form of 
dense, constantly-encroaching forests with 
ferns poisonous to grazing stock, blackberry 
vines which over-run and choke pasture land, 
and a superabundance of tree-girdling rabbits 
and deer. Consequently, forest fires are en- 
couraged and fought only when they en- 
danger human life and property. 


To the visitor, however, New Zealand is 
nothing but charming. It is hard for him to 
believe that the forests, called “the bush” by 
islanders, are a constant threat to the agri- 
cultural economy of the nation, The visitor 
comes to love the lyrical names bestowed by 
the Maori on every living thing, every moun- 
tain, stream and plant names which blend 
perfectly with the beauties they describe and 
which have been retained by the white in- 
habitants. 


New Zealand’s cities were equally as popu- 
lar with Seabees eager to see as much of this 
new land as possible. It was difficult for them 
to realize in Napier, however, that in 1931 
the Napier-Hastings area was leveled by a 
tremendous earthquake which took 255 lives 
and that this beautiful city with broad streets, 
beautiful buildings, attractive homes and eye- 
filling parks, has been virtually rebuilt from 
rubble. 


Wellington, with its imposing Parliament 
buildings and residence of the Governor-Gen- 
eral, representing the British King, was an- 
other point of interest but its lower Summer 
temperature kept Seabees hopping to keep 
warm after their sojourn in blood-thinning 
Guadalcanal heat. Despite the threat of in- 
creasing cold as they went farther south, some 
men crossed historic Cook Strait to South 
Island to see the beautiful cities of Christ- 
church and Dunedin, places which in some 
ways have retained more of the British tradi- 
tion than North Island population centers. 


Others were attracted to the west coast 
communities where world-ranging American 
whaling and sealing vessels made their head- 
quarters long before there was any semblance 
of European civilization on the islands. Those 
who spent all or any portion of their free 
time in the smaller communities of New 
Plymouth, Hamilton, Hastings and others, 


were pleased with the home-like atmosphere 
and cordiality of their hosts. 


Who could blame Seabees for reveling in 
the freedom, hospitality and attractions of 
such a country; for postponing research into 
the beneath-the-surface New Zealand until 
quieter hours after their return to lonely 
tropical outposts? Their knowledge of the 
geography, climate, economy and govern- 
ment of New Zealand was thus acquired from 
the guidebooks purchased on their travels 
and studied diligently in leisure hours on 
Guadalcanal and Emirau. 


They found that New Zealand is virtually 
an empire in itself, a Dominion within the 
British Commonwealth of Nations, having 
control of territory ranging from a portion 
of tropical Samoa to the Antarctic Ross Sea. 
New Zealand proper, the three islands called 
North, South, and Stewart, include an area 
roughly the size of Colorado. The total Maori 
and white population is 1,641,000 — about 
the size of Detroit. 


Ranging from 34 to 48 degrees south lati- 
tude, the main islands resemble a ridge in 
the sea — a volcanic mass covered with fertile 
soil, primeval forests and lush vegetation, 
lofty, snow-capped mountains and an active 
volcano, hot springs and geyser basins — all 
to be enjoyed without the inhibitions arising 
from pestilent insects, carnivorous animals or 
poisonous reptiles. 


New Zealand’s climate closely resembles 
that of Great Britain, remembering, of course, 
the antipodean reversal of seasons which 
brings a mid-summer Christmas, Easter in 
the Fall and Thanksgiving in the Spring. 
There is one exception, however. The north- 
erly portion of North Island, including Auck- 
land, is near enough to the torrid zone to be 
classed as sub-tropical. This region is a winter 
playground for New Zealanders, similar to 


Florida and Southern California. Still, with 
the mid-summer Auckland temperature sel- 
dom as low as 60 degrees, 63rd men found it 
comfortable to sleep in their clothing under 
two blankets. 


So far as can be determined, New Zealand 
was first peopled by Maori tribes emigrating 
from Polynesian Islands as far demoved as 
Tahiti, making tremendously long voyages 
by war canoe 150 years before Cnlambus dis- 
covered America. Abel Tasman, a Dutch ex- 
plorer, was the first white man to visit the 
group and named it New Zealand after a 
province in his homeland. Holland tock no 
advantage of the discovery, however, and the 
territory was claimed for Histaic in 1769 by 
Captain James Cook. 


The Napoleonic Wars and difficulties with 
American colonists had so deflated Britain’s 
traditional colonial policy that her new ac- 
quisition was ignored for many years. This 
did not prevent whaling and sealing captains 
from making their headquarters along the 
west coast for easy excursions into nearby 
waters abounding with marine wealth. Sev- 
eral lawless settlements were established and 
early relations with the Maoris were marred 
by mutual treachery and bloodshed. 


Missionaries arrived in 1814 and aided 
somewhat in restoration of order but it was 
not until 1840 that British sovereignty was 
established and a formal attempt at coloniza- 
tion made at Wellington. From the first, 
Britain dealt with the Maoris as a sovereign 
nation aiming at acquisition of farm lands 
by purchase through terms of the Treaty of 
Waitangi. 


Colonists were of a high type, generally. 
They respected the customs, loyalties and 
courage of their aboriginal predecessors but 
strife was inevitable in colonization of a ter- 
ritory so far removed from the seat of goy- 
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ernment in London. It took the fastest sailing 
vessels several months to make a one-way trip 
between London and Wellington. The Maori 
Wars were bloody, similar to the Indian Wars 
of the U. S. Once a settlement was reached, 
however, the issue was forgotten and the 
finest of relationships between whites and 
Maoris has existed to the present. 


The Maori of colonial days was a splendid 
physical specimen, an excellent boatman and 
navigator and capable of unbelievable feats 
of endurance. Until the introduction of metals 
and gunpowder by the whaling crews, he 
lived a Stone Age existence in small tribes or 
communities governed by chiefs and priests. 
Military virtues were paramount and constant 
inter-tribal warfare was the principal pastime. 
Slain warriors provided food for the con- 
querors, 


The natives were eager to learn the white 
man’s methods. Under the guidance of mis- 
sionaries and a co-operative governmental 
policy, they began to more rapidly recom- 


mend themselves to their British neighbors 
because of their natural sense of humor, 
innate friendliness, dignity and aristocratic 
manners. Present British-Maori relationships, 
where the natives are accepted as equals in 
every way, are based on mutual admiration 
and respect. 


Except for a rich but rapidly depleted gold 
strike in 1861, New Zealand’s world-famous 
fertility has been its major resource. Pasture 
land which needs re-seeding only every 
dozen years or so maintained huge flocks of 
sheep in early days. Later, however, dairying 
became by far the most important industry 
and is today New Zealand’s chief contribu- 
tion to the world. The nation has developed 
an almost complete agricultural economy, 
sending the products of its grazing lands to 
the mother country in return for manufac- 
tured articles. The Dominion’s per capita 
trade value is the greatest in the world. 


The New Zealand government, established 
as a Dominion in 1907, has been called one 


of the most enlightened and progressive in 
the history of mankind. The Maori is repre- 
sented in Parliament and has the privilege 
of voting. Woman suffrage has been per- 
mitted by statute since 1893, Free, compulsory 
and secular education has been the rule since 


1877. 


The government has been labeled “social- 
ism without the doctrines,” illustrated by the 
practice of levying taxes so high as to literally 
force private wealth out of existence. There 
are no very rich people and no very poor 
people. The old-age pension system is the 
most liberal in the world. Medical treatment, 
medicines, and hospital service are free. The 
government owns 90 per cent of all hospitals 
but if a patient prefers a private institution, 
£2 is provided per week for his care. 


In these ways has New Zealand anticipated 
and surpassed the New Deal policies of the 
United States. In addition, the government 
controls railroads, natural resources, and has 
virtual control of banking and insurance. It 


is a labor government and union membership 
is compulsory. 


Prices are fixed by the government. For 
example, farmers know in advance what their 
incomes will be because they are assured of 
uniform prices for their produce. The State 
has built more than 10,000 modern homes 
that range in price from $6000 to $8500 in 
cost. These may be rented for amounts from 
$3.25 to $5.70 per week. To those who wish 
to build their own homes, the government 
will loan up to 90 per cent of the cost of land 
and building, extending the repayment for 
as long as 36 years. The interest rate is about 
4 per cent. 


Because of its salubrious climate, enlight- 
ened medical measures and governmental as- 
sistance, New Zealand has the lowest infant 
mortality and the highest life-expectancy 
rates in the world. Considerable pre-war 
sentiment against immigration took expres- 
sion in the slogan “New Zealand for New 
Zealanders,” but a different viewpoint may 
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be affected by war casualties and an ex- 
tremely low birth rate which, before the 
war, had slumped to an annual figure of 17 
births per thousand population. 


Despite its independence and love of pro- 
gressive experiments in government, New 
Zealand’s deep-seated love for the mother 
country is exemplified in her support of the 
last two years. The Dominion rallied in every 
way to the defense of Britain in World War 
l. It finaneed the battle cruiser New Zealand, 
besides its usual annual contribution of 
£20,000 for the British Navy and support of 
its own fleet. The nation also placed 100,000 
men in the field as the New Zealand Expedi- 
tionary Force which performed in exemplary 
fashion at Gallipoli and in many other 
theaters of war. This force represented 10 
per cent of the total population and nearly 
40 per cent of the male population between 
the ages of 20 and 45. 


In World War II, 25 per cent of the male 


population was in uniform. More than 100,000 


served overseas. In order to match New Zea- 
land’s mobilization on a per capita basis, the 
United States would have had an Army and 
Navy of 13,000,000 men and a Home Defense 
Reserve of 8,000,000. 

In its youth and progressiveness New Zea- 
land has already given the world much food 
for thought in the field of government. Un- 
doubtedly her participation in the most re- 
cent war has helped her to become more 
aware of herself as a nation. Her land and 
people, both white and Maori, can render 
tremendous service to international society, 
not alone in the realms of human relation- 
ships, racial tolerance and government, but 
also in the circles of art, literature and music. 
Like the soil, these refinements await only 
further cultivation to make them outstanding. 

The 63rd Seabees, tremendously grateful 
for their pleasant interlude in New Zealand, 
extend to the government and people of 
“God’s other country” their best wishes for 
unlimited national health, wealth and peace 
for all the future days. 
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FIRST REPLACEMENTS 


ens Draft 2234, later known to men 
of the original 63rd NCB as “Lend-Lease 
Boots,” was born at Camp Peary exactly a 
year after arrival of 63rd veterans at that 
quivering quagmire. An account of their ex- 
periences before joining the battalion on 
Guadalcanal is here interposed. 


Made up about equally of seamen and fire- 
men newly ripped from the loving arms of 
boot camp chiefs, and of assorted rated men 
who had been languishing in replacement 
“holes,” the group of about 900 was assembled 
in B-6 drill hall on 8 December 1943. With no 
ceremony they were told they were to be 
granted 10-day leaves and urged to avail them- 
selves of the privilege “because itll be your 
last chance for a long, long time.” 


From then until its arrival at Guadalcanal 
CD 2234 might have been more accurately 
classified as “Orphan Draft 000” because in 
all that time it was a ship without a rudder 
— no permanent officers and only a sketchy 
organization with first-class men acting as 
chiefs. 


The draft idled in B-6 area for three weeks 
awaiting return of leave stragglers. Two off- 
shoots were detached, one going to the West 
Coast and the other to Camp Endicott. The 
balance, by far the largest share, entrained 8 
January for an undisclosed destination which 
proved, three days later, to be Gulfport, Miss. 


Training at Gulfport was intensive, confined 
exclusively to military tactics, numerous con- 
ditioning hikes of infamous memory and a 
tussle with carbines at the ABD rifle range 
where intense cold chalked up several “cat 
fever” casualties. 


It seemed impossible that the Lend-Leasers 
could be on their way “over there” on 7 Feb- 
ruary when they shouldered mountainous 
packs of foul weather and other tropic gear, 
slung carbines and set off on a three mile 
stroll to West Pier. It was unknown at the 
time, but the pretty Southern girls who lined 
the route to wave farewell were the last white 
women to be seen for a long time. When the 
S.S. Jean LaFitte was boarded and bunks as- 
signed that evening, the consensus was that 


, 


Port Hueneme was the ship’s destination, via 
the Panama Canal. 


The big C-3 Merchant Marine cargo trans- 
port, brand new, eased from her berth at 0900 
the next day. She headed far out into the 
Gulf of Mexico but gradually swung west 
until the Mississippi delta lowland was in 
sight. The LaFitte took on a pilot and negoti- 
ated the largest arm of the delta to New 
Orleans where she lay for two nights and a 
day being degaussed, fueled and supplied. 
There were more than 1500 troops aboard in- 
cluding three CBMU’s and 200 casual officers. 
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At 0730 on 10 February the LaFitte swung 
last into a line of three well-heeled C-3 ships 
and, escorted by five SC-type Coast Guard 
craft, foamed south into the broad Gulf. As 
she passed the Coast Guard station at the 
rivers mouth porpoises played in the bow 
waves a favorable omen, it was hoped. 

The passage through the Gulf, especially in 
the narrow gut between the Peninsula of 
Yueatan and Cuba, was the toughest of the 
voyage and only the hardiest escaped seasick- 
ness. Some were ill enough to be entirely un- 
concerned by the submarine menace of Tor- 
pedo Junction which the convoy was timed 
to negotiate at night. 


The 


loomed early on the morning of 14 January 


picturesque Canal Zone coastline 
and it was not long before the ship had broken 
convoy, picked its way through a labyrinth of 
anti-torpedo defenses, passed through the 


harbor and into the canal channel. 


The trip through the canal with its huge 
locks, Gatun and Miraflores Lakes, (where 
fresh-water showers were available to the 
nimble few who realized that the ship’s pumps 
were raising fresh rather than salt water), the 
engineering masterpiece of Culebra Cut — all 
were of intense interest. Visible also was a 
deadly assortment of anti-aircraft weapons 
bristling from flower-covered emplacements. 
In the evening a display of searchlight plane 
spotting was enjoyed. The ship nosed into a 
slip at Balboa for the night to be refueled and 


loaded with added stores. 


There was little doubt next morning that 
the rapidly-receding coastline of the “cross- 
roads of the world” was to be the draft’s last 
sight of U. S. soil for many a day as the La 
Fitte steamed rapidly south without escort. 
She plowed almost due west for the next two 
days through schools of porpoise and flying 


- fish, but turned southwest on 18 February, the 


day before Neptunus Rex altered the troops 
from a motely assortment of Polliwogs to 
barberscarred Shellbacks. 


The ship crossed time zones every other day 
during its placid trip. On very few o¢casions 
vas rough weather encountered but the pas- 
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sengers were treated to sights of watersprouts, 
an occasional whale, porpoises and sharks, the 
wonders and mysteries of tropical rain squalls 
and colorful sunsets. The first landfall visible 
from the weather deck was Samoa, looming 
far to starboard on 29 February. The next day 
the ship crossed the international dateline on 


a course altered to bear due west. 


Ziz-zagging north of the Fijis, the LaFitte 
rendezvoused with a destroyer escort and soon 
began to pick her way through countless is- 
lands which the amateur geographers aboard 
surmised correctly, were of the New Hebrides. 
The first glimpse of coconut plantations and a 
Seabee camp on “Island X” was obtained the 
evening of 5 March when the LaFitte dropped 
its hook in the beautiful harbor of Espiritu 
Santo. 


The men were disappointed at the total lack 
of mail. It became apparent then, that the 
draft was indeed orphaned when it became 
known that the 15th NCR to which it had 
been assigned could take no more than 300 
seamen as replacements in the 44th and 57th 
Battalions. 


Separations came aboard but the LaFitte 
finally cleared port at 1530 on 7 March to 
steam north through a beautiful chain of the 
Southern Solomons until Guadalcanal was 
sighted and an anchorage secured off Lunga 
Beach on the forenoon of 9 March. The rem- 
nant of the draft disembarked and was trans- 
ported to the camp of the 27th NCB of the 
18th Regiment. There the men were permit- 
ted to dispatch air mail letters and were intro- 
duced to the stimulating wonders of coconut 
milk, atabrine, perspiration — and mud. 
| The men were put to work without delay to 
aid the 27th to prepare for its forward push. 
But on 14 March the final split was made and 
the draft divided between the 27th, 61st and 
63rd Battalions, 


The 100 men assigned to the 63rd were 
welcomed auspiciously that evening by being 
permitted to join the beer line. The next day 
The two 
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the replacements were paid in full. 
gestures made the men feel very 
home, at least as much as possible. 


TRIP TO EMIRAU 
Dow for the seizure and 


occupation of Emirau Island in 
the St. Matthias Group was 20 
March 1944, one month after 
the occupation of Green Island 
and immediately following a 
1000-ton naval bombardment of 
Kavieng, New Ireland, 84 miles 
south of Emirau. Two battalions 
of the 4th Marines secured the 
island without opposition. Main 
contingents of the 18th Naval 
Construction Regiment and four 
Construction Battalions arrived 


with the second and_ third 
echelons on 25 and 30 March. 


The interim between the re- 
turn from New Zealand and the 
date of departure of the 63rd’s 
first echelon was crowded with 
preparations for the move. 
Shifts worked around the clock, 
rain or shine, building pontoon 
strings which were then floated 
into the well deck of a Landing 
Ship, Dock. Two officers and 60 
men went aboard and _ sailed 
with the LSD on 21 March. 


Subsequent echelons of 63rd 
men were dispatched from 
Guadalcanal to reach Emirau at 
5-day intervals from 25 March 
to 4 April. Some traveled in 
LCT’s, subsisting on K-rations. 
Other more fortunate Seabees 
made the trip in LST’s, eating 
their chow on deck after pass- 
ing through the troop galley aft. 


The 8-day voyage made by 
the fourth echelon, while typi- 
cal, was spiced by several better- 
than-ordinary variations. Here 
are some recollections: 


We embarked at Kukum on 
28 March and proceeded direct- 
ly to the Russell Islands. Soon 
after our arrival “doggies” from 
several outfits came aboard and 
took over the deck and some 
portside troop compartments. 
That night, when our deck 
cargo appeared on the wharf, 
the stevedore crew seemed un- 
able to handle the loading to 
the satisfaction of our Coast 
Guard: crew so the 63rd was 
asked to take over. In short 
order all gear was topside. 


dogged down and secure. A day 
of waiting for more cargo 
brought no results. Our skipper 
took matters into his own hands 
and gave orders to sail at day- 


break, 


Officers and crew gave us the 
run of the ship. Abandon ship 
and fire drills were infrequent 
and duty assignments were cut 
to a minimum. During the morn- 
ing we picked up the balance 
of our convoy which consisted 
of Liberty Ships, LST’s, des- 
troyers, destroyer escorts and 
one tug. 


The balance of the trip was 
not devoid of thrills even though 
the convoy was never in danger 
of attack, Personnel who re- 
mained topside at night were 
treated to the sight of tracers 
shooting skyward as we passed 
Empress Augusta Bay on Bou- 
ganville and the glow in the sky 
which we hoped was the result 
of bombings at Buka. Our course 
led past Green Island and near 
Jap bases on New Ireland and 
on past the island chain in that 
area. 


Palm Sunday was calm and 
beautiful. The day ended in a 
manner satisfactory to all hands. 
About 20 minutes before time to 
darken ship a large airplane 
appeared rather high on the 
starboard quarter. Concern over 
the identity of the ship was evi- 
dent and crews stood by their 
guns. It was noted by this time 
that the plane was a four-en- 
gined bomber but definite iden- 
tification had not been made. 
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As the huge plane crossed the 
path, 10 parachutes 
blossomed in the sky at intervals 
“hit the silk” with 
an extra parachute for a rubber 
raft. All 


speedily 


convoy s 
as the crew 
power hoats 


manned and_ began 
criss-crossing the area to pick 


were 


up the crew as the convoy came 


to a complete halt. The plane 
flew a few miles to port, gradu- 
ally gliding toward the water, 
finally skip-hopping along the 
waves to her end. 


Racing against darkness, the 
hoats accomplished the rescue 
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of every airman just as the com- 
mand came to darken and 
secure ship for the night. 


On Monday night, 3 April, 
orders were passed for troops to 
eat their chow at 0330 to pre- 
pare for disembarkation at 
about 0800, Mussau and Emirau 
were sighted at dawn. Shortly 
thereafter we ground to a stop 
at the Black Beach LST landing. 
Going ashore in ankle-deep mud 
and traversing the almost im- 
passable roads to camp did little 
to create a favorable first im- 
pression of Emirau. 


ot 


learned that the 
LSD echelon had come to grief 
on a reef with their 
barge on 25 March, while the 
with and 
several pieces of heavy equip- 


There we 
pontoon 


barge, loaded gear 
ment, was being towed ashore. 
Unable to free the barge im- 
mediately they spent the night 
on the reef. Early the next day, 
they were hauled off by LCM’s 
and turned their pontoons over 
to the Naval Advance Base. 
They established a camp at 
Yellow Beach where they re- 
mained until the battalion camp 
was laid out. 


: 
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EMIRAU 
CAMP LIFE 


B, the time the 63rd came 


to organize its camp on Emirau 
Island such activity had become 
more or less routine. There was 
little exception to the normal 
procedure, unless there was 
more rain and mud to make life 
miserable for the first few days. 

The first echelons occupied 
shelter tents and jungle ham- 
mocks for a few nights until 
underbrush in the coconut grove 
chosen for the camp site could 
be cleared. Emirau was a danger 
zone and no open lights were 
permitted after dark. It was a 
simple life just hit the sack 
after evening chow and _ stay 
there until morning. Simple life, 
perhaps, but not so simple to 
grope to and from breakfast in 
utter darkness. 


Fortunately, the island’s repu- 
tation for being waterless be- 
came a myth when 63rd well- 
diggers started to work. A good 
spring was located and never 
was the battalion without an 
ample supply of water good 
enough for all purposes. Those 
showers certainly helped to 
compensate for the mud, hungry 
flies and hard-hitting red ants. 
What was it we used to call em? 


Gradually, with the erection 
of pyramidal tents, the camp 
took on a more ship-shape look. 
The galley, chow hall, sick bay 
and dispensary were complete 
and the chapel, St. Mary’s-on- 
the-Hill, was erected in time for 
Easter services. ' 

There were no tents, tem- 
porarily, for men of the fourth 
echelon. They remained fairly 
dry by improvising — shelters 
from tarpaulins. No one was 
allowed to sleep on the ground, 
so, in lieu of cots, these fourth 
echeloners stretched their weary 
bones upon low plank trestles 
hastily constructed by the car- 
nenter shop. 

Island projects started imme- 
diately. Men worked, generally 
in six-hour shifts, alternating 
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morning and afternoon to allow 
18 hours of rest between shifts. 
It was in these off-duty hours 
that the Emirau camp became 
a typical 63rd “home” with 
coral roads. sidewalks. flower 
beds, ornamental fences and 
other refinements. 

Despite the fact that Japanese 
attacks by sea and air were pos- 
sible — even promised by Tokyo 
Rose foxholes were occupied 
on only three occasions. The 
pits were scooped from the hard 
coral by bulldozers. 

Emirau Island, also known as 
Storm, Squally, Emira, Kerue, 
and Hunter Island, is only about 
eight miles long with an aver- 
age width of two miles. Formed. 
from an upthrust coral reef with 
a shallow earth surface over de- 
cayed coral, no part of the is- 
land is more than 200 feet above 
sea level. Emirau and Mussau, 
or St. Matthias Island, 15 miles 
to the west, are the only im- 
portant pieces of land in the 
St. Matthias Group of the Bis- 
marck Archipelago. Emirau is 
| degree, 39 minutes south of 
the Equator and is crossed by 
the 150th meridian of east 
longitude. 

Although it is but a tiny dot 
in the vast expanse of the 
Pacific, Emirau was of immense 
strategic value in the campaign 
against the Japanese. Possession 
of the island cleared the way 
for surface ships to move freely 
in the Bismarck Sea = and 
trapped Jap forces remaining in 
the Bismarcks and Solomons. 
With the Admiralties held to 
the west, the Solomons in the 
south and Green Island to the 
southeast, seizure of Emirau 
put the stopper in the northern 
end of a huge “bottle” centain- 
ing Japs. 

The original mission of the 
Naval Advance Base Unit which 
included the 63rd Battalion was 
to establish a base at Kavieng, 
New Ireland. This plan was 
changed on 18 March, just two 
days prior to the occupation of 
Emirau. Unhampered by enemy 
reprisals, construction battal- 
ions were able to proceed im- 
mediately with establishment of 
base facilities and then to the 
construction of two heavy 


bomber airstrips with collateral 
facilities, harbor installations, a 
small-boat pool, motor torpedo 
boat base and a network of 
roads. 

A look at the island five 
months after its seizure might 
give cause for belief that it had 
always been an outpost of civil- 
ization. This is far from the 
truth. When the island was oc- 
cupied in late March the entire 
area was covered by jungle ex- 
cept for small sites planted to 
coconut trees and a few native 
clearings. The few existing 
roads were little more than 
trails and very muddy in wet 
weather. 

Emirau is surrounded — by 
coral reefs with one fair harbor 
called Hamburg Bay on _ the 
northwest coast. Numerous small 
islands lie nearby. Three 
beaches were usable for LST 
landings and a couple of others 
were suitable for LCT’s. 

The climate is tropical with 
a temperature generally — be- 
tween 73 and 90 throughout 
the year. Humidity is high and 
the annual rainfall is heavy. 
The Army weather station re- 
corded approximately 85 inches 
of rain from 15 May to | Oct- 
ober, 1944. There are periodic 
storms with prevailing winds 
from the northwest during the 
period from November to 
March and from the southeast 
from May until September. 
April and October are generally 
calm. Shortly after landing on 
Emirau a 63rder asked a native 
if it rained all the time. “No,” 
he said, “sometimes three-day 
dry spell.” 

The native population of 
Emirau was normally about 300, 
Mainly Melanesians, their ap- 
pearance, manners and customs 
were generally the same as 
those of the Solomon Islanders. 
There were four villages, two of 
which housed approximately 
100 inhabitants each, The native 
population was evacuated to 
Mussau by the Marines but later 
a native camp was established 
at the eastern end of the island 
for male laborers. Micronesian 
natives, refugees from the Japs 
on New Ireland and New Han- 
over, were rescued by PT boats 


and brought to Emirau where 
they were added to the labor 
camp under the direction of 
Australians. 

Emirau was taken over by 
Australia under terms of the 
New Guinea Mandate of the 
League of Nations for German 
possessions in the Pacific south 
of the Equator. A man named 
Wilde started the coconut plan- 
tation on Emirau during the 
German regime. His wife was 
buried on the island. After Aus- 
tralian control was instituted, 
the groves were sold to Emirau 
Plantations Ltd., functioning 
under that management until 
Japanese visited the island in 
early 1942. The plantation man- 
ager escaped. 

A man named Collett pur- 
chased timber rights in 1934 
and operated a teak and ma- 


hogany sawmill near Hamburg 
Bay until the Japs raided the 
island for native labor and ma- 
chinery. He escaped to New 
Britain where he was captured 
by the Japs and killed. The 
same fate befell the pastor of 
a Seventh Day Adventist Mis- 
sion which had functioned 
Emirau from headquarters on 
Viussau. 


on 


The Japs established a radar 
and small float plane base on 
fEmananus Island, near Mussau, 
during the early stages of their 
push. Operating personnel fled 
at the time of the Marine inva- 
sion of Emirau. The Japs were 
hunted down and destroyed at 
sea. 

After the preliminary hard- 
ships and discomforts, men of 
the 63rd enjoyed exceptional 
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gx and recreational facilities 
on the tiny island. Because no 
part was far from the sea, some 
relief from the stifling heat 
could be expected nearly every 
day. Few men were insensible 
to the grandeur of flaming 


living 


dawns, sunsets of incomparable 
beauty and the majesty of mon- 
chromatic seascapes buttressed 
by huge cloud banks. 


Many leisure hours were spent 
on the coral reefs collecting sea 
shells and cat eyes. Brilliantly- 
hued small fish could be ad- 
mired in contrast to the white 
coral in shoal water. Fishing 
was a favorite sport until it be- 
came too noisy. It would seem 
that one stick of dynamite was 
insufficient for some ambitious 
Seabees who experimented with 
more and better charges until 


sometimes a dozen sticks were 
bunched around a hand grenade 
detonator, Fortunately, the only 
casualties were fish and one 
first-class stripe from Company 
G: 

By far the most spare-time 
interest, outside the nightly 
movies in “stupendous” Emirau 
Bowl, centered in athleties. 
After projects were well under 
control, equipment was avail- 
able for grading an expansive 
area over the bluff from the 
galley. This site emerged as 
Lovejoy Field, well equipped 
with baseball diamonds. 

In nearly every respect the 
campsite, living conditions and 
work on Emirau were more at- 
tractive to 63rd personnel than 
at the two camps on Guadal- 
canal. 
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EMIRAU PROJECTS 


‘ce work experience of the 
63rd NCB on Emirau Island was 
unique in the battalion’s his- 
tory because, for the first time, 
the men were on hand to take 
part in the first stages of trans- 
forming an isolated jungle is- 
land into a complete advance 
naval base — a headache to 
Nippon, 

Because the need was urgent 
for speed in base construction, 
projects started immediately. 
Consequently only the essentials 
of a healthful, sanitary camp 
were established for the battal- 
ion until the pressure of work 


was removed with completion 
of major projects and men were 
available for beautifying the 
battalion’s “home.” 

The primary projects asigned 
to the battalion were establish- 
ment of camps for airmen and 
ground crews and the construc- 
tion of roads to and including 
the airfield perimeter. Men 
worked in 6-hour shifts, two 
shifts a day. The possibility of 
attack made night work out of 
the question. 

The immediate need for good 
roads was apparent to all men 
who endured the lurching, 


slogging, crawling trips by truck). 


to and from their. projects, 
sometimes several miles from 
camp. At best no better than 


wheel ruts when the island was 
occupied, the roads became pro- 
gressively worse under the com- 
bined onslaughts of heavy rain 
and essential transport. 

An abundance of good coral 
gravel, procurable from _ pits 
convenient to construction sites, 
made road building on Emirau 
almost a pleasure. Rapid pro- 
gress was made in clearing the 
rights of way, stripping, filling, 
grading and surfacing. Auxili- 


ary routes for access to projects 
were provided during the build- 
ing of permanent roads, Ap- 
proximately 40 miles of coral- 
surfaced highways were built on 
Emirau. The main arteries were 
all-weather surface, 60 feet wide 
on a 100-foot right of way. 

Construction of camp facili- 
ties for aircraft units progressed 
rapidly in conjunction with the 
work of building two heavy- 
bomber airstrips by other bat- 
talions. Carving Marine Air 
Group and VM Ground Echelon 
campsites out of the jungle was 
reminiscent of malaria control 
on Guadaleanal. Men worked in 
all sorts of weather, with ma- 
chetes, crosscuts and axes to 
clear out the underbrush, leav- 
ing as many large trees as pos- 
sible to give cover from aerial 
observation. 

Just as on Guadaleanal, this 
phase of operations was ham- 
pered by a lack of tractors and 
bulldozers. Most of the heavy 
equipment was, of necessity, 
hard at work on road and air- 
strip construction. Camp-clear- 
ance crews bent to their work, 
however, stacking underbrush 
behind them to be disposed of 
as bulldozers became available. 
Carpenter and plumbing crews 
moved in to build galley and 
messing facilities, pilot quarters 
and other camp appurtenances. 
Eventually, airfield camp facil- 
ities included screened and 
decked tent quarters and mess 
halls for 1050 officers and 4200 
enlisted men. 


Expanding its activities in the 
airstrip region, the battalion 
cleared 59 sites for bomb and 
aviation gasoline dumps with 
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18-foot access roads, erected 
steel magazines for pyrotechnic 
storage, established buildings 
and cleared area for torpedo 
storage and maintenance, com- 
pleted hardstands and taxiways 
for the airstrips and established 
a complete Air Command camp 
with quarters for the command- 
ing general. There were 16 
buildings at this location com- 
plete with roads, revetments, 
dugouts, water supply and 
power. 

By early May, a month after 
arrival, the battalion had set 
up its camp, hauled all gear 
eight miles from its bivouac at 
Blue Beach, was making rapid 
progress on the perimeter road 
cut through solid jungle, and 
had completed the MAG 12 and 
VM Ground Echelon camps in- 
cluding installation of roads, a 
drainage system, a well, hot and 
cold water supply with three 
9000-gallon tanks, power gener- 
ating and lighting plant, reefers 
and field ranges, besides all liv- 
ing and eating facilities. 

In addition, assembly of pon- 
toon strips into barges for in- 
stallation as finger piers at Ham- 
burg Bay had bed completed. 
The battalion had established a 
permanent detachment at Blue 
Beach to control the Navy 
dump there, and details were 
performing unloading opera- 
tions for other units at Black 
Beach. The bomb and gasoline 
dumps had been completed as 
well as all primary work in con- 
nection with the Air Command 
camp. 


A look at harbor and busy 
port facilities at Purple Beach, 
on the Hamburg Bay shore, 
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three months after the 63rd 
started construction of pontoon 
finger piers would certainly 
give a false impression of the 
innumerable difficulties and vex- 
ations involved in that project. 

The piers, firmly anchored to 
the shore, appear extremely 
docile as they dip and rise with 
the swell. But none of the men 
who moved those piers into 
position and secured them will 
ever forget how difficult to 
handle those long pontoons 
strings were when “on the 
loose.” 

They were “on the loose,” too, 
on several occasions after they 
had been towed from NAB and 
anchored in lagoon backwater 
near the site of the proposed 
piers. Sudden storms and heavy 
seas broke the moorings several 
times and hurled the heavy 
strings crashing aground on 
reefs or beach. They were ex- 
tricated, one by one, only after 
back-breaking toil by men with 
crow bars aided by a snorting 
bulldozer. 


Eventually secured, the 18- 
pontoon strings were formed 
into 5-wide sections. Carefully, 
one at a time, they were pushed 
to the shore and anchored by 
heavy cable to buried log “dead 
men” on the beach. Huge con- 
crete anchors were then picked 
off the piers by the bow crane 
of a net-tender and dropped 
into the sea to prevent side 
sway. 


Four such piers were in- 
stalled. One was later elimin- 
ated for construction of a slip, 
making total unloading accom- 
odations for seven LCT’s, Heavy 
seas later in the season broke 
or weakened the cables anchor- 


ing the piers to the beach to 
such an extent that heavy net 
chain was installed in substitu- 
tion. 


Early in the occupation the 
63rd set up a sawmill near the 
airstrips under very primitive 
conditions and logged much 
hardwood off the strip sites. 
This unit operated continuously 
throughout the tour of duty. 


Besides construction work at 
the Joint Army-Navy Communi- 
ations Center, 63rd communica- 


tions men were called upon for 
installation and maintenance of 
all island communications lines, 
with switchboards and_ instru- 
ments for Army, Navy and Mar- 
ine Corps units. 

One of the last major projects 
on Emirau for the 63rd was 
erection of six 40 by 100 Quon- 
set warehouses at Purple Beach. 
Although every company was 
represented on the project mus- 
ter, the job developed into a 
race between the two crews 
commanded by Lts. Schurrer 
and Hall of A and B Companies, 
respectively, Lt. Chloupek, com- 
mander of Company C, adopted 
a middle-of-the-road policy. His 
crew poured concrete for the 
rivals so the race could con- 
tinue. The time limit for the job 
was 10 days. 

The project started humbly 
enough but was destined to set 
a record for warehouse con- 
struction that is believed to be 
unexcelled. Steel was set as 
soon as foundations were firm 
enough to support it. Six and 
one-half days later the ware- 
houses were finished and _ the 
project had become just another 
job. So close was the race that 
wherever 63rd men gather in 
the future there is certain to be 
heated discussions as to which 
“team” won the race, 

With all base facilities com- 
pleted, work was directed to- 
ward expansion and refinement. 
The battalion was alerted for 
movement during the entire 
month of August and did not 
engage in any work requiring 
the use of heavy equipment. 

A bakery, laundry, galley, 
machine and metal shops, water 
heaters and a reefer were in- 
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stalled at the MAG 61 camp in 
the latter part of August. Two 
frame and one Quonset strue- | 
tures were erected for the Mar- 
ine Photo Squadron and a post- 
office erected at MAG 12. Work 
of completing quarters, mess, 
and club facilities at headquar- 
ters of the island commander 
was also accomplished and two 
guest houses built. 

Throughout August, men not 
assigned to other tasks partici- 
pated in rifle =markmanship, 
military drills and learned the 
use of trench mortars, flame 
throwers’ and other infantry 
weapons. During this period 
time was available for construc- 
tion of recreational facilities. 

Ready to leave for their new 
assignment, men of the 63rd 
NCB looked back with pride 
upon their participation in an 
intensive work program which 
in a few short months had trans- 
formed a jungle wasteland into 
a military base of the first order, 
complete, clean and comfort- 
able in every detail. 


f bes trip to Manus in the 


Admiralty Group was but a 
“sleeper jump” in_ traveling 


salesmen’s lingo, inasmuch as 
thé destined spot was less than 
200 miles from Emirau. 
However, the jaunt required 
just as much preparation of 
troops and equipment as if the 
battalion had been headed for 
a month’s voyage. While the 
unit had been alerted for move- 
ment since 1 August, it was not 
until Tuesday, 12 September. 
that orders were received to 
load the S.S. Carlos Carillo, 
which had anchored in Ham- 
burg Bay early that morning. 


Loading proceeded 24 hours 
a day with anticipation that 
Friday, 15 September, would be 
the sailing date. Loading re- 
quired more time than was 
estimated and it was not until 
Saturday that troops were 
aboard and anchor weighed at 
1800. Emirau’s green-clad shores 
faded slowly with the sun.et. 
Still in the harbor was the S.S. 
High Flyer upon which a rear 
echelon was to sail with heavy 
equipment, 

The Admiralty Islands were 
in sight at dawn. Many men were 
on deck throughout a mild, 
starry night, preferring to sleep 
topside to avoid the closeness of 
troop compartments. The meals 
were good, eaten in a relatively 
cool messing compartment. The 
Carillo was a_ Liberty cargo 


transport operated by the Mer- 
Navy 


Marine with a 


a 
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armed guard. Her maximum 
speed was 12 knots. 
Steaming through Seeadler 


Channel, the Carillo negotiated 
anti-torpedo nets and made her 
way slowly into Lorengau Har- 
hor, dropping anchor at approx- 
imately 1130 off Lugos Mission. 
site of the first American inva- 
sion of Manus. The harbor was 
crowded with war and merchant 
ships. Several aircraft carriers 
were noted. 

Headquarters and Company 
A troops went ashore during 
the afternoon. The balance of 
troops, except the unloading de- 
tail, disembarked the next day. 
Work parties stayed aboard un- 
til Thursday morning, 21 Sep- 
tember, by which time all cargo 
holds had been secured. The 
rear echelon arrived 26 Septem- 
ber, 

Camp establishment at Manus 
was unique in 63rd history in 
that each man had a pyramidal 
tent over him from the start. 
The battalion shared a_ hilly 
area with two companies of the 
dispersed 140th NCB. Tents in 
the greater portion of the camp 
were left standing for 63rd use. 


Crowding was inevitable. In 


some cases ten men slept in one 


tent. Despite daily rains, work 
parties were busy erecting new 
tents on plywood decks in hast- 
ily-cleared adjacent areas. These 
areas were completed by Sun- 
day, 24 September, and Com- 
pany D took possession of what 
came to be known as Atabrine 
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Flats. Headquarters, A, B, and 
C companies remained more or 
less crowded in the mess hall 
area until completion of a hill- 
side camp several hundred yards 
from the chow hall. This area 
was known surreptitiously as 
“Spike’s Peak,” in honor of 
the Skipper. 

Outside projects were started 
on Monday, 25 September, with 
crews setting up the sawmill and 
pouring concrete decks for 
(Quonset huts and warehouses 
already erected on various parts 
of the base. 

Meanwhile, | public — works 
crews were busy erecting tents, 
laying board walks and ladders 
in the “Spike’s Peak” area and 


building new Ship’s Service 
facilities for the 140th NCB. 
Upon their completion and 


construction of a theatre to he 
jointly used by both battalions, 
the 63rd took over part of the 
original 140th Ship’s Service 
establishment and constructed a 
new chapel and administrative 
buildings. 


The 63rd NCB started oper- 
ating the galley and mess hall 
on Sunday, | October, the same 
day set aside for A and B Com- 
panies to move into their! new 
camp site. By this time each de- 
partment was operating at max- 
imum efficiency, 15 days after 
arrival on Manus. 

The Admiralty Islands, most 
northerly of the islands inhabi- 
ted by Melanesian peoples, lie 
hut 2 degrees south of the Equa- 


tor, about 200 miles west of New 


Hanover. They were discovered 
by Schouten and Lemaire in 
1616. Although the Admiralty 
group occupies an area of about 
800 square miles, there is but 
one large island, Manus or Great 
Admiralty. 


Manus is 60 miles long from 
east to west and 15 miles wide. 
It is of voleanie origin with 
peaks reaching an elevation of 
3000 feet. Its red volcanic soil 
and steep slopes are ill adapted 
to gardening. It is densely 
wooded and no white man had 
ever penetrated the interior 
until an Australian government 
patrol crossed the island in 


1927. 


There are 38 coconut planta- 
tions on the island covering 
24,000 acres. There is no other 
commercial crop but the coastal 
natives dive for trochus shell 
and the “gold-lip” pearl shell. 
Japanese poachers were fre- 
quently reported in the area 
before the war and are reported 
to have greatly damaged the 


shell beds. 


Manus has three ports — the 
villages of Lorengau, Bundralis, 
and Sopa-Sopa. The native in- 
land people, divided into num- 
erous small groups, speak differ- 
ent dialects and are disdainfully 
known to the coastal and seafar- 
ing -atives of the islands as 
Usiai (inland people). The 
light- skinned, scrawny and 
timid natives of the smaller is- 
lands of the group, also speak 
different dialects and have dif- 
ferent customs. They are known 
as Matankors. The third group 
of Admiralty Islanders, called 


Manus or “salt-water boys,” are 
darker skinned and much more 
agressive, 


These coastal people are ad- 
venturous sailors and fishermen 
and ply long distances between 
islands in out-rigger canoes. 
They do not have gardens but 
trade fish and mollusks to the 
Usiai for sago, taro, net fiber, 
betel nuts and gourds. There 
are regular markets for ex- 
change of land products for 
those of the sea. 


Rambutyo, or Jesu Maria 
Island, is second in size, and lies 
38 miles southeast of Manus. It 
is 8 by 10 miles in size. Natives 
of the archipelago have long 
used obsidian from this island 
for knife and spear points. A 
half-dozen islets and a scatter- 
ing of coral reef dots complete 
the group which is scattered 
over an area about.70 by 150 
miles in extent. 


On Manus, the 63rd became 
acquainted with the Equatorial 
Summer which ranges gener- 
ally between December and 
March. The battalion arrived in 
a rainy season. There were only 
four rainless days in September. 
Nearly 4 inches fell in one Sep- 
tember day and the total for 
the month was 19.51 inches. The 
total dropped to 8.94 inches in 
October, but rose again to 13.88 
and 13.44 in November and De- 
cember, respectively. As the full 
heat of Summer came on, rain- 
fall declined to 7.98 inches’ in 
January and to 5.18 inches in 
February. The “drought” cre- 
ated a condition of temporary 
emergency and _ indiscriminate 
use of water was restricted. 
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The conquest of the Admir- 
alty Islands was a part of the 
same strategic plan as that for 
control of Emirau with the dif- 
ference that Manus had far 
greater natural facilities for 
creation of a naval base. Its oc- 
cupation by American forces in 
March 1944 was another step in 
the domination of the Bismarck 
area, sealing off Jap garrisons in 
the Northern Solomons, New 
Ireland and New Britain and 
providing a base for assaults on 
the Philippines. 


The strongest Jap fortifica- 
tion in the Admiralty group was 
at Lorengau on Manus. But, as 
always, the American command 
intended to strike at the enemy’s 
most vulnerable point. A heavy 
reconnaisance force composed 
of elements of the Ist Cavalry 
Division recognized this most 
vulnerable point as Momote air- 
strip at Los Negros, the small 
island to the east of Manus. 


What started as a reconnais- 
ance in force developed into a 
full-seale invasion. On 29 Feb- 
ruary. 1944, troops landed at 
Moniote andseized the airstrip. 
Bitter fighting developed but 
cavalrymen stood their ground 
and chased the Japs inland. The 
strong Jap garrison at Manus, 
meanwhile, was expecting the 
Yanks to press the attack from 
Los Negros, and, instead of 
sending reinforcements to their 
weaker forces there, prepared 
for a defensive stand at Loren- 


eau, 


Again they were surprised. A 
second force of cavalrymen 


landed at Lugos Mission, future 


site of the 63rd camp, and within 


three days had pushed their 
way east to capture Lorengau 
airstrip and storm their way 
into the village. Seabees fol- 
lowed close behind and speedily 
transformed the Lorengau area 
into a naval base. 

Work projects of the 63rd 
NCB on Manus were widely 
varied and afford an excellent 
example of the extreme range 
of construction battalion activi- 
ties. Because the battalion ar- 
rived at a time when base facil- 
ities were nearing completion, 
maintenance of most of the base 
utilities were assigned to the 
63rd in addition to construction 
projects. 

When the main body arrived 
at Lugos Mission on 18 Septem- 
ber, it was found that consid- 
erable work must be done at 
the camp site to enlarge it suffi- 
ciently to accomodate the entire 
63rd and two companies of the 
140th Battalion. The early days 
were rugged. Heavy, daily rains 
hampered erection of additional 
tents. It was not until 25 Sep- 
tember that a real start could 
be made on outside projects. By 
that time, however, 160 decked 
tents had been erected as well 
as an Officers’ Country. Board 
catwalks were laid to keep per- 
sonnel out of the mud. An office 
and administration area was 
completed as well as a carpenter 
shop and armory. Plumbers had 
completed erection of a 3000- 
gallon water tank and approxi- 
mately 200 feet of pipe to new 
heads and showers. 

The new camp rapidly hbe- 
came ship-shape despite the 
rain and mud. Chow was excel- 
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lent, adding materially to the 
morale of the men. One of the 
best features of a somewhat 
“snakebit” original camp oc- 
cupied by the 140th NCB was 
the mess hall and galley, mod- 
ern and efficient in every detail. 
The 63rd utilized religious and 
recreational facilities installed 
by the 140th Battalion until a 
more commodious chapel and 
theatre could be constructed. 
There were daily religious ser- 
vices and movies each night 
from the first. 


A decline in rainfall during 
October enabled the battalion to 
swing into something like its 
traditional construction — effi- 
ciency even though a scarcity of 
material held up some jobs. 
Good progress was made on 
erection of ammunition storage 


magazines, each concrete 
decked and backfilled with 


earth, Living and messing facil- 
ities were installed for Naval 
Ammunition Depot personnel 
and a large ammunition sorting 
shed was constructed, also for 
NAD. Two large arch-rib struc- 
tures were built at the Naval 
Supply Depot and roads and 


sidewalks installed at Naval 
Advance Base. 
Meanwhile, crews were as- 


signed to maintenance of alk 


main arteries, access and camp 
roads; all electrical distribution 
lines west of Base Hospital 15; 
all naval base water supply 
lines; and submarine cable in- 
stallations between various Ad- 
miralty Islands. Many of these 
maintenance projects involved 
construction of new or replace- 
ment facilities. In addition, the 


“battalion operated and main- 
tained 4th Construction Brigade 
boats and had crews working 
24 hours a day on coral exca- 
vation at the waterfront. The 
sawmill was operating efficiently 
and produced 233,000 feet of 
lumber, board measure, in Oc- 
tober. During this period, Pub- 
lic Works crews completed ex- 
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pansion of camp facilities, in- 
cluding ship’s store and a 
theatre in the 140th Battalion 
area. A frame chapel was also 
erected. - 

“The rains came” again in 
November but the men were 
able to endure the disagreeable 
weather in much better shape 
than previously because of a 


duck-walked and_ well-drained 
camp area. However, most pro- 
jects at this period called for 
extensive grading. The bulk of 
construction was being done in 
hill jungle areas with clay sur- 
faces extremely difficult to work 
in wet weather. 

Despite adverse conditions, 
the work of completing the 
large order for steel ammuni- 
tion magazines was within 85 
per cent of completion by the 
end of November. Construction 
was also well advanced on six 
large warehouses and a coral 
jetty and sheet piling dock for 
NAD and construction of four 
huge stran-steel warehouses at 
NSD. 

Projects completed in Novem- 
her included 10 Quonset huts 
with head and shower, a Quon- — 
set_ type mess hall and galley, 
complete dispensary and_ sick 
hay facilities (Quonset), all for 
the NAD camp, and two addi- 
tional storage buildings for 
NSD. 

The routine of camp life was 
rudely interupted in November 
by scuttlebutt reports of Jap- 
anese nuisance bombings on 


Los Negros and at the 63rd’s 
former base at Emirau. It was 
alleged the Japs were operat- 
ing planes from Rabaul or Ka- 
vieng, having patched them up 
sufficiently to take the air after 
being damaged by routine 
American raids on their by- 
passed stronghold. 

It was Friday, 10 November, 
that tragedy struck with a heavy 
hand at the ammunition ship 
Mount Hood at anchor a mile or 
so offshore ‘within sight of the 
63rd camp. Earth shocks were 
felt at approximately 0930. A 
few seconds later the camp was 
rocked by mighty concussion 
and terrific explosion. Horrified 
eyes saw an immense mushroom 
of heavy smoke billow from 
the surface of the harbor and 
red-hot fragments rain down 
from a considerable height. 

Nothing was visible except a 
boiling inferno of water at the 
hase of the tremendous smoke 
pall as it slowly lifted. Its top 
was visible through rifts in 
the overcast sky. The smoke 
mounted several thousand feet. 

All ambulances, personnel 
carriers «and other suitable ve- 
hicles wefe rushed to the naval 
hase for transporting casualties 
to the hospital. Medical officers 
and corpsmen from all units 
accompanied the ambulances to 
render first aid. Chaplains were 
also busy ministering to the dy- 
ing. No official report was re- 
leased regarding the number of 
casualties or damage to other 
ships. Most of the casualties 
brought to the hospital were 
from ships in the vicinity of the 
Mt. Hood, the latter ship having 
disappeared completely. 

The cause of the blast was 
well veiled in mystery. Reports 
were heard that the Mt. Hood 
had been 85 per cent unloaded 
and contained only 400 tons of 
high explosive. Had she been 
fully loaded at the time of the 
blast the 63rd camp might have 
been seriously damaged and its 
inhabitants injured. 

Throughout this period the 
men were thrilled by daily re- 
ports of successful Philippine 
invasions and energetic prose- 
cution of the war in all Pacific 
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theatres and on other fronts. 
Men watched with awe the as- 
sembly of huge convoys in the 
harbor and their departure 
under the guns of heavy war- 
ships and with the protection of 
aircraft carriers. 

In December the battalion 
completed construction of LOO 
ammunition magazines — a 
project taken over from other 
units on arrival, finished the 
NAD dock and channel dredg- 
ing and wound up construction 
of four double stran-steel NSD 
warehouses. A 20 by 72 foot 
base garbage disposal pier, 50 
hy 100 foot pipe-truss lumber 
shed and other smaller build- 
ings were also written off the 
hooks as completed. 

Construction was started on a 
new electric power line. Poles 
were 80 per cent set and anch- 
ored for 30,000 feet of line by 
the end of the month. Lack of 
material prevented completion 
of six NAD warehouses totaling 
107,700 square feet of floor 
space. A complete concrete 
plant, producing 140 cubic yards 
a day was in operation. 

Rain was heavy between 
Thanksgiving and Christmas 
and there were many impromtu 
feasts to augment chow hall 
fare from a multitude of Christ- 
mas packages. Work was _ se- 
cured for Thanksgiving Day 
when turkey dinners with ap- 
propriate trimmings were en- 
joyed by 63rd men, the remnant 
of the 140th Battalion still in 
camp and all of NAD personnel. 

The battalion worked five 
hours on Christmas morning in 
compliance with a base order. 
There was no formal Christmas 
celebration but Christmas eve 
and afternoon services were con- 
ducted for both Protestants and 
Catholics. A choir of 63rd men 
broadcast carol programs over 
the public address system 
Christmas Eve and Christmas 
night. 

Work was secured for New 
Year’s Day and the men enjoyed 
another sumptuous dinner sim- 
ilar to those of Thanksgiving 
and Christmas. The new prac- 
tice of opening the mess hall to 
coffee-drinking personnel in the 
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evenings was expanded on New 
Year’s Eve to a late hour. There 
was no revelry in camp except 
a general hubbub at midnight 
when early-retirers were re- 
minded forcibly that 1945 had 
arrived, 

As January dragged to a tor- 
rid conclusion with 63rd_proj- 
ects gradually narrowing to the 
major tasks of completing a new 
750-foot dock for NAD, the 
30,000-foot base electric power 
line and the Manus-Los Negros 
Road, there was an upsurge of 
scuttlebutt hinting at a speedy 
return to the United States for 
a rehabilitation leave. This ru- 
mor came to a climax on Sat- 
urday evening, 3 February, 
when, at the dedication of the 
new theatre, Commander High- 
leyman told the battalion that 
work was progressing satisfac- 
torily and that a strong recom- 
mendation had been issued that 
the unit be relieved. He set the 
tentative date as 1 April amid 
full-throated approval. 


By Saturday evening, 24 Feb- 
ruary, when the commander 
again called the battalion to- 
gether to announce that it 
would be secured and sent home 
in late March or early April, 
the men had rushed to comple- 
tion the last rugged link in the 


Manus-Los Negros Road, had 
completed six NAD warehouses 
(100x330, 100x240, 100x255 and 
3-60x140) : awaited only arrival 
of transformers to complete the 
power line project which re- 
quired the stringing of 45 miles 
of wire; had finished two addi- 
tional warehouses (30x200) ; 
concrete decked sheds at NSD; 
and driven the last spike in 


Mount Hood Dock. 


Maintenance of roads, electric 
power, communications and 
water supply lines for the naval 
base were continued throughout 
the month. The concrete plant 
turned out more than 8,000 
cubic yards of concrete for 
decks in ammunition magazines, 
storage sheds, warehouses and 
other buildings while the saw- 
mill produced 966,000 board 
feet of lumber during its period 
of operation on Manus. 


It fell to the lot of the 63rd 


to be the battalion on the job 
on two occasions when official 
commendations were made. The 
first occasion came on 11 Feb- 
ruary when Captain Dorrance 
Day, chief of staff, cut a ribbon 
stretched across Loniu Passage 
Bridge spanning a narrow strait 
separating Manus from Los 
Negros. The 63rd, taking over 


the job of pushing the Manus 
end of the road to the bridge 
from other battalions, had 
worked hard the day before to 
permit motor traffic across the 
span. Shortly afterward, regu- 
lar »bus service was instituted 
between all naval base points on 
Manus, Lombrum Point and Los 
Negros. The bridge and high- 
way saved many hours in trans- 
port of material which formerly 
was carried by sea _ between 
Manus and Los Negros. 


Mt. Hood Dock was dedicated 
by Captain Day on Sunday 
morning, 25 February as 63rd 
men who had just finished the 
last section leaned on their tools 
to watch. Officers and men of 
the battalion were warmly com- 
mended by Captain Day who 
inferred that relief and rehabil- 
itation in the United States 
could be expected shortly. 


The men were jubilant as 
they signed their leave papers 
and argued the relative merits 
of reporting back from leave 
to Camp Parks or Camp Endi- 
eott, R.«I. 


There was a flurry of excite- 
ment on 27 February, when 
troops were routed from even- 
ing chow and ordered to eyac- 
uate camp because of fire 
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aboard an ammunition ship 
tied up at Mount Hood Dock. 
With visions of another disaster 
like that of the Mount Hood 
holocaust racing through their 
imaginations, Seabees needed 
no urging to literally “hit the 
hills.” 

As a drizzling rain started, 
news arrived that base firemen, 
augmented by the 63rd crew 
had secured the blaze at 1900. 
Men trickled back to camp most 
of the evening but a good many 
were on hand for the movie. 

On 6 March, the men were 
stunned by news of the death of 
Hugh D. Kellackey CM3c, a 
member of the field electrical 
crew, who was accidentally 
electrocuted in line of duty. 
Hours of attempted resuscita- 
tion were unavailing. 

The very next day, on the 
heels of sad funeral and com- 
mittal services for Kellackey, 
came a message from Com- 
mander Highleyman confirming 
what had been an all-day scut- 
tlebutt topic: That an emer- 
gency had risen which forced 
cancellation of plans for a re- 
turn to the United States. A 
trip to Manila was on the docket 
instead, There were many down- 
cast hearts that night and a host 
of “sad sack” letters home. It 
was hard to believe but all 
hands tightened their belts, 
tilted their chins and carried on. 

Plague innoculations were ad- 
ministered to all hands and 
work clothing and bedding im- 
pregnated with dimethyl phtha- 
late as protection against car- 
riers of scrub typhus. 

On 14 March, loading of 
heavy equipment started aboard 
the SS Adolph Sutro. Outgoing 
mail was secured at noon on 23 
March and the battalion was 
alerted for movement at a 
moment's notice. Seabags and 
duffle bags went aboard the 
Sutro on 24 March and she 
sailed that afternoon for Hol- 
landia for additional construc- 
tion materials. 


It was on a bright and sunny 
Sunday, 25 March, that troops 
boarded the SS Mexico with full 
infantry gear for the voyage to 
Manila. 
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Bivins though all personnel, 


except a crew of men aboard the 
Sutro and. storekeepers trans- 
ferred to the SS Josiah Earl 
boarded the Mexico on 25 
March, she did not sail until 
1600 the next day after fueling 
from a harbor tanker. 


During the night rendezvous 
was made with three other large 
transports and four heavily- 
laden tankers, one of which 
bore a deck of P-38 fuselages. 
The convoy steamed approxi- 
mately WNW with five de- 
stroyer-escorts screening ahead 
and on the flanks. 


The Mexico was a fairly com- 
fortable ship of 19,000 tons. She 
had been converted from a pas- 
senger liner on the “banana 
run” from New York to Vera 
Cruz, Mexico. In addition to 
regular troop compartments be- 
low decks, accomodations were 
available on enclosed promen- 
ade decks. The chow was only 
fair but considerably better 
than that served aboard the 


MorMacPort. 


Gales and heavy seas ham- 
mered the convoy for four days. 
There was much seasickness 
and at one time cooks had to 
be relieved in the galley. The 
wind was estimated at 40 mph. 
So much spume was driven by 
the gale that visibility was ex- 
tremely poor and speed was re- 
duced considerably. Heavy seas 
broke over the bows, submerg- 
ing the forward gun tubs of the 
tankers on several occasions. 
Even the high prow of the Mex- 
ico took its share of water, nec- 
essitating clearance of troops 


_from the forward well deck. 


Good Friday services were 
held despite intensification of 
the storm. It was not until 
Easter that the weather cleared 
enough to permit making an 
anchorage in San Pedro Bay 
in Leyte Gulf. Four church 
services were held. 
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The balance of the voyage, 
which started on Tuesday morn- 
ing, 3 April, was pleasant and 
interesting. The convoy con- 
sisted of 57 ships of all types, 
protected from air attack by a 
dozen or more LST’s. Threading 
Surigao Strait at night, troops 
could see lights ashore. The 
next day the convoy steamed 
west by south through Mind- 
anao Sea, passing close to Mind- 
anao Cape from which position 
the islands of Negros, Bohol and 
Cebu were visible. Smoke rising 
from Negros may have indicated 
aerial and artillery activity 
against the besieged Japs. 

Day after day the Mexico 
steamed through the Philippine 
Archipelago in waters made his- 
toric by the war. The passage 
through the Sulu Sea gave views 
of Panay and Mindoro. Speed 
was reduced through Mindoro 
Strait while some ships of the 
convoy detached themselves and 
headed toward Paluan, one of 
the principal cities on Mindoro 
Island. 

Slow progress was made in 
the South China Sea but Luzon 
loomed on the northeastern hor- 
izon in the early afternoon of 
Friday, 6 April. The Mexico de- 
tached herself from the convoy 
at the entrance to Manila Bay 
and steamed rapidly past Ba- 
taan, Corregidor, Ft. Drum and 
other mementos of the tragic 
history of the war’s early days. 
Abandoned parachutes marked 
the rugged cliffs of Corregidor 
where air-borne Yanks had 
landed to trap the Jap garrison 
a short time earlier. 

Saturday was spent at anchor 
and men amused themselves try- 
ing to count the innumerable 
bombed and burned hulks of 
Jap shipping accounted for by 
the savage attacks of Yank car- 
rier planes. Trading with native 
“Gumboats” also occupied the 
idle men. A package of cigar- 
ettes would buy nearly anything 
in the line of fresh fruit. 

Disembarking into LCT’s on 
Sunday, troops were taken by 
truck to the site of the new 
camp in a suburb of Manila 
called Pasay, several miles south 
of the Pasig River and located 


between Nichols and Nielson 
Fields. The route to camp 
showed the utter completeness 
of Manila’s devastation. Hardly 
a building or facility of any sort 
was spared, either because of 
ruthless destruction by retreat- 
ing Japanese or from the effi- 
ciency of Yank artillerymen. 


The 63rd camp was in a large 
rice paddy utterly devoid of 
shade. Tents were erected in 
jig time, causing mutters of un- 
belief from a battalion of Army 
Aircraft Engineers across the 
road. The commander of the 
Army unit graciously opened 
shower facilties to Seabees and 
all hands took their first real 
bath since the start of their voy- 
age two weeks before. K-rations 
were served for the first few 
meals until an open-air galley 
could be constructed. It was here 
that many Seabees made their 
first acquaintance with Filipinos 
— children especially — who 
invaded the camp, each with a 
little tin bucket in which to 
carry food back to their homes. 


Their friendliness and good 
spirits at being liberated from 
the Japs were infectious. Many 
a Seabee shorted himself on ra- 
tions to share with the _ kids. 
Speedy negotiations were made 
with native women to serve as 
“lavanderas” or laundresses. Fil- 
ipino men and women also set 
up fruit stands on the camp 
fringes to sell watermelon, can- 
taloupe, mangoes, bananas and 
other items delectable to ration- 
parched Seabee gullets. 


Shortly after dark each even- 
ing and in the early mornings 
intense artillery and aerial bom- 
bardments were visible in the 
mountains east of camp. It was 
only a matter of a couple of 
weeks, however, before all such 
close manifestations of war be- 
came negligible. Demolition 
crews had canvassed the camp 
neighborhood burying dead 
Japs and removing land mines, 
beoby traps and other weapons. 
There were no casualties to mil- 
itary gear but there were occa- 
sional big heads from overin- 
dulgence in native “tuba” or 
coconut gin. 
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By 20 April, when the Josiah 
Karl arrived, all cargo had been 
discharged from the Sutro and 
much progress had been made 
toward construction of a tradi- 
tionally comfortbale 63rd camp. 
On Sunday, 29 April, the men 
enjoyed their first meals in the 
new chow hall, eating bacon 
and eggs at breakfast, pork 
chops at noon and the tradi- 
tional Sunday night “Dutch 
Lunch.” 

By this time, all tents were 
decked, Officers’ Country com- 
plete with ward room and mess 
hall, screened showérs and heads 
for all hands, lights installed 
all tents and the camp was com- 
plete. A recreation hall, chapel 
and basketball court were added 
in time for the battalion’s 
second dance on 12 June. 


To men of the 63rd, the 
Philippine interlude — that ex- 
perience between their disap- 
pointment at failure to be sent 
home from Manus and_ their 
eventual arrival in the United 
States — was of widely-varying 
importance. 

The opportunity to live and 
work in proximity to persons of 
a civilization nearly comparable 
to their own caused the time to 
pass rapidly and_ pleasantly. 
However, the fact that the men 
could observe the happiness of 
home and family life among cul- 
tured Filipinos and the Spanish 
aristocrats rendered many more 
lonely for their own families 
than ever before in their long 
separation. 


Two types of Filipinos were 
observable by 63rders camped 
in the outskirts of Manila. They 
were much different in char- 
acter, although hardly more so 
than Americans are in the same 
circumstances in their own 
homeland. 

Visits to Manila brought con- 
tacts with sharp traders and 
those to whom dishonesty was 
just a way to earn an easy liv- 
ing, profiting by war’s disrup- 
tion and inflated values. In 
many cases it was easy to ob- 
serve Filipinos more intent on 
rebuilding cabarets and honky- 
tonks than in the reconstruction 


of a shattered city and its utili- 
ties. 

At the other extreme, within 
the immediate neighborhood of 
the camp were several suburban 
barrios to Pasay where the 
farmer-natives were open-hand- 
ed, extremely friendly, of high 
moral standards and community 
spirit. This was Filipino life at 
its best. 

A study of authoritative 
works, such as the Smithsonian 
Institute’s “Peoples of the 
Philippines,” leads to the belief 
that while most Filipinos have 
the well-developed natural trad- 
ing talents of the Indonesian 
peoples, it is only in urban 
areas that the foreigner finds the 
real “sharper” who, undoubt- 
edly has been encouraged by 
American carelessness with 
money. 

Hence, it is unfair to judge 
the entire pre-war native popu- 
lation of 16,356,000 by a frag- 
ment of the 700,000 population 
of Manila. 


To the casual historian, there 
appear to be as many ethno- 
eraphie groups in the Philip- 
pines as there are nations in the 
world, but these groups may be 
roughly lumped into three cate- 
gories: Negritos; or small black 
people; Indios, or the peaceful, 
agricultural folk cecupying the 
coastal plain and the valleys of 
Luzon and Visayan Islands; 
Moros, or the aggressive Mo- 
hammedan peoples of Jolo, and 
Mindanao. 

Despite this simple classifica- 
tion the accurate separation of 
Filipinos into sharper groups 
has been the despair of experts. 
This is understood when it is 
realized that there are 42 sepa- 
rate and distinct native dialects 
in common use within -the 
Philippine Archipelago. 

The Tagalogs of the Manila 
area offer one of the most in- 
teresting Filipino studies — be- 
cause, by reason of their almost 
universal: acceptance of Chris- 
tianity and the Spanish and 
American influence, they have 
become highly Westernized. 
Generally their qualities are 
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such as to make it understand- a 
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able why many Americans are 
glad to call them “little brown 
brothers.” 

The Philippines, discovered 
by Magellan in 1512, and named 
by Legaspi in 1565 in honor of 
Philip Il of Spain, lie off the 
coast of Southeast Asia, 500 
miles east of Hong Kong across 
the China Sea and 600 miles 
east of Saigon. Of the 7,083 is- 
lands which extend 1150 miles 
from north to south and 682 
miles from east to west, only 
462 havé an area of one square 
mile or more. The total area of 
the archipelago is about 115,600 
square miles or somewhat less 
than -the combined areas of 
Pennsylvania, Maryland, Vir- 


ginia and West Virginia. Only 


5 per cent of the land area is 
under cultivation. Farms are 
small and confined mostly to the 
coastal and valley regions. 

The largest islands are Luzon 
in the north and Mindanao in 
the south. The Visayan Islands 
which lie between are also im- 
portant. They include Samar, 
Leyte, Negros, Panay, Palawan, 
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Mindoro, Cebu, Bohol and Mas- 
bate. All are of voleanic origin. 
There are rugged mountains and 
dense forests throughout the 
archipelago. 

The climate offers no excep- 
tion to that of other tropical 
regions, except that in the moun- 
tainous regions of central Luzon 
there is relief from the stifling 
heat and humidity of the low- 
lands. The summer capital of 
the Philippines, Baguio, on a 
4700-foot plateau, often is the 
scene of frosts in December and 
January. Rainy seasons oppose 
one another because of the effect 
of changing winds on the cen- 
tral mountain ranges. Winter is 
the dry season on the western 
side of the islands while the 
period of heaviest rainfall occurs 
in Summer east of the mountain 
axis, 

The major assignment of the 
battalion in the Philippines was 
construction of a headquarters 
for the Seventh Fleet on a 40- 
acre site formerly occupied by 
the Manila Polo Club. The 


buildings were ruined and there 
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was considerable work involved 
in the removal of land mines 
and unexploded ammunition. 
More than 3300 cubie yards of 
debris and rubble were removed 
before building construction 
could start. 


An indication of the huge 
scope of the headquarters build- 
ing project can be gained by the 
following summary of facilities: 


The equivalent of 60 standard 
(20’ x 56’) Quonset huts for use 
as quarters for officers, offices 
and administrative facilities, 
exclusive of large double-decked 
frame barracks for junior 
officers, chief petty officers and 
stewards; the equivalent of 16 
standard (40’ x 100’) stran steel 
buildings for use as warehouses 
and offices; a mess hall and gal- 
ley for 2300 enlisted men besides 
separate galley and messing 
facilities for officers: generator, 
laundry, garbage disposal, hos- 
pital, chapel, theater, athletic 
field and other facilities, the 
whole complete as to plumbing, 
water supply and fire protection. 
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A swimming pool was _ re- 
paired and reconditioned and 
equipped with bath houses and 
terraces as part of the officers’ 
club. Additional club and recrea- 
tional facilities were erected for 
CPO’s and enlisted men of the 
Anchor Section. Several miles 
of hard-surface roads and streets 
were built, the latter with curb- 
ings and gutters. Two deep wells 
were drilled and a 126,000-gal- 
lon water storage tank erected. 


During the early phases of 
construction at Seventh Fleet 
Headquarters, the battalion also 
completed rehabilitation — of 
Naval Base Headquarters in the 
down-town Manila Wilson 
Building by re-roofing the 8- 
deck structure and_ replacing 
broken window glass. A 5000- 
gallon water tank was erected 
over the elevator shaft and con- 
nected to the building supply 
lines. 


The only other major assign- 
ments involved raising and re- 
pairing the roof of a 90’ x 120’ 
provision warehouse at Naval 
Base Motor Pool and the clear- 


ing and gravel surfacing of a 
640’ x 900° area for use as a 
base motor pool. The project 
entailed removal of land mines, 
clearing away 7500 cubic yards 
of debris, leveling, fine grading 
and surfacing with 7000 cubic 
yards of gravel. 

After arrival of the main body 
of the 35th NCB on 27 June, 
when work on the 7th Fleet 
project was far advanced, men 
of that unit started working in 
conjunction with 63rd_person- 
nel. 

This procedure continued for 
nearly a month despite inter- 
mittent scuttlebutt that the 63rd 
was to be secured at any mo- 
ment and sent home. But it was 
not until 20 July that the secure 
order came from Comdr, Par- 
son. 

Meanwhile, it had been de- 
creed on 8 July that all replace- 
ments with overseas service less 
than 21 months would be trans- 
ferred to other units but under 
temporary assignment to the 
35th NCB. The transfers were 
effected 17 July. 

On the drizzling Sunday of 22 


July, Comdr. Highleyman ad- 
dressed the battalion at the 
theater, read an_ inactivation 
order and a commendation from 
Commodore J. R. Perry, Comdr. 
Highleyman announced that the 
erstwhile 63rd NCB would re- 
turn to the United States as 
Draft 63 with Comdr. Parson 
in charge. 

Even though the men knew 
they were to start for home the 
next day, the night of Monday, 
23 July, was strangely quiet. 
Men, bags and baggage were 
ready at high noon when trucks 
transported them to the ship. 


As the ship weighed anchor, 
after a two-day layover in 
Manila Bay, and _ proceeded 
through the Visayan islands to 
Leyte, it became apparent that 
sea travel for troops had im- 
proved about 200 per cent since 
MorMacPort days. The chow 
was good, Seavatta’s details 
functioned to perfection and the 
compartments and _ sanitation 
were excellent. 


There was only a 10-hour 
layover at Leyte before the trip 


eee ee ca 


a a 


a 


oe 


was resumed toward  Ulithi, 
where fuel and water were re- 
plenished and the voyage re- 
sumed before nightfall — alone 
and with running lights. 

This was in strange contrast 
to the escorted part of the trip 
— when two very genuine sub- 
marine alerts were reported, Al- 
though depth charges were 
dropped by escorting vessels, it 
is not certain that any “kills” 
were credited, It will always be 
a source of conjecture whether 
the alerts were caused by the 
same U-boats which may have 
accounted for the USS Indian- 
apolis on her ill-fated cruise 
from Guam to Leyte. 

News of Russian entry into 
the war against Japan, the 
atomic bomb raids and the V-J- 
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Day announcement did nothing 
to make the arrival at San 
Francisco at 0345 on 15 August 
any less welcome. Personnel 
disembarked and _ ferried to 
Treasure Island where the bal- 
ance of that day and all the 
next were devoted to prepara- 
tion for leaves. 

Papers were issued on 17 July 
and the bulk of the battalion 


boarded a_ special UP Chal- 
lenger at 0730, arriving in 


Chicago at 1700 on 20 August. 

Meanwhile, the Lend-Leasers, 
Half-Hitches and Boots were be- 
ing scattered to the four Philip- 
pine winds, Some were perma- 
nently assigned to the 35th NCB, 
others to the Ith, 119th, 3rd 
Brigade, 3rd Regiment and other 
units. But the Jap peace 
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brought the hand-writing on the 
wall within their vision and they 
knew it wouldn’t be long before 
they, too, would be traveling 
Stateside. 


Thus ends the history of the 
cruise of the 63rd Naval Con- 
struction Battalion. Those who 
have assisted in its preparation 
have enjoyed their work and 
trust that their enjoyment will 
be shared by readers. While 
they confess to possible sins of 
omission and commission, it is 
their hope that the history 
herein chronicled will serve at 
least as a refresher of 63rd NCB 
memories and as a background 
for many fireside yarns of the 
future. 
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\ ITH whoops of joy and 


roars of merriment, vast audi- 
ences of Seabees and_ other 
troops greeted the infrequent 
appearances of professional en- 
tertainers such as Bob Hope, 
Jack Benny, their comely femi- 
nine companions, and various 
USO troupes. 

But the real task of providing 
for the spiritual, mental and 
physical welfare of lonely men 
fell into more prosaic lines — 
plain ordinary hard work, sacri- 
fice and planning so that enter- 
tainment, comfort and enlight- 
enment was available for all. 

All work and no play makes 
for dull Seabees. With typical 
willingness to provide for them- 
selves, 63rd men formed im- 
promptu musical units as far 
hack as boot camp at Camp 
Peary. A battalion news sheet 
was organized and two smokers 
held there. In February, Chap- 
lain Amos TT. Lundquist re- 


ported aboard and started Sun- 
day and mid-week religious 
services which continued on 
schedule whether the battalion 
was in camp, on trains or aboard 
ship. 

At Port Hueneme came the 
first organized games of softball, 
volleyball and horseshoes and 
it was here, also, that men dug 
into their own pockets to buy 
instruments for the 63rd NCB 
Band which showed signs of 
adolescence. When the battalion 
sailed it was to the strains of 
“Anchors Aweigh” played by its 
own musicians. Daily rehearsals. 
were held on shipboard. 

From the very first days on 
Guadalcanal religious activities 
were given major attention. 
Chaplain Lundquist ministered 
to Protestants regularly. The 
spiritual needs of Catholic men 
were attended by Chaplain Red- 
mond of the Ist and 4th Raider 
Marine Battalions.-A more elab- 
orate chapel was erected at the 
second Guadalcanal camp and 
progressively better ones at 
Emirau and Manus under the 
guidance of Chaplain Joseph W. 
Lyons who reported aboard in 
mid-December 1943. From that 
time the chaplain celebrated 
daily masses and two on Sun- 
days when the unit was not on 
the move. Chaplain Lyons also 
conducted services regularly for 
Catholic men of neighboring 
units. 

Moving picture theaters were 
constructed at every camp as 
soon as possible after arrival — 
those at Emirau and Manus be- 
ing commodious and comfort- 
able to a high degree. To many 
Seabees, too tired to engage in 
active sports, nightly movies and 


the library were the major 
forms of recreation and diver- 
sion. For the more ambitious 
there was usually a well-rounded 
program of softball, baseball, 
basketball, boxing, ping-pong, 
volleyball and horseshoes. The 
sports program on Emirau, espe- 
cially during the period when 
the battalion was awaiting its 
move to Manus, was such that 
every man had an opportunity 
to take part in the sports of his 
choice. 

Under a well-planned welfare 
program were included weekly 
issues of the Coral Sea Barnacle, 
birthday parties for enlisted 
men, choirs for both Catholic 
and Protestant services, special 
events at Thanksgiving and 
Christmas and evening classes 
in algebra, economics, history, 
English and other subjects with 
instructors drawn from officer 
and enlisted personnel. On 
Manus, educational facilities 
were exceptional. The battalion 
amazed Base Education officers 
by furnishing 60 per cent of the 
total enrollment in the “College 
of the Admiralties.” 

Leisure-time study was en- 
couraged by the Welfare De- 
partment in every way. More 
than 500 men of the battalion 
were enrolled at one time or 
another in Armed Forces Insti- 
tute correspondence or self- 
teaching courses. It is well 
known that many men com- 


pleted requirements for high 
school diplomas during their 
tropical sojourn. 

Few 63rd men will ever for- 
get the programs staged at 
Thanksgiving and Christmas on 
Guadalcanal by the wealth of 
musical and entertainment tal- 
ent within the battalion. Dick 
Carter wrote and directed skits 
for the Thanksgiving show 
which included performances 
by Seotty Miller and the 63rd 
band, Nogle, Federico, Cook, 
Sharp, Leinninger, White, Ho- 
well, Harris, Kiesel, Littrell. 
Weigle, Schweitzer, Lessard. 
and Moen, with the aid of Wil- 
liams, Jones, Smith, Johnson 
and Byrne. 

The Christmas program, at 
which Comdr. Highleyman 
broke the news of the impend- 
ing trip to New Zealand, was 
also well received. “Pappy” Kil- 
bride was master of ceremonies. 
introducing such renowned en- 
tertainers as Heffner, Lutz. 
Weigle, Moen & Carter, Harris, 
the Quiz Kids (Mullaney, Smith, 
Tobin, Brewer, Lackner, Rahilly 
and Hillock): The Bottlenecks 
(Keisel, Littrell and Cook): 
“Elsie” Haverly, and many 
others who performed at the 


Thanksgiving show and at many 
another impromptu affair at 
Guadalcanal. 

Most of these entertainers had 
staged several shows at Camp 
Peary under the direction of 
Dick Green, working with the 
guidance of Lt. Roy A. Burgess 
who acted as welfare officer be- 
fore a chaplain was available. 
They became so popular that 
they staged shows for several 
other battalions. 


The record of entertainments 
given by 63rd musicians and 
other entertainers on Guadal- 
canal is impressive. There were 
68 concerts and shows presented 
between 4 July and the end of 
the year. The 55,000 attendance 
figure has been verified by the 
Army Service Command. 


These Seabee bandsmen and 
entertainers, most of them ex- 
pert tradesmen, worked all day 
long at their construction jobs. 
Then, returning to their tents, 
tired, dirty, and hungry, they 
ducked under showers, dressed 
in their best, bolted their chow 
an “took off” by truck to build 
morale for their brothers in 
arms. 


The band traveled as far as 
15 miles from camp in darkness 
augmented by clouds of dust 
arising from primitive roads — 
knowing that a Nip bombing 
might catch them before their 
return. They also knew how 
hard it would be to “hit the 


deck” with the bugle at 0445 in 
the morning for another day of 
work. The troupe was known all 
over Guadaleanal as “The 63rd 
Band and Garbage Scow Revue.” 
Pappy Kilbride was master of 
ceremonies. 


Seabee ingenuity had _ con- 
ceived a mobile sound trailer 


equipped with two amplifying 
horns which folded inboard 
when not in use. The trailer 
included storage space for all 
instruments. Constructed from 
a salvaged “peep” trailer with a 
weld here and haywire there, 


the “garbage scow” sported a 
sound system fashioned from 


parts of five other delapidated 
units purchased or otherwise 
“procured.” 

After Christmas, the strain of 
playing engagements — several 
nights a week — sleep inter- 
rupted by the rivalry of per- 
formances staged by Washing 
Machnie Charlie and his Nasty 
Nips and days of toil under 
tropical sun — took their toll. 
Of the original troupe of 32 
only 24 remained — the rest 
transferred from the battalion 
because of illness and fatigue. 
The band took a welcome rest 
when USO shows, movies, and 
other entertainment penetrated 
the war zone. 

The band was revived on 
Emirau and Manus, however, 
and prepared thoroughly for 
the Stateside beachhead. The 
63rd was a better battalion be- 
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cause of its band and Garbage 
Scow Revue. 

Although boxing shows had 
been conducted by various units 
prior to arrival of the 63rd on 
Guadaleanal, there had been no 
island tournaments to center 
competition. Paul Matchuny, 
former Cincinnati Golden Glove 
heavyweight champ (1939), 
with the aid of Ray Palmer, 
licensed boxing referee, started 
the wheels moving. A portable 
boxing ring was constructed and 
weekly shows were held in dif-. 
ferent camps. 

A tournament was conducted 
in December 1943 with con- 
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testants battling for the cham- 
pionship of the South Pacific. 
Winners were crowned on 
Christmas night by Comdr. Gene 
Tunney, former world’s heavy- 
weight champion. Champion- 
ship medals were donated by 
such famous moving picture 
stars as Betty Grable, Alice Faye 
and Greer Garson. 

The 63rd team made a good 
showing with Wes Pryor, 135- 
pound San Antonio Hurricane, 
winning the Guadaleanal cham- 
pionship before losing by a close 
decision in the finals for the 
South Pacific title. Harris Rus- 
sikoff, 126-pound Los Angeles 
boy, also was eliminated by a 
close verdict in the finals. Earl 
Harrington and Wayne Eccles 
were official timekeepers. Mat- 
chuny and Palmer served as 
referees. The Army Service 
Command staged weekly box- 
ing shows in a ring built under 
the supervision of Matchuny 
and broadcasted the fights over 


the island radio transmitter. 
Boxing was more or less spor- 
adic on Emirau and Manus but 
a couple of good shows were 
held at Emirau Bowl, one excel- 
lent show on Manus and sev- 
eral in Manila. 

Softball was a bell-wether for 
sports interest during the time 
of duty on Emirau, Manus and 
the Philippines. Excellent teams 
were developed, not only by the 
battalion as a whole but within 
companies and departments. 
Excellent facilities for sports 
were available at all three bases. 
On Emirau the battalion team 
won 19 and lost 14 games against 
Grade A opposition for an aver- 
age of .575. The feud with the 
27th NCB was historie and drew 
tremendous crowds. On Manus 
the opposition was of even 
higher caliber in many cases but 
even better results were netted. 
There, the series with the much- 
vaunted Base All-Stars, was his- 
toric. The 63rd men won the 


first three games by shut-outs. 
All were extra-inning encoun- 
ters. Night basketball was an 
innovation on Emirau and con- 
siderable interest was taken by 
many players and fans. There 
was less competition on Manus 
but several night games were 
played. 

All in all, men of the 63rd en- 
joyed exceptional _ religious, 
recreational and educational 
benefits in the South Seas. Much 
credit for this is due to officers 
who believed in such activities 
and to men who were eager to 
sacrifice their own time to make 
life a little brighter for others 
less talented. 

No account of welfare activi- 
ties can be complete, however. 
without mention of the battalion 
dance in Auckland, when de- 
partment funds were expended 
in good measure in an attempt 
to repay the generous hospital- 
ity extended by friends in Kiwi- 
land. 


PUBLIC WORKS 


A ie term Public Works in- 
corporates a multitude of bene- 
fits. Public Works is the first 
department on the job after 
landing and the last one to 
secure before sailing. The de- 
partment includes the Carpenter 
Shop, the Electrical Shop. the 
Plumbing Shop, the Paint Shop, 
and the Metal Shop. There have 
been times when _ outsiders 
looked upon PW as in fact only 
a WPA, but this attitude bas 
been changed since such a large 
percentage of personnel have at 
some time or other been as- 
signed to the department. One 
of the greatest difficulties ex- 
perienced by Public Works was 
the fact that when the greatest 
number of men was needed the 
least was available. 

Shortly after arriving on 
Guadalcanal, Lt. Schurrer was 
made Public Works officer, He 
immediately proceeded to or- 
vanize the shops under a central 
control. There was the old No. 1 
enemy, lack of materials and 
equipment with which to do the 
job. Lumber was always a crit- 
ical item. The first job was to 
construct a camp in the “grove”. 
The Sick Bay had a high prior- 
ity, due to the many cases of 
malaria and dysentery encoun- 
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tered during the first few weeks. 
The task of getting lumber and 
screen wire was a tough one but 
the job was finally done. Fol- 
lowing this came the job of 
getting tents for the various 
offices, living quarters, Officers’ 
Country, the officers’ galley and 
mess hall, a water system in- 
cluding showers, and walks to 
keep from losing men in the 
mud. Bridges were thrown 
across the streams and a gen- 
eral clean-up program was put 
into effect. 
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Warrant Officer “Pop” Brown 
was added to the officer per- 
sonnel as the activities of Public 


Works increased. Screened 
heads were built, wash pots for 
mess gear and new water lines 
laid. Wassem and Slater begun 
to plaster the island with Ata- 
brine and Malaria Control signs. 
Name and number were placed 
on all jeeps, trucks and heavy 
equipment. The battalion had 
no paint and could get none 
through the proper channels. 
but the 424th Heavy Bomber 


il i il 


Squadron had some. Just leave 
such a delicate matter as getting 
it to the Seabees! 

After moving to the new camp 
near Henderson Field, Warrant 


Officer Hartmann joined the 
battalion and was made Public 
Works officer. Materials were a 
little easier to obtain and work 
at once picked up. Camp con- 
struction was given more con- 
sideration and the result was a 
much nicer camp than we had 
at first. A large stage and screen 
were built at one end of a row 
of coconut logs and a Chapel 
at the other. Thus, Public Works 
contributed to the religious life 
of the battalion as well as to its 
entertainment. More and better 
showers were installed and there 
was an arrangement made for 
running ice water. Probably the 
outstanding achievement — of 
Public Works while on that is- 
land was the construction of the 
“Garbage Scow”’. Do you re- 
member that one? The depart- 
ment also built the dock for it. 
The Carper and Paint Shops 
made the targets used on the 
rifle range at Guadalcanal. 
When rumo.s informed PW 
that a trip to New Zealand was 


in the offing, there was a mad 
rush for packing boxes and 
crates. The department reached 
its stride during these prepara- 
tions, and worked up to the last 
minute storing gear left behind 
and crating that which was 
taken. All of this had to be re- 
peated immediately after re- 
turning from New Zealand for 
the move to Emirau. 

With each move the activities 
and responsibilities of Public 
Works became greater. The 
quality of the work progressed 
even more rapidly than the 
quantity. At Emirau Lt. Devon 
took over the job of running the 
department and continued to en- 
large its operations. The first 
real chapel was built there and 
the theater was the best on the 
island. It was on Emirau that 
the boys in Public Works made 
the altar which would do honor 
to any Church, any place. There 
was more than craftsmanship 
put into that job. Many cabinets 
and other pieces of office furni- 
ture were made for the 18th 
Regiment. Finally came the 
same old story more boxes 
and crates for the move to 
Manus. 
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Manus offered the greatest 
opportunities to Public Works 
in its history. Materials were 
easier to get and there was more 
to do. The problem of getting 
men was great due to the press- 
ing need for manpower on 
major projects. Each job seemed 
to be a rush one, and at times 
the Carpenter Shop had only 
light duty men. After cutting 
all the corners the administra- 
tion area was completed and 
living quarters were improved. 
Walks were built to keep some 
of the red mud out of the tents. 
Other specific jobs done by 
Public Works for the 63rd and 
other outfits were: The trailer 
to house and transport the 63rd 
Band, 2500 loading pallets, 500 
bunks, and a lunch wagon 
mounted on four wheels to pro- 
vide hot lunches and cold water 
to working parties who operated 
at great distances from camp. 
Maybe it’s supposed to be taboo, 
but why not a mention of the 
foot lockers for officers and 
chiefs, suitcases for the other 
men, to say nothing of picture 
frames, all primarily from 
scraps. All these had to be 
painted and lettered, too. Here 
every reader should turn to the 
picture of the 63rd NCB Theatre 
on Manus, and then remember 
that 12 Chiefs and one mate 
made this noble contribution to 
the welfare and entertainment 
of the battalion. 


Yes, many interesting things 
were done by men of Public 
Works. A lot happened in two 
years and to those who were 
permanently on duty with PW 
the overall picture is clear. 
These men probably knew bet- 
ter than any one else in the 
battalion that here was a war 
going on. The highest priority 
on every base was given to 
coffins. The order for them was 
the one order which every one 
knew would not be changed. 
Our Public Works department 
made a lot of them but the real 
purpose behind all the work of 
all the departments was to reach 
the place where no more coffins 
would be needed. 


WATER SUPPLY 
& PLUMBING 


QO, one of those occasions when you get 
out of the wrong side of bed and spend the 
rest of the day seeking a good argument, you 
can surely run into a bad one by dropping a 
line to any member of the water supply and 
plumbing departments of the 63rd _NCB, 
merely hinting that sanitation or water purity 
were anything but Grade A-1 at any of the 
battalion’s camps. 

If you recall, it was the 63rd corps of 
“water tenders” which made “aqua pura” 
available aboard the USS LaSalle en route 
from the Fijis to Guadalcanal when the ship’s 
distillation apparatus proved inadequate. 
That was just a minor problem, however, 
compared to their endeavors in establishing 
a practice water system amid the frost, mud 
and misery of Camp Peary’s famed Island X 
after 30 hours of study. 


Do you also remember how soon it was that 
vood water was available at the first camp on 
Guadalcanal? That first well was dug by a 
clam shell. At 15 feet, the crew hit a stream 
yielding 18 gallons per minute. Not satisfied, 
however, the water department constantly 
sought to improve the quality and quantity 
of water by stretching long pipelines to rivers 
where the water was clear and fresh. 

Unless you were one of these workmen, per- 
haps you don’t recall all the tribulations of 
those early days at Guadalcanal; how the 
shortage of pipe, fittings, pumps, filters and 
other gear caused headache after headache: 
how the custodians of lonely water-points 
spent the long nights in fear of attack by 
wandering Japs. 

Two of the water crew, Allen and DeCamp, 
were assigned for well drilling with the Army 
Service Command. The record of the number 
of shafts sunk with their rotary-hydraulic rig 
is in Army hands but they drilled plenty of 
water wells, supervised their casing by Army 
crews and instructed Army personnel in the 
“Seabee way” of doing the jobs. 


On one occasion when construction projects 
were handicapped by a gravel shortage, Allen 
and DeCamp set their rig to drill holes into 
a gravel hill, sunk six shafts 50 feet deep, 
loaded each with 600 pounds of TNT and — 
wham there was gravel enough for all needs. 


But to get back to the battalion once more. 
this time at the new Red Beach camp: Before 
the sharp-eyed plumbers discovered that they 
could recover more than 1000 yards of 4-inch 
Japanese pipe to run a water line to the near- 
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by river, they coupled into the river line used 
by a neighboring battalion. It was a make- 
shift arrangement of necessity, entirely in- 
adequate for the needs of both battalions 
especially when the other user closed the 
63rd line to insure enough pressure for its 
commander’s private shower. Glory, how the 
blue smoke rose from the 63rd camp! 

Then, even after the strain had been re- 
lieved in New Zealand, wreaths of sulphurous 
smoke could be seen rising from the plumb- 
ing shop when it was discovered that a care- 
fully-hoarded stock of tools and fittings had 
been pilfered during the vacation and that 
one of the CBMU outfits had tapped the 63rd 
line to put into operation its up-to-them most 
elaborate shower on Guadalcanal — all this 
when the CBMU’s brand-new pumps, pipe 
and fittings were still in their crates. 

However, the worst was over. Instead of 
being forced to set up sea-water distillation 
apparatus on Emirau which the Intelligence 
Department had warned was without springs. 
a single large well furnished plenty of water 
requiring only chlorination to make it suit- 
able for all requirements. In addition, the 
crews established water-points at Purple and 
Blue Beaches and laid pipe lines through 
previously untrampled jungle to supply water 
for the 15,000 troops destined to garrison the 
new base. 

On Manus, after expanding sanitary and 
water supply facilities to a point never before 
reached at a 63rd camp, the plumbers were 
called upon to maintain water supply lines 
laid to all parts of the huge. base from a 
central reservoir and pumping station com- 
plete with an aerating fountain, the 63rd crew 
laid 3000 feet of 6-inch pipe for expanding 
NAB facilities. 

Luxury reared its comely head in the 63rd 
camp for sure during the Manus tour. There 
the plumbers utilized their skill to fit out hot- 
water showers and the ultimate in South Sea 
sanitary facilities. . | 

So they can all take a bow — every one of 
the gang from CWO George LaConte, Chiefs 
Whitehead, Wall and Dallas, on«down to the 
lowest rating. Well done, “happy plum!-ers!!” 


COMMUNICATIONS 


4 re Fiji Island version of the old “find- 
ers keepers: losers weepers” game which 
swallowed up much of the equipment brought 
from Stateside by the 63rd affected the Com- 
munications Department no less than any 
other upon arrival at Guadalcanal. 

The sad fact was that the battalion would 
have been without a link to the air-raid warn- 
ing circuit had it not been for the co-opera- 
tion of the Third Marine Raiders who sup- 
plied the OOD’s Office with a field telephone 
set connected to their switchboard. When 
Washing Machine Charlie made his appear- 
ance, men of the 63rd were able to dive for 
cover as soon as the other cussing victims of 
Sleep-Shattering Charles and his Moonlight 
Madecaps. 

However, it wasn’t long before a 14-line 
switchboard was acquired from the Naval 
Operating Base in return for services ren- 
dered. This filled the gap until, at the time 
of the move to the Red Beach camp, a new 
50-line magneto switchboard was drawn Peas 
the stockpile. From that point the battalion 
was always linked to important trunk circuits 
in addition to a close, inter-departmental 
hookup within the camp area. 

A communications crew was soon detached 
to work for the Army Signal Corps in con- 
solidation and expansion of facilities at the 
four principal Guadalcanal exchanges. At the 
same time, bomb damage to lines was re- 
paired and the rotting temporary poles re- 
placed with durable, creosoted stock. Work 
under the Army was arduous and sometimes 
hazardous, reaching a peak when _ swollen 
rivers forced linesmen to swim their wire 
across the swift current. Men of the 63rd won 
commendation from Col. Lee, Signal Corps 
officer in charge, for their enterprise and 
efficiency in this work. 


The department was much better equipped 
for the forward movement to Emirau Island 
and on arrival was able to start immediately 
replacing the Marine battle telephone net- 
work with a permanent, pole-carried system 


after establishment of exchanges for the 63rd 
Battalion and 18th NC Regiment. The work 
was hard, requiring extensive use of machetes 
to clear routes through the jungle. Between 
the hard-biting red ants, scorpions and centi- 
pedes infesting the trees which must be 
climbed to string lines, and the headaches 
resulting from falling coconuts and palm 
fronds, the men were accorded an unfriendly 
welcome by the worst of untraversed jungle. 
“Them damn red ants was the worst.” ac- 
cording to the harrassed linesmen. 

As on Guadalcanal, Army Signal Corps 
assignments followed completion of Seabee 
and Naval Base projects, the 63rd being al- 
ready well recommended for its work on 
Guadalcanal. 

An ingenious cable truck was devised so 
that ten reels of telephone wire unwound 
simultaneously as the vehicle progressed. The 
wires were clustered at 10-foot intervals to 
form a simple cable. By including extra wires 
in cases where expansion of facilities was 
deemed possible, many a newly-arrived gar- 
rison unit found itself with no more trouble 
than to hook its switchboard to a line which 
had been waiting for some time at the site of 
the new camp. 

Besides helping to establish the main island 
telephone exchange, men of the 63rd serviced 
it on a 24-hour schedule until the regular 
Army maintenance crew arrived. 

The department was by no means less busy 
during the tour of duty on Manus. On arrival 
a very good intra-camp network system was 
put into use. The weeks that passed found the 
battalion with its first dependable sound sys- 
tem giving such morale builders as radio and 
recorded programs during chow hours. 

At Manus, also, the communications crew 
was given the task of laying submarine cable 
for the use of the naval base. Telephone men 
also installed the Lugos Mission Exchange, 
the second largest on the island. Throughout 
the Manus period a crew of men was detailed 
to the Base Communications Department for 
switchboard and line repair. 


TRANSPORTATION 


1. the Army moves on its 
stomach and the Navy in ships, 
the writers of military adages 
must certainly amend their work 
to include the fact that Seabees 
move on and with heavy equip- 
ment. In the words of Admiral 
Nimitz “the roads to Tokyo 
were built by bulldozers.” 


The 63rd Battalion took pride 
in its equipment — a fact proven 
by recalling that at the time the 
unit finished Manus projects, 22 
months after departure from the 
United States, a large percent- 
age of its equipment was of the 
original issue.. 


The life span of motorized 
equipment in the hands of the 
military is notoriously short. 
Some waste is justifiable (c’est 
la guerre) but cases where good 
equipment is ruined after only 
a few months of non-combatant 
use appear shameful to true- 
blue operators and mechanics. 
Men of the 63rd Transportation 
Department can take pride in 
good stewardship. 


The department embraces all 
mobile and mechanized vehicles 
and equipment, all shops and 
services for maintenance and 
all operating and shop person- 
nel. The department may be 
broken down into six divisions: 
(1) Vehicle operation (trucks, 
jeeps, weapon carriers, etc.) ; 


(2) vehicle maintenance; (3) 
heavy equipment operation 
(tractors, cranes, etc.); (4) 


heavy equipment maintenance; 
(5) lubrication; (6) secondary 
maintenance shops. These latter 
included welding, blacksmith, 
cable, and machine shops. 


Each division operated as a 
unit responsible only to the 
transportation officer, Co-opera- 
tion between the divisions was 
maintained to a high degree at 
all times under the leadership 
of Lt. (jg) Lovejoy and War- 
rant Officer Greenshields for the 
major part of the tour. 


The department was respon- 
sible for 84 trucks and road 
vehicles and for their operation. 
Drivers were instructed to sub- 
ject their vehicles to hazardous 
work only when conditions of 
emergency warranted. For the 
most part, men were assigned to 
the same machines to insure 
consistent operation, to promote 
a careful attitude and to balance 
responsibility. 

The department’s 33 dump 
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trucks were the real “work- 
horses” of the battalion. No 
record is available of the num- 
ber of yard-miles of earth or 
coral moved by these vehicles 
but men of the department esti- 
mate the total as upwards of a 
million, Of the 17 original dump 
trucks issued, 15 were still in 
operation when operations end- 
ed on Manus. One was traded 
for another type and one was 
stolen. Sixteen more dump 


trucks were added on Guadal- 
canal and Emirau. 


Of the 11 cargo-type trucks 
with the battalion on Manus, 
three were original issue, two 
were commissioned from Guad- 
aleanal salvage dumps by the 
exercise of Seabee skill, and six 
added at later dates. Trucks 
equipped with winches, some 
with A-frames and cranes made 
by battalion workmen, were 
often pressed into service to do 
the work of much heavier equip- 
ment as witnessed in Tetere 
Dock and malaria control proj- 
ects. The 17 weapon carriers 
were usually assigned to shops 
and working units. Specialized 
equipment, such as the home- 
made diesel tractor lowboy 
which was capable of handling 
“cats” and cranes up to 20 tons, 
was also made in_ battalion 
shops. The battalion’s 18 jeeps, 
water truck, grease truck, am- 
bulance, and fuel tanker com- 
plete the roster. 


This large fleet of vehicles 
was kept in apple-pie order only 
by the devoted attention of the 
department's 20 mechanics. 
Despite the early handicaps 
when attention to equipment 
was handicapped by the lack of 
tools and total absence of re- 
placement parts, no vehicle was 
ever out of service for morte 


than a week. A 


The answer was supplied hy 


salvage dumps which were the 
happy hunting grounds of Sea- 
bee mechanics determined to 
keep the wheels turning on those 
roads to Tokyo. When a tow- 
truck was desperately needed, 
these men somehow breathed 
life into the bleached remnants 
of some victim of Hill 66 or 
Bloody Knoll and it emerged 
from the shop as another piece 
of 63rd equipment. Yes, and 
when such “grave robbing” 
yielded no results there were 
always shrewd Seabee “hoss 
traders” to fill the bill in some 
manner. It boiled down to some- 
thing like this: “You give us a 
roll of brake lining and we'll 
fix your transmission. What, you 
haven't any brake lining? Well, 
how about TS ends, 
then?” 


some 


The battery shop was attached 
to vehicle maintenance. For 
months at a time its operators, 
O’Donahue and DeLong, never 
saw a new battery. Those in use 


were constantly failing. They 
built. new batteries from the 
remnants of old ones and 


charged them with a device of 
their own construction. 


Tleavy equipment, the back- 
bone of Seabee endeavor, on 


Manus included 19 crawler type 
tractors, 1] cranes, 15 carry-alls, 
7 power graders, 6 air compres- 


sors, 2 power rollers, 2 concrete 
mixers, a rock crusher and nu- 
merous powerless devices. Lf any 
single machine has modified the 
nature of warfare it has been 
the crawler tractor and its com- 
panion bulldozer. 


At the outset of the depart- 
ment was blessed with a surplus 
of experienced operators but 
cursed with a lack of equipment 
and a surfeit of jobs. Originally 
there were only three cranes, 
four caterpillar tractors, one 
farm tractor, four carryalls and 
incidental machines including 
two ditchers. Four tractors and 
a crane were loaned to the bat- 
talion when malaria control was 
rtaunched on Guadalcanal and 


other pieces were gradually re- 
quired. But during the entire 
tour of duty on Guadalcanal 


manpower had to be substituted 
for machines and the most pos- 
sible hours of work wrung from 
each piece of equipment. 


Always the machines had to 
fight those two worst enemies of 
steel — mud and salt water. 
Working as they did along 
streams and lagoons, equipment 
would often become mired 
despite every precaution. Fre- 
quently they were immersed. by 
tides. Then there would be the 
arduous task of getting them 
out, removing mud, draining and 


flushing housings to prevent salt 
corrosion of working parts. 
Operating conditions were haz- 
ardous. Injuries to operators 
and equipment alike were all 
too frequent. Falling trees took 
a heavy toll. Often unsound 
stream banks gave way under 


the weight of machines with 
serious damage resulting. Ex- 


tensive dispersal of equipment 
all over Guadalcanal consider- 
ably complicated the problems 


of servicing and maintaining 
machines, 
The same problems con- 


fronted heavy equipment main- 
tenance mechanics as_ those 
which badgered working vehicle 
crews. They haunted salvage 
dumps, improvised and invent- 
ed. When the gasoline starter 
engine on a D-7 Caterpillar 
tractor was hopelessly wrecked, 
they rebuilt the electric starter 
from a wrecked AC tractor and 
adapted it to the “cat”. A State- 
side machine shop or perhaps 
even the Caterpillar Company, 
would say “it can’t be done.” It 
was done, and the tractor fune- 
tioned every day thereafter. 
The shop needed an arbor press 
badly. The men took the ecyl- 
inder from an _ abandoned 
“dozer”, a hydraulic jack, some 
odds and ends from the salvy age 
dump and, presto with help 
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from other Transportation 
shops, there was a press with a 
60-ton squeeze. 


Lubrication of all this equip- 
ment was also fraught with 
many handicaps. The depart- 
ment maintained a grease rack 
at the transportation center and 
serviced vehicles and equipment 
in the field by means of a com- 
pletely-equipped truck. The de- 
partment had a policy of lubri- 
cating a little more frequently 
and thoroughly than was recom- 
mended by the manufacturer 
which paid dividends in credit, 
shared with other departments, 
for the excellent condition of 
equipment when it was left be- 
hind at Manus. A have-not unit 
at the outset, the lubrication 
division evolved into a_ well- 
equipped part of the depart- 
ment. It also included tire sery- 
ice. 


Too much cannot be said con- 
cerning the effective functioning 
of the various shops attached 
to the Transportation Depart- 
ment. Welders and blacksmiths 
made tools to fit the require- 
ments of mechanics, constructed 
miles of culverting and flumes 
from de-headed gasoline and 
fuel drums — even built an oven 
for the battalion bakers out of 
a pontoon. Cable men kept the 
wheels turning during malaria 
control when light eable, best 
to be had at that time, kept 
snapping under the strain of 
stream and swamp. clearance. 
The machine shop made _ re- 
placement parts, altered others 
to fit the jobs, repaired type- 
writers and other precision 
equipment. These shops made 
themselves indispensable to the 
battalion in innumerable ways. 


The history of the Transpor- 
tation Department has _ thus 
been written by the men them- 
selves. The outstanding work 
record of the 63rd NCB, with- 
out doubt, could not have been 
achieved without the sturdy and 
dependable service rendered by 
men who loved to keep machin- 
ery running smoothly. They de- 
served the new equipment pro- 
vided for the Philippine job. 
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SUPPLY AND SHIP’S SERVICE 


Doxe before the speedy but 
sloppy sea-slut, the SS. MorMac- 
Port, shivered, shook, and 
shoved from her Port Hueneme 
dock, the 63rd Supply Depart- 
ment was up to its ears in busi- 
ness — the vital business of 
providing food, drink, clothing 
— even haircuts and _ trouser 
hems — to men of the battalion. 

The storekeepers were glad 
to be summoned from that siege 
in replacement pool and _ as- 
signed to the battalion in Decem- 
ber 1942. The first supply officer, 
Ensign, later Lt. William H. 
Hermes, joined the battalion 15 
February 1943, and rapidly or- 
ganized work in the galley, 
supply rooms, tool room, and 
Supply Office. All but two of the 
supply crew took embarkation 
leaves at Gulfport. 

That little game of hide and go 
seek, played with fellow trav- 
elers at the Fijis affected the 
Supply Department just about 
the same as other units of the 
battalion. The equipment loaded 
and ear-marked on departure 
from Hueneme just wasn’t there 
in many cases when Guadalcanal 
was reached. For one_ thing, 
where in thunder did the bakers’ 
oven go? 

The gap was plugged by 
sending bakers over to the 14th 
NCB camp to work nights get- 
ting the “staff of life” ready for 
the hungry 63rd the next day. 
Meanwhile, the rest of the 
bakers went into a huddle with 


welders around a_ dock-type 
pontoon. What emerged was 


like a dream from Rube Gold- 
berg — an oven made from a 
pontoon! But, boy, did it work? 
Ask anyone who ate the bread, 
cake and pies which were soon 
turned out. That oven remained 
in use until the real McCoy was 
found on Manus. It was the envy 
of many another unit and the 
design was copied several times 
by envious bakers. Yep, and the 
bakers used bread pans made 


from 5-gallon tins and dough 
troughs fabricated from 


longitudinal halves of 55-gallon 


7 
7 


the | 


fuel drums. 

For another thing, the hauling 
of supplies and provisions to 
that Tetere Beach camp _ re- 
quired a round trip of 40 miles 
and plenty of leg work around 
the camp but those “three 
squares” were on the line every 
day, come rain, shine, or more 
rain. 

The tool room always fune- 
tioned with efficiency, making 
every effort to procure, protect 
and maintain vital small equip- 
ment in the best manner pos- 
sible. The same can be said for 
the Ship’s Store, Clothing and 
Small Stores and GSK depart- 
ments in all phases of the bat- 
talion’s travels in the Pacific. 

The tribulations of the com- 
missary department were ex- 
tensive and varied. The great 
trouble was that these tribula- 
tions were reflected to the men 
of the battalion only by what 
was set before them to eat. It 
was impossible for them to 
know, for example, that trouble 
was being experienced with gal- 
ley equipment; that the reason 
they were offered so many meals 
of canned meat, beans, chili and 
similar concoctions was not be- 
cause the cooks had a grudge 
against humanity but because 
there was no other food avail- 
able. 

Many of the cooks were phi- 


losophers enough to realize that 


a certain percentage of a group 
of 1000 men would not like the 
food even if it was procured, 
prepared and served in the 
grand manner of the Astorbilt- 


SOUL TT 


Wiltshire but even they were 
comforted at the sight of the 
loudest “gripers” stowing away 
enough food for two men. Say 
this for the cooks: “They could 
take it!” They had to! 

While on the subject of food, 
let’s pay some tribute to the 
gang in the electrical and refrig- 
eration departments who kept 
flowing the electric power so 
vital to the comfort of men and 
the preservation of their food. 

They provided refinements 
beyond the ordinary essentials 
of life in the tropics, too. When- 
ever possible, tents were lighted 
and power was available for 
movies and recreational activi- 
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ties. Remember the night bas- 
ketball games, the ice cream 
freezers, cold beer and “coke,” 
unknown to the ordinary GI 
sweated out their 
ordeal in the tropics. The bat- 
talion lot to its 
tricians and reefer experts. 

Also roughly classed with de- 
partments rendering service to 
the battalion as a whole were 
the Tin Shop and Paint Shop. 
including those illustrious mast- 
ers of the sign painters’ art, 
Wasem and Slater.. The metal- 
smiths performed valuable work 
for all departments; the painters 
brightened up the interiors of 
all buildings and decorated our 
home-made traveling cases: the 
sign painters built will 
and respect for the 63rd in many 
ways with their bright and amus- 


ing handiwork. 


Joes who 


owes a elec- 


good 


The cobbler shop was always 
busy, half-soling, repairing and 
returning worn shoes to service. 
Many a victim of Small Stores 
where only two sizes, too large 
and too small, were obtainable, 
made the least bit more 
human-looking by skillful al- 
terations performed in the bat- 
talion tailor shop. 

Here’s a note on that much- 


was 


maligned Small Stores set-up: 
Seabee: “One pair of dun- 

garees, matey. I'd prefer some- 

thing too small if you have it.” 


Storekeeper: “Believe I have 
just what you want. The waist 
will be a trifle small but the 
extra trouser length can be used 
to piece in the waist. | want you 
to know that’s the last of such 
a good fit. You’re lucky.” 

Seabee: “Gee, thanks! I sure 
appreciate that.” 

A Seabee barbershop was a 
wonderful place wherever lo- 
cated. Even operating at night 
in Camp Peary heads, the scut- 
tlebutt ebbed and flowed, with 
emphasis on the flow. The two 
original barbers were soon in- 
stalled in a regular shop, how- 
ever, but still used their own 
equipment. The 15-cent price 
was much more reasonable than 
any of the men had been paying 
as civilians so they figured on 
one a week, little realizing that 
there were 1100 men of the same 
notion. Oh, well, the Battalion 
Welfare Fund really traveled in 
high gear for a while. 

On Guadalcanal, the barbers 
had GI tools but solid wooden 
chairs absolutely inadaptable to 
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the “too longs and too shorts” 
in the battalion. So Red and 
Rudy, snatching a jeep seat here 
and an airplane pilot’s seat 
there, a couple of hydraulic 
jacks, and with the aid of a ship- 
fitter, welded up two “ultra- 
modern” elevating and revolv- 
ing barber chairs. 

While in no sense a division 
of the Supply or Ship’s Service 
Departments, the quiet and al- 
ways efficient service rendered to 
the welfare and morale of the 


“battalion by the Post Office can- 


not be over-emphasized. 
Throughout the life of the 
battalion, postal clerks, censors 
and other functionaries of the 
department worked hard and 
efficiently, not only to deliver 


words of encouragement and 
love from home but also to 


speed departing letters on their 
way. 

Little can be said of or by the 
battalion Censor Board. The 
members of this group had a 
difficult assignment. They han- 
dled it with tact and speed under 
the direction of Chief Keegan. 

To all the men of all these 
departments can be applied the 
same expression of Seabee serv- 


“Can Do. Will Do Did.” 


ice: 


A 


DISBURSING OFFICE 


AN ae disbursing office — you 
know that place where you went 
to find out about your pay — 
the place where one officer and 
seven men spent so much time 
trying to figure out a way to gyp 
you out of some money? It was 
also the place where so many 
lost their MAQ — we’re sorry, 
did you hear that one? At the 
disbursing office any one could 
freely express opinion as to just 
how SNAFU things really were. 
Bet you never heard anything 
around the D.O. about your 
right index finger, now did you? 


But after all, the disbursing 
office had many experiences 


much more pleasant than those 
mentioned and it played a vital 
part in the activities of the bat- 
talion. 


About the time the battalion 
reached Camp Peary, Ensign 
Glenn E, Whitaker was ordered 
to duty as the senior Supply 
officer. He was the only one until 
February when Ensign William 
H. Hermes joined the happy 
family. About this time Chief 
Juror G. Ingle was assigned to 
the battalion from replacement, 
and for a time it looked as 
though these three would be the 
entire force. However, when the 
65th NCB was broken up there 
seemed to be more storekeepers 
than ever could be needed. Al- 
most the entire group of 65th 
personnel was 


supply corps 


transferred to the 63rd when 


the battalion broke boot. 


The first real work came when 
the accounts were taken up from 
Central Disbursing Office near 
the end of February. Before this 
had been 


time the accounts 


handled on a “production line” 
basis by CDO. Few will forget 
the pay day held 28 February 
1943. It was paid with Com- 
mander Trenholme’s money, but 
Ensign Whitaker was the re- 
sponsible officer and that $50,000 
didn’t look like hay to him, The 
next day for pay was held at 
Gulfport and that time the dis- 
bursing officer was really wor- 
ried. He came back from leave 
with a bad case of mumps with 
Ports- 
mouth prison swelling as well as 


visions of his term at 


other things. 


Probably the only time the 
disbursing office was really im- 
portant was during the brief 
stay in Hueneme. With only 60 
miles separating the battalion 
from Hollywood and all it stood 
for, there were hundreds of re- 
quests for special money and 
you can bet nobody missed a 
regular pay day. Some of the 
excuses for asking for the special 


monies were rich. They ranged 


all the way from the old “dead 
grandmother” plea to the fellow 
who wanted money because his 
wife was going to have a baby. 
When asked when his wife ex- 
pected the baby he replied, “I 
don’t know, she never will un- 


as 


less I get this money”. 


When the time came to leave 
the States the disbursing officer 
could no longer call on base 
officers for pay money so the 
Government found a nice new 
safe for the 63rd. Ensign Whi- 
taker went to Oxnard and cashed 
a check for a good portion of a 
million dollars and then the 
trouble began. Ensign Whitaker, 
being single, did not like the 
yoke of matrimony around his 
neck, even though it involved 
only an iron safe, looked around 
noticed that 
look on “Stinky” 


Stinky married that safe! (Who 


and hen-pecked 


Davis, so 


wouldn’t get married for that 
much money?) He should have 
been able to buy the MorMac- 


Bakar 


Port for that amount but it was 
far from worth it. Down to 
“upper-between”™ in old No. 4 
went the safe and it wasn’t such 
a swell place to take a bride. 
From there every man in the 
battalion received a $5 pay on 
20 May, regardless of the size of 
the fine he was paying as a re- 
sult of those binges in Holly- 


wood. 


When it became evident that 
the 63rd was in that Fiji harbor 
for the duration, the disbursing 
office attempted to start fune- 
tioning. There was a little room 
next to the Ship’s Store, 8 x 10, 
in which the office was set up. 
Everything was fine for three 
days when it was decided to 
move over on the USS. LaSalle, 
that Palace of the Rich. Of 
course opening up equipment 
and records for three days, only 
to move again was a pleasure 
reserved for storekeepers only. 
An added bit of fame engulfed 
the D.O. boys when they were 
borrowed by Supply to help 
count the 18,273 bars of candy 
(5¢) and 1,471,941 cigarettes 
which were damaged in chang- 


ing ships, 


For several months the 
bright spots in the disbursing 
office were pay days at Cape 
Esperance; Ed Sennish with his 
little poultry farm and _ those 
delicious dinners made for gala 
occasions. On one trip the glove 
box of the jeep was filled with 
candy and cakes bought at an 
Army PX. Upon getting back to 
the office the cash showed a 
shortage of nearly $5000. After 
hours of search it was suggested 
that the jeep be inspected. The 
jeep had been turned back to 
Transportation and was on an- 
other trip! When it came back 


hy “y 
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the glove box was empty as far 
as candy and cakes were con- 
cerned but there was a bundle 
of crisp new five dollar bills! 


Aren't some people lucky ? 


Shortly after returning to 
Guadalcanal from New Zealand. 
the Skipper received informa- 
tion from BuPers that Mr. 
Whitaker was being relieved 
and a new disbursing officer was 
on the way. Ensign Storer ar- 
rived and although he had a 
clan of “rebel” storekeepers to 
put up with he immediately be- 
came very popular with them 
and all other members of the 
battalion. 


Eight more storekeepers join- 
ed the battalion on Guadalcanal 
when Casual Draft 2234 arrived 
and the D.O. was increased by 
another member who later was 
overcome by the rigors of the 


climate. 


The D.O. has done as best it 
could to be a part of the service 
function of the 63rd. To all 
hands it has given pleasant as- 
sistance. To this end we trust 
all hands will always remember 
that pay days were regular and 
frequent. 


—- 


MEDICAL AND DENTAL 


MEDICAL DEPARTMENT 


ORK was the keynote of the 63rd NCB’s 
Medical Department almost from the moment 
it was organized on 7 December 1942. We all 
remember those physical examinations, of 
course, and a good many of us remember the 
colds, cat fever and assorted other ailments 
which pestered personnel in those first hectic 
days. The medics and corpsmen labored late 
and long with inadequate facilities to treat 
the ailing. Besides respiratory troubles there 
were two cases of spinal meningitis. 

The department was put to the test again 
soon after arrival on Guadalcanal when dysen- 
tery disabled many men and taxed ward facili- 
ties to the utmost before the condition was 
relieved. Malaria patients were numerous, 
also, in the first phases of the battalion’s over- 
seas history. 

Corpsmen became progressively more pro- 
ficient through courses of study and practice 
prescribed by the Naval Bureau of Medicine 
and Surgery. Problems encountered in the 


treatment of tropical diseases, especially @ 


dermatitis and similar infections, were solved 
as rapidly as possible and the men kept in as 
good health as possible at all times. 


DENTAL DEPARTMENT 


1 page Beco by lack of time, the 63rd 
Dental Department was unable to undertake 
complete dental rehabilitation of all person- 
nel hefore embarkation as is the case with 
general service men. The work was confined 


largely to emergencies before the battalion 
embarked. 

When the new dental apparatus was in- 
stalled on Guadalcanal, however, some restor- 
ative work was accomplished while prosthetic 
cases were referred to other activities pos- 
sessing laboratory facilities. After commis- 
sioning, approximately 200 restorations per 
month were made and an average of 30 teeth 
extracted per month. 

Treatments for paradentosis and gingivitis 
were very numerous. Each patient reporting 
for treatment was instructed in dental and 
oral hygiene to keep mouth ailments at a 
minimum, 


SAW MILL 


= ATION of parts from three old and 
badly worn sawmills to construct one which 
could be operated efficiently to mill 400,000 
fbm. of lumber in three months, was the ac- 
complishment of rugged Seabee lumbermen 
of the 63rd Naval Construction Battalion on 
Emirau Island. 


Problems of construction and transporta- 
tion of the heavy equipment over more than 
6 miles of jungle trail were prodigious. Two 
heavy tractors were required to move the mill 
over the worst of the route. All timber for 
setting up the plant was, of necessity, cut and 
hewn by hand from the jungle. Early stages 
of operation were hampered by heavy rains 
which turned roads into quagmires. Trucks 
required more than an hour each way to 
transport crews from camp to the mill site. 

Situated as it was in the airfield area, the 
mill processed heavy timber cut during clear- 
ing operations for the airstrip, taxiways, and 
hardstands. When production started in 
earnest, three weeks after receipt of orders, 
90,000 feet of logs were in the yard. More 
than 150,000 feet of timber was eventually 


logged from the strip alone and sawing pro- 
duction averaged approximately 1000 fbm. 
per hour. 

Work progressed in two shifts of six hours 
each, the mill being shut down for only one 
day while a new carriage was constructed. 
The original 48-inch saws were inadequate for 
the size of the logs being milled in many cases 
but eventually one 54-inch saw and a 60-inch 
hardwood saw were procured which speeded 
operations considerably. 

About six weeks before the 63rd NCB 
moved from Emirau to Manus Island, opera- 
tion of the mill was taken over by CBMU 502. 

Still under the direction of W. O. Hinklin, 
the mill started operations early in the tour 
of duty at the next location of the 63rd NCB 
at Manus. Considerable delay was occasioned 
at times as the huge saws struck shrapnel or 
bomb fragments imbedded in the logs. The 
mill was able to average 10,000 fbm. in an 
8-hour day, however. On several occasions at 
Manus as much as 15,000 fbm. were milled 
in a single day. The mill produced 966,668 
board feet during its operations on Manus. 


PERSONNEL 


ee 63rd NCB was commissioned 1 March 
1943 with 27 officers and 1082 enlisted person- 
nel. When it departed for overseas duty there 
were 1059 enlisted men on the muster. 


Losses by transfer were partially made up 
by receipt of 100 men from Casual Draft 2234 
at Gudadeanal 14 March 1944 and by 25 men 
from Casual Draft 2275 who joined the bat- 
talion when on Emirau 26 June 1944. On 28 
February 1945 when the battalion was ready 
to leave Manus, enlisted personnel totale d 


936. : 


A survey conducted by the Historical Ree- 
ords Department on Emirau and Manus re- 
vealed interesting statistics on men of the bat- 
talion. For example, it disclosed that the 
average age of the 914 men who returned 
questionnaires was 30.4 years. 


Facts gleaned from the survey also revealed 
that 491 men, or 54 per cent of those who 
filled out questionnaires were married. Of 


that total 307 men, or 62 per cent of the mar- 
ried men were fathers. 


Men who attended high school numbered 
385 or 42 per cent. Of the 118 men who at- 
tended college (13 per cent), 13 earned col- 
lege or university degrees. 


Twenty men were foreign born and 110, or 
12 per cent, had experienced previous mili- 
tary service. 

Sixty per cent of the men who returned 
questionnaires gave Protestant denominations 
as their religious preferences, Of the re- 
mainder, the great majority were Catholics 
with a sprinkling of Hebrew and other faiths. 


Four enlisted men rose to the rank 
warrant wees. They are: H. L. Arnold, C. 
Carpenter, W. J. Bashaw and R. W. Hinklim 


These men were transferred to the United 
States for commission purposes: A. R. Carter, 
W. C. Harbour, F. W. Michalski, N. A. 
Wilson. 
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ONCE WAS NOT ENOUGH 


N. history of the 63rd NCB could be 
complete without reference to members who 
were veterans of the first World War. This 
patriotic coterie of men who swore “never 
again” after the Armistice proved, however, 
to be like proverbial fire horses: The bell 
rang and the fight was on! 

To those veterans goes much credit for pro- 
viding the balance so necessary in an organ- 
ization of this sort, especially in its early 
days. While Seabee battalions do not profess 
to be military units in the strictest sense of 
the word, the previous service and experience 
of these men was an important factor in the 
somewhat limited basic training, providing 
“wheelhorses” at times when confusion 
threatened. 

From the Officer in Charge down, the 
roster of these officers and men reads like 
a League of Nations roll call. Besides mem- 
bers of the United States armed forces, our 
Allies of the past and most recent war are 
well represented — the latter proving by 
their service their loyalty to an adopted 
nation. 

Included in the list will be found names 
of men who distinguished themselves in 
battle, receiving some of the highest honors 
their nations had to bestow. Others have an- 
swered the Last Roll Call, while on duty 
with the battalion or after survey. These we 
salute as the Honored Dead. 

An effort has been made to include every 
veteran of World War | who served with the 
battalion since its inception. Some have left 
the unit via survey or transfer and in some 
cases it may be that important information 
is lacking. Any such errors or omissions are 
sincerely regretted. 

The list of World War I veterans follows: 

Frank J. Highleyman, Commander (CEC) 
USNR: Service with British Army 1917-719 
in England, France, Italy, India, and Mes- 
opotamia. Holds Victory and British Active 
Service Medals. 

Lieut. W. J. Elliott (CEC) USNR: De- 
stroyer service with U. S. Navy 1917-720. 
Holds Victory and Good Conduct Medals. 

Chief Warrant Officer James Greenshields: 
Service with British Royal Engineers 1914-719. 
One of the famous “Old Contemptibles,” Mr. 
Greenshields served in Scotland, with the 
B. E. F. in France and Belgium and was later 
attached to French and Belgian artillery 
units. Holds the Mons Star (1914) and the 
Victory and British Active Service Medals. 

Warrant Officer R. W. Brown: U. S. Navy 
service 1915-20 in, Vera Cruz, China and 
Japan. Holds Victory, Mexican and Good 
Conduct Medals. 

ENLISTED MEN 

x (Alphabetical List) 

Stark Allen, CEM: U. S. Marine Corps 
service 1913-17 in U. S. A., Mexico, Haiti, 
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and Cuba. U. 8. Army 1920-21 at Ft. Logan. 
Holds Mexican, Haitian, Cuban and Victory 
Medals. One son, Lt. (jg) Albert R. Allen is 
in Naval Service. Another son, Richard B. 
Allen, served in a Marine Air Section. 

Robert Bleier, CEM: U. S. Army service 
1914-21 with China Expeditionary Force and 
the AEF in France. Holds Silver Star, Purple 
Heart. two Meritorious Service Citations, 
Divisional Citation, Victory Medal with four 
stars and Good Conduct Medal. 

Lee Chaney, BMlc: U. S. Navy service 
afloat 1917-18. Holds Victory Medal. 

Frank Dean, CMM: U. S. Navy service at 
Great Lakes 1917-21. Holds Victory and 
Good Conduct Medals. 

L. G. Denny, CCM: U. S. Navy service at 
Great Lakes, Bremerton Navy Yard and 
afloat 1917-20. Holds Victory Medal. 

EK. B. Doyle, CBM: U. S. Army service at 
Camp Wood 1918. Holds Victory Medal. 

Paul Fallon, CBM: Service with U. S. Mer- 
chant Marine afloat, 1917-18. Holds Victory 
Medal. 

W. E. Flach, CCM: U. S. Navy service at 
Great Lakes, Philadelphia Navy Yard, Eng- 
land, France and Ireland 1918-21. Holds 
Victory, Good Conduct and AEF Medals. 
Son, W. E. Flach, Jr., served in U. S. Naval 
Submarine Service. 

E. G. Giltner, Sp(M)2c: U. S. Navy ser- 
vice 1917-19 at Great Lakes and Atlantic 
Fleet. Original member of Sousa’s Navy 
Band. Present at surrender of German High 
Seas Fleet, 21 November 1918. Hold Victory 
and Good Conduct Medals. 

C. E. Givenrod, CCM: U. S. Army service 
1917-19 at Jefferson Barracks, Fremont, 
Calif., Ft. Sill, AEF in France. Holds AEF 
and Victory Medals. A son, C. C. Givenrod, 
was a bomber pilot in the USAAF. 

Paul F. Henrickson, CCM: U. S. Navy 
service 1981-’21 at Bremerton Navy Yard and 
afloat. Holds Victory and Good Conduct 
Medals. 

George V. Hillock, CBM: U. S. Army 
service 1917-20 with AEF in France. Holds 
Victory Medal with three stars and Good 
Conduct Medal. 

Casimer Hoinacke, Ptrle: U. S. Navy ser- 
vice 1918-22 at Great Lakes, Newport News 
and afloat. Holds Victory and Good Conduet 
Medals. A son, Raymond Hoinacke, served 
with the Army, 

Ira C. Howard, CM2c: U. S. Army service 
1918. Held Victory Medal. Died on being 
evacuated from Guadalcanal. 

F. M. Jaskola, MM3c: U. S. Army service 
1917-19 at Ft. Lincoln, Camp Green, AEF 
in France. Holds Victory and AEF Medals. 

Thomas Keegan, CCM: U. S. Navy service 
1918-19 at Newport Naval Station and Bos- 
ton. Holds Victory Medal. 

E. R. Kilbride, CBM: R.O.T.C. 1915-18. 


U. S. Navy 1918-20 at Great Lakes. Holds 
Victory and Good Conduct Medals. 

V. V. Kimery, SF2c: U. S. Army service 
1918-19 at Ft. Mead. Holds Victory Medal. 

C. O. Korstad, SF3c: U. S. Army service 
1915-21 with AEF in France. Holds Purple 
Heart, Victory Medal and AEF Medal. Son 
in U. S. Navy, daughter in WAC. 

William Kruize, CMle: Service with 
French Navy 1917-718 at sea. 

George H. Kugler, MMle: U. S. Navy ser- 
vice 1917-21 at Great Lakes and with Atlantic 
Fleet. Holds Victory and Good Conduct 
Medals. 

Charles A. Lang, SC2c: U. S. Army service 
1918-19 in France. Holds. Victory Medal. 

John Lucey, GM2ec: U. S. Army service 
1918-19 at Camp Devens, Camp Upton, AEF 
in France. Holds Victory Medal. 

John R. McConkey, SF2c: U.S. Army 1916- 
19, AEF in France. U. S. Navy service, Cuba. 
Holds Victory and Good Conduct Medals. 

EK. P. Malloy, MM2e: N. Y. National Guard 
service 1917-18. U. S. Navy 1919-22 with 
Asiatic and Atlantic Fleets. Holds Victory 
Medal. 

Thomas Marsden, CSF: U. S. Army service 
1917-20 in Mexico. Holds Mexican and Vic- 
tory Medals. 

R. J. Mullaney, CBM: U. S. Navy service 
1918-21 at Great Lakes and afloat. Holds Vic- 
tory and Good Conduct Medals. 

Russell B. Nichols, MM1c: U. S. Army ser- 
vice 1917-19 with AEF in France. Holds 
Purple Heart, Victory and AEF Medals. 

R. P. O’Donahue, SF3c: U. S. Army ser- 
vice 1917-20 at Ft. George Wright, Ft. Den- 
ning, England and with AEF in France. 
Cited by former Secretary of War Newton 


D. Baker and General Allen. Youngest top 
sergeant in U. S. Army. Holds Victory and 
AEF Medals. 

Harold D. Rosendale, SFle: U. S. Navy 
service 1917-20 at Great Lakes and afloat. 
Held Victory and Good Conduct Medals. 
First 63rd NCB man to die on foreign soil 
(Guadaleanal). 

R. E. Skinner, CEM: U. S. Navy service 
1917-20 at Great Lakes and afloat. Holds Vic- 
tory and Good Conduct Medals. 

W. T. Sloan, BMle: Canadian Army ser- 
vice 1914-17 with CEF in France. Service 
afloat with Canadian Navy 1917-19. Holds 
1914-15 Medal, Victory and British Active 
Service Medals. 

L. W. Stephenson, CMM: U. S. Army ser- 
vice 1917-°20 at Jefferson Barracks, Ft. Sam 
Houston, Camp Travis, Camp MeArthur, 
England and France. Holds Victory Medal 
with two stars, AEF and Army of Occupation 
Medals. 

W. J. Stoner, MM2c: U. S. Army service 
1917-20 with AEF in France. Holds Victory 
Medal with star. 

Norbert Taylor, BMle: U. S. Army service 
1918 at Camp Colt and Camp Dix. Holds 
Victory Medal. 

Roy G. A. Wasem, CPtr: U. S. Navy ser- 
vice 1918-19 at Great Lakes and afloat. Ori- 
ginal member of Sousa’s Navy Band. Holds 
Victory and Good Conduct Medals. 

A. D. Wright, CMle: British Royal Marines 
service 1915-20 with BEF in France and with 
Atlantic Fleet. Present at surrender of Ger- 
man High Seas Fleet 21 November, 1918. 
Holds Victory and British Active Service 
Medals. 
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Du@iemin~Riayrsstrd Bag osc. i.5 ener anes divik inks bac ssundsee ad pee Se ee eae Swansea, Mass. 
Dyes; Norpls Boi. Asis icctivekn aoa hence ne tiidashdesovsscdsoonceves tes ee Robinson, Hl. 
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MRCIE ENE OLE tLe iyie nO le RN ee ee a emai R. D. No. 1, Louisville, Ohio 
DF OWHKES Rin cgee. Se ee ewe ie Se Td i 66 S. River St., Thompsonville, Conn. 
AVE ERO SOM CAE LORS heat SPIN SE EOE a re er nd ag Monch uaa’, 68 Glezen St., Worcester, Mass. 
NUIT Dean A Sur ek Uae ce tes, eee Peete Bee RE Ny ee oF yal _R. R. No. 2, Muskegon, Mich. 
Ue Me ULL S Pe ie aR et et te Be ee See ae Route 1, Box 105, Bogalusa, La. 
A TAS SSCL TER Nelle ne, ed na a ne 2923 Glenway Ave., Cincinnati, Ohio 
WOUND ataie my avis MCHC i ho ret cc ches. cs Axe eucccHetk, so ctucattihe 3709 Logan Ave., Ft. Wayne, Ind. 
eRe Sree and ayer 21 Ree Oe ee ae ee 140 Ford St., Monongah, W. Va. 
AME LDS A Se SOUR RRS Ir e-em r  e 208 Brigham Rd., Dunkirk, N. Y. 
ICIS PCC ARM ae Reese de FREES ce Sk oe Ns, acts Ml Lu... Hagle, Neb. 
Naple, Dominic L.................. okt Re IC a RO Ce eR ERS 1214 Belmont Ave., “Youngstown, Ohio 
SETS Eee ow Vs ie ee TAR RM Wee ol eR eR Te .... Lankin, N. Dakota 
INGOSe ATS TIBE bbe: eee te oe eos dds: RR ee atk, | Re ee ee Route 1, Huron, Ohio 
LT TE EPS a Se Cs nn ee “iit Howard St., Hibbing, Minn. 
RMR AUC OREERANTN Ue ERR lt ch tec hoes eons ahve imeesectedes Clarksville, Texas 
BES ESL ee SS a ....... Seranton, Iowa 
LSS OR OP) gt Ee ee i ci ie ee Preteens 1710 East Ivy ‘Ave., St. Paul, Minn. 
CeCe lt ELare Va) ae OR. eo ce et el a ele Hartford City, Ind. 
BSE OO OES LEN SEE a RR eg eet CS Se OO EEE A Unity, Wis. 


Ondo, Steve A. oe eee hor 421 7th St., Fairport Harbor, O. 
Papaik, John... bdnemlbarie Okie State Game Warden, Hibbing, Minn. "Ae 
Paquet, Norman W. ee 292 River Rd., Lincoln, R. 1. 
Paquette, Norman R. a Pea te eee sleet aba eae ace ke Riverside, R. 1. 
Parry, Thomas L. ; Route 1, Franklin, Ohio 
Peterson, John = ie 1347 W. Grace St., Chicago, IL. 
Person, Kenneth O. becca OFTEN en ; esareeeee. 007—55th St, Oakland, Calif. 
Peterson, Floyd H.... sells. ievNiviae spekedotetassionduesadbnsainatevaonihieahdialccRUGOG Ag Aenean Rainy wr. re 
Peterson, Leonard R. = ig! A 2215 Hammond Ave., Superior, Wis. 
Pettibon, Paul Franklin a _— eaildtondscvadenel 329 North 8th St., McAllen, Texas 
Petty, Donald L. Se eer sland AN ..... Hot Springs, S. Dak. 
Pfeiffer, William H. Pe oe 336 Whittier Pl, Indianapolis, Ind. 
Paved 0 Gale Cu odie tinned wegen : 118 D. Huff Ave., San Antonio, Texas 
Culekbe, Rawle Wes, 1800 ste as: Gcen Mig anes cogueie eet he Route 1, Warren Ohio 
Raetz, Arthur E......... CAF CS nics oroeusn cased. achundal ceed oe St., Lead, S. Dak. 
Ramp, William J. LaLipeay hg et ce ea RL ae ee | eS 2254 W. 9th St., Marion, Ind. 
Rawrid, Wea Werte crate niamcnmors tied ites: ‘decane 12613 Woodland Ave., Cleveland, Ohio 
Parana Vad be Wa cousin csseiciscecaisy gaasapapsedvdithebento panels teshewvssceginen ani cabeasivdstaietoin ee ae Mikado, "Mich. 
Rtenaidl: Dowel ics ain ce eel healers 208 Merritt Ave., Syracuse, N, XY: 
Reilly, Jeunes Buck hc. Jogi ee eta deanseed _200 Prospect St., Leavenworth, Kan. 
Relike; Jobat ich iin 5 odoe dae en tens besos 201 South 6th St., Terre Haute, Ind. 
Rhoden; Robert Chisiscacdtiintas oases ncaa ...1301 Laurel St., Palatka, Fla. 
Ricketts. C°Mi.. cic SE ee aor ee ree 8 1710 W. 4th St., Marion, Ind. 
Rébb; Forbes (62500... cscamileosdanmen fied 3505 Weir Way, Hollidays Cove, W. Va. 
Roberts, George D.......... Dia eH. ns te ei etak Sich achides ans dtc elongate nee ane Route 3, Clovis, N. M. 
Rebieeta ack Coss iit anictencticecenaitnoa inet dediebntraciten suena Jolley, Iowa 
Beenbocete, When ela: Wea ssn scsaseesisde onsets hecsed Secs ann. hoo wea seativhcdgy ama na aac Oskaloosa, Lowa 
Robertson) John.) Jr lctccv Rees Pesce hat hos ee eee Murray Route, Graham, Texas 
Boobaiel, Verstant sisi, Pec hck Plesdeie bcd acssicahincins ass csavmshiedespes ee a es Bottineau, N. Dak. 
Routlle,’ Roberts ikc.c0. eh is a ca eiisnn occola ees 2 Myrtle Street, Burlington, Vt. : 
Seals Chien bene BU sak Sasso Gi ee cise os thcaisinas onc Seal aaa Route 1, Burlington, Mich. 
Sandrus * Ox Jee ok Cea ee tn Ce 1118—5th St., S.W., Canton, Ohio 
Scawnbin.-Jatnes tA oa. eer cr As on Sue ee eee ane 5520 Wells St., St. Louis, Mo. 
Schadihex.<Bag ene Wi. iio ser theia esdrivraginienncc dense pee 411—65th St., Houston, Texas p 
Se bari | bens Pharaoh Re eaen oh otek cscs casks Sey eee teats Me a ee St. James, Minn. 
Sehnoebelens Urban ioscan ok echoviieed oot Set eee, 1306 N. Parkside Ave., Chicago, Tl. 
Schreiner) Nerhart .Je6 se dh acs ee 384 Winslow Ave., St. Paul, Minn. 
ee OL oy a ee Pe Se oe ee a Oe 1220—13th St., Bedford, Ind. 
Rages Cerne I GGE 3.3.5 oat tle aaa dignee 1096 Eastmoreland Ave., Memphis, Tenn. 
SIND E 9 Be et nh DS a cx ees iveadleenine, Aieceviong ciaceaedett EES reaps We ea Scherville, Indiana 
Shenird, Raymsond Lisi setse J ks ined dio ante eo eee Eee West Groton, Mass. 
Socemveababceter, (EDWG sw Seis seek iavad se stgv te eee han oeraderaan torical teins OMA atechele Raeeae Cosby, Missouri 
Shctemnsiter, KReersmnet a We. ie lipo ccs eies oss navsvucs out apenas Rees ao ee once ts, Laie Elm Creek, Neb. 
Sledrirser 2 Halbert Bick hid eevee cocker iss hence cede ee pea dev ihn de NC cual Ne Nc 
Shak War hatT  Baeis, Met Seeisictve denens caidas oven 310 N. Delewar St., Indianapolis, Ind. 
STeahein, Fartavetti P04... Avs aati nheaehl tn ivcsiseaiiacreg eae 1945 S. Kedzie Ave., Chicago, Tl. 
Gusfthy <A loriyit 1 eee ee eee rectaeen pee 20 Courtland St., Lowell, Mass. 
Smith, Walks: Fy poSi ocak eke Bhi tei vndpte cic c\osvniveg op ons as otasiceds to pse pons Teeaeee ee aan Te Pee ae Ce 
San ittle.”» Ferran es. iis aseas a gst iadlas tvs des ose asa le uses Gide clon yo cov auy ks shits ie sa eee 
LUE Ms ee eee) a a wee Ao SS Marissa, Tl. 
comma ln, V coeren torn: Tho cec cs ches ca cds ccd corbin Voarsosanseat celle acne ahero sae Leadwood, Ohio 
Dapioke ima We mites We sai oe oases wines essa dee a 3072 Mayfield Rd., Cleveland Hts., O. 
Stadler, Sioa Tag ttl. ging Boch: dao wea pincenoeecione deena 723-14-65, F 2/e, Inactive, 8-8-42 
Stafford: Dosmald’ Wy, 32.66 piserudedicu ss sod caievesnannmnctone 1002 N. LaSalle St., Indianapolis, Ind. 
Marieke; Dowial dk ..:5..sic. csctckss Gaslnsessevestacorvategs vane eee ae Swanville, Minn. 
Steaeves;+Elarvey, Git Sic. is eis ash hee: rua eee Aroostook Ave., Magic City, Maine 
Stember; lesen 16.1105; Gncid deta hoe ieee oun 526 Indiana Ave., Hammond, Ind. 
Stewarts Leonard : Cui) otete Mae alice odie i eee eee Fitchburg, Ky. 
Stickney 5 Lis Fei wedi atl avdiee tosses seen ia cia eel) aoe 140 N. Union St., Aurora, Tl. 
Seppe, ADR sas Abeh isd awase aoe sidad eee _21 N. Cicero Ave., Chicago, Il. 
Setraneas Weep PRE Ml AIRC occa ects soc ache cea sends wie td eas ee 1108 Quinn St., Moberly, Missouri 
Spat ~ Rene: Fete... sags Sate ere tdecaceomia citnchctesee aes 1004 Vienna Ave., Niles, Ohio 
a: Oh Abe he aN ake. EA, MeN EM RS PR Ae 2105 W. 21st St., Topeka, Kansas 
Sulsbach +R ohott! Wiis. ato ete Apnea it eee ee 1706 Rebecca, Sioux City, Iowa 
Surdwaki, Bi Siscpe eh aereee ee hog A ae sie ee 41 Chandler St., Lawrence, Mass. 
Seektel, SOM Me aicieieienssoussstg A bein: iat hatoadbicat athe 110 Myrtle Ave., Fitchburg, Mass. 
Deep Oe a Nae OES Yoo caisss Binvostiae eo Shea abn ssns oo okaeeeaal ese 242 Colorado Ave., Detroit, Mich. 
Thomas, Harry Carl ......... ny ee ane EdD tee Danville, Ky. 
Thomnpeeh, Bab eiah Aso oisicisinkedetna nel nndsmannineke een 109 N. Rusk Ave., Viroqua, Wis. 
“Testa le @ a Bet A a. ccttsiicapsevndooce sega nec anomie edd aan 13 Capron St. W., Warwick, R. T. 


Tull, Clifford L.. ore Se A ee pee ae re 804 S. Chestnut, McPherson, Kan. 


Vaudreuil, eas hee ee ebay ae Gee" Kenwood Ave., Worcester, Mass. 
Von Wald, UCR een Ree Soon Pag nee a an Pen Tuusgae LOA WTOE St., Lead, S. Dakota 
Wade, DATOS tee RROD SRE RN i in etd 5253 Ann St., Hammond, Ind. 
Wakeford, John Dudley Sp Sh a ey eae PR oe ge ees re ofs,./. 6158 36, St. 3/e 
Wall, eee eS Eo carta 10225 aay Ave., Kalamazoo, Mich. 
De HL PORN Us ESE Enter rtrd cn (cy neta fost Ne an cresuare orreaen noes wathinsetionat 90 South 2nd’ Sta Camden, Ohio 
Walsh, OE Uk EP 25g A Di aut sau eee hater dda’ tests chna dint cai oe 811 Elgin St., Jackson, Mich. 
Sa ER ela Sinema snes cab eA BSS AAA Pnchas as sack efinn Ip censor 3 aa Suny pha nats Wa lworth, Wis. 
Whitman, Lb ES iy Ul SERS pee ee bE a IRL Re Oe 3912 Grace St., East Chicago, Ind. 
PP RO go 8 ih, RES ae Der yt ae ee ene ee 861 Nagold St., Grand Rapids, Mich. 
INE RRRRSRNE SD, | BRS tees oaks cite nce av rh eon usarabisis nas enetenednde ats 629 E. Grant St., Appleton, Wis. 
Wilamoski, PUM C MUEONNR HE Wee coos x Sr wlvcas od cafas dates cca Was sth cbvicinde ..625 Madison Ave., Kewanee, III. 
aR RR MR OR PO OL S90 xr sky Vir Ba xg Mian nd ie RNR Pra shai N aataftbo dh agin abe Faye 
AORN MIE PR UNN 00 oN epee, aon stabs andhs coups cgcptntva cs -auveevans SeanedD 610 W. 6th St.. Hattiesburg, Miss. 
NE EMR RF Sc hd Ic ee op dense cnvncp ands Aas ons nha on dep 969 Davis, Akron, Ohio 
UR MRR ED ete ee a B52. Aa Vate bangers x04 she sched gn ens enn va ek anv cs bata OER Pla erueg erent s) Mayfield, Ky. 
I RM Fh Lk isn vs vv naan coun kasueRBinca ai Wake ravens <a eres 1436 S. 10th St., St. Louis, Mo. 
Zimmermann, George E.................... Ao) Seber Ae ay ee oS 3130 So. 57th St., Milwaukee, Wis. 
PATE DREN ALD: Osc este cshes wey toe ea vo dacs task ances osaninnas wee snacorest 14138 Thames Ave., Cleveland, Ohio 
COMPANY C 
FMV OPS ted FA OT ol gl kao So RR ety Ta a a ds a lee 3272 W. Euclid Ave., Detroit, Mich. 
STOTT gs BT eh el aekey Nee Se dc an ee oe Oe 814 W. Randolph, Enid, Okla. 
PUMETR ER UUELS Petree Pail EER oo teecorasrisniieisikeadaues icky sen 2 at eo ae Box 12, Slidell, La. 
jaye ache ASAE DL ae ieee Ria eee eRe Lee, ee 1309 High St., Ft. Wayne, Ind. 
(by lalqeonl Gl babes AD ek sk ep a Eee a eee oe 1015 Gordon St., New Orleans, La. 
PERSO ATE RR RT ER eo bc irda Les daa nq navn covapeseweshseieh 1028 Rector Ave., Hot Springs, Ark. 
Pf ld op VE GTETL GIGS on cele eden A Ole ee em 1146 N. 33rd St., Milwaukee, Wis. 
UNEP EM TEN IE REL A ere is fas cart eo hood carcass reactaghQudadbeezed 11917 Harvavrd Ave., Cleveland, Ohio 
TMNT ONUE Chl Bee tN cate 6 fs iA PLAS. daut Heese porensucyncrse Nan treoynbe aay ¥avesbubeioenleedade Box 156-A, Cary, Til. 
RUM MU NUPMR ENTE AUTO OES a eee Pe goles cess iv beccis sg sev A aves i oleteh i gsieay bi tatrnes fs tad 216 Arch St., Verona, Pa. 
NO On STS Bye Stack NSE, es a a en 1622 Walnut St., Toledo, Ohio 
am ANR CE ANA ETIET ED rh he os MOONS ferro. RN piaeicn cents eBRUaN vis vende dco cactnaete cat Ainsworth, Iowa 
PSR ERNE GM eae ao con has SAR AR RS acd cota ciesacesetaug no 304 S. 15th St., Murphysboro, Il. 
BOT EAGTIE PR oa eo a no Sad Ben ss kay cette dawn ees 1920 Williams Rd., Columbus, Ohio 
USMC TV al 8 Bite SE 0 1 a ee 417 So. Future St., Marion, III. 
OOP URERE ete MIN Bee, AP ea ola Sas des ven egd sapien quenetsdravtvia cx sel terest sais savesess Route 1, Boonville, Ind. 
FECES ECS TICRS Ae eee eS eA vcs Sen tefeanevesivanersassovbvaeeteareiiews 423 E. 3rd St., Mishawaka, Ind. 
FE ERECUTUNCMNY ALL CG Mier aoe eho esis scot iti a oivcdestsin ag ae eee Cross Mills, Charlestown, R. I. 
COPIA. UB YDS TT YTB Re Fae bs i  apie  DRO Pleasant St., Concord, N. H. 
Ns le Le Pc I ES ORR BES ae Ae Re oe Box 334, Main P. O., Dearborn, Mich. 
SEMEN SE ETE OR EIN rcp eee scat Scans ches én cv oihScds anav icy cies boreunc ce evden Route 2, Lake Villa, Tl. 
oe ED NN La ERS ae Se ie eer ats Ne ee Re Tet neet aPC A R.F.D. No. 1, Springfield, Tl. 
OT METAS ERE ee ote aR Pere dee tacndchvhus vost aad ie Vede dost inars wth tancont dike Box 91, Clinton, Iowa 
MBAR D EMCEE GHMOLO sD ser cores ental dks eoscdeieoed. 3239 Washington Ave. N., Minneapolis, Minn. 
ELST RCT AYA PES Til Gs ES ee ee eee eee eer ee eee R. D. No. 5, Box 113, Marietta, Ga. 
pO BR Cag 2 Btn eee ee SE ree ee re 2334 Milwaukee Ave., Chicago, Il. 
em Ran Wy TRUSAYI Se ores hs ae eee ova ES 812 N. 18th St., St. Louis, Mo. 
SS SONS ah OMS, SRA an te a apn ae a 806 Park Ave., Wilmette, Ill. 
co SLO a CENT Oo aoa ener nN ne ee ey Route 1, LaSalle. Til. 
CSCS TM OS Sy SES Cia 704 Central Ave., Zeeland, Mich. 
CN UES ESOL SBS iy Sco) 6 1 AR tae Tie 418 W. 3rd St., Lebanon, Mo. 
SPAETIGAUE AE OSE TVILOIN 28, ee eee ek en Fee sshshatud dais uri oR ats 5 Benjamin St., Haverhill, Mass. 
{Saetspece, Lin yea 14D ee eee neeeeecc irene aie: anes Ne en i ee ne er 74 Moore St., North Agawam, Mass. 
RepRUR MRSE EM RR ah 8S nba SA och sel Ss Pas Sas tah aoc adage ops neevstesnestos ot te glenn mena es Stanley, Ky. 
LWT, LG] AGT Ba Se SS A i ee 816 MeMillian Ave., Birmingham, Ala. 
CEOURCEMEC GD OLIV s 2) etn te Feet, SP saved toce ant 2608 Gratiot Ave., Port Huron, Mich. 
SE ORELE CS RIND CLEL ELS ema etal ee ere ee es as oe gE 2648 E. 89th St., Cleveland, Ohio 
SE EEE Fh aa Sa no ce Ae ee 9024 University Ave., Chicago, Il. 
CED TRS A ES Oe BS ARs eae Cerna ner, Cn eee! Albion, Neb. 
SNOT MATL RUM A EME eR ORD BAN 2h clasps tse cha csv as sos acd sbsoatéan cael Mapcha hdc ics okekeOmdaa Northport, Ala. 
AT Eg es 8 Ora a ee eee Pr er ne ee ee ee Clearwater, Neb. 
Pa RipRN PM TUINOREE: COE meee os od cd svshtcenec Suslcth/exntn’babtecn cones: R.D. No. 2, Massillon, Ohio 
RMN eR PR ROIS ORMEY ci CN AUS oe So ea ines dice cadt, 5118 S. Wood St., Chicago, Til. 
JU EEE ToL SR es eh ae rc ae 602 Empire Ave., Benton Harbor, Mich. 
Di Frangia, NE a Oe! Cae nee Seems 440 Delmar Ave., Akron, Ohio 
TR SRMR MIME RE GO Sse rat PM coos, he eed acts sah vianechorearescas, 2703 Ayers St., Corpus Christi, Tex. 
Pe og fg a) en in oe’ a a a aes 864 S. St. Andrews PL, Los Angeles, Calif. 
RAs LIME GETS ee yh nt em 133 W. Allegan St., Otsego, Mich. 
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Duncan, John S. 
Duplechan, Napoleon 
Ellis, Harold J. 
Erisman, Harry M. 
Etter, Carl R. 
Feldpausch, Lester 
Fjelde, Joseph E. 

Flach, William Erwin 
Flegal, Lester A. 
Fletcher, William W. 
Foley, Edward J. 
Fowler, Charles B. 
Galinete, Peter D. 
Gentry, Cleo H..... 
Givenrod, Clifford E. 
Hien Joseph J. 

Gray, Ross O....... 
Greentree, Herbert 
Groschen, Charles M. 
Group, Kenneth 

Haas, Bernard C. 

Hall, Delmar D. 

Hall, Walter C. 

Hall, William E. 
Halverson, Clarence M. 
Hammerberg, Edw. H. 
Hanneman, Herman J.. 
Hansen, Neils K. 
Hansen, Otto C... 
Hargrove, Austin P. 
Harris, William J. 
Haskell, Joe E............. 
Hauber, Charles G. 
Haverly, Lehr C. 

Hayes, Thomas... : 
Hegeman, Joseph O.. 
Herring, Philip C. 
Hines, Chilton E....... 
Hoinacke, Cassimer 
Honick, John A. 
Holcomb, Earl V. 
Howard, Ira C. 

Huff, Lloyd M. Sed FE ee 
Hutchings, Wowird Homa 
James, Alan C... 
Jean, Herbert CBee 
Jewett, Everett T. 
Jutzi, Clarence L.. 
Keegan, Thomas L 
Kilbride, Edward R.. 
Kimbrough, John B. 
Kimery, Victor V. 
Kinney, Son (ee 
Kinzly, Charles F... 
Kirk, Alton J. 

Kirk, Willard 
BRonrad,. emg, Bt isco sccse ciate: Be inert cae 
Koppelo, Walter R.. 
Kormann, Eugene F. 
Korstad, Carl O. 
Koschak, John V. 
Lagasse. Geo. R. 
Lamb, John C. 
Ledoux, Harry C. 
Longton, Marvin E. 
Lundby. Christian H.... 
Lynch, Thomas L. 
Lysne, V. A. ore 
Mahler, Gus Joe ......... 
Mallo, Arthur F. 


Ent ey ee ee 4934 Harrison St., 


6638 S. Sangamon St., Chicago, IL 
Sulphur, La. 
827 N. Broadway, Green Bay, Wis. 

569 Coplin, Detroit, Michigan 

Box 2495, Williamson, W. Va. 

Fowler, Mich. 

820 “E” St. N.E., Brainerd, Minn. 

415 So. Church St., Belleville, Til. 

Route 1, Edon, Ohio 

1737 N. 13th St.. Paducah, Ky. 

1137 Conty St., Fall River, Mass. 

507 First St., Shelby, Mich. 

6384 Oldham, Dearborn, Mich. 

838 College Ave., Indianapolis, Ind. 
2747 Washington Ave., Granite City, Tl. 


3201 Library Ave., Cleveland, (9), Ohio 
R.F.D. No. 2, Box 220, Waco, Texas 
Ashtabula, Ohio 

.. Mound, Minn. 


Rural Route 1, Springfield, Ohio 
Beaver Dam, Wis. 

1524 Jordan St., Shreveport, La. 
Republic, Ohio 
Nashville, Tenn. 
... Cook, Minn. 
: .... Bark River, Mich. 
eo Che English St., Racine, Wis. 
12048 Cloverlawn, Detroit, Mich. 
8258 Ridgeland Ave., Chicago, Il. 
eth ee 109—37th Ave., Nashville, Tenn. 
1999 Nokmis Ave., St. Paul, Minn. 
Route 1, Gracemont, Okla. 
2623 N. Nordica Ave., Chicago, Tl. 
3210 W. Calhoun Blvd., Minne: apolis, Minn. 


i. 3807 Central Ave., 


Fre oii: ae 402 Hutchinson St., Houston, Texas 


1505 Quincy Ave., Racine, Wis. 
Route 1, Montpelier, Vt. 
sis Se ee 523 Southwest Ave., Sioux Falls, S. D. 
2450 N. Hamlin Ave., Chicago, IIL. 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 
136 Scioto Ave., Chillicothe, Ohio 
198 Lincoln Ave., Marion, Ohio 
925 Laurel, Des Moines, Iowa 
Se raat Oe Rapa ae att eee Galena, Kansas 
19415 Nyack Ct., Cleveland, Ohio 
aa 11626 Woodward 2, Detroit, Michigan 
......1077 Rex Ave., Flint, Mich. 
od eae 5317 So. Maplewood Ave., Chicago, Tl. 
7557 Union Ave., Chicago, II. 
1403 S. 2nd St., Springfield, TIL. 


a eee ae PNT Ocoee, Tenn. 


117 S. 7th St., Vandolia, TI. 
4219 Elmer Ave., Minneapolis, Minn. 
192 Elmwood Ave., Lockport, N. Y. 
1614 Edmund St, St. Paul, Minn. 
Beecher City, Tl. 
2578 Fenkell, Detroit, Mich. 
-10023 Holmur Ave., Detroit, Mich. 
.. Island Park, Minn. 

Wells, Minn. 
Chisholm, Minn. 
Saylesville, R. I. 
ee CA Sk ee. Little Rock, Ark. 
PM ee ET 117 So. Saleedo St., New Orleans, La. 
Eee ates 1047 N. Lombard St., Oak Park, Tl. 

909 W. 6th Ave., Williston, N. D. 
7924 So. Ashland Ave., Chicago, Tl. 
845 15th St. S.E., Mason City, Iowa 
a hee ues ae 601 So. Jackson, San Angelo, Texas 
ee 1442 Fernwood Ave., Toledo, Ohio 


1212 6th St., 
76 Tucker St., 
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McConkey, John R................ eae Dn ts ete dunno. Sb, Lith St.. Des, Moines, Jowsa 
ee ROS WTTHIG ED: BRI c.yiesjrp cli hei grirSnptenteacaiss., 210 S. Baker St., Mt. Vernon, Wash. 


MUO FATES MOLLE AR ork ee ts incon seas soares canna aipedrendeces ...239 Highland Ave., Fitchburg, Mass. 
McKee, Charles L...................... sestevessestieressessastsersessesseet 415 W. Chalemer Ave., Youngstown, Ohio 
PRM ree Er rT Oe Fo RL oo op hers sss adeunsdo tx sseurcsesiserienren d IGRe AVE, Pawtucket, Hy, t. 
McSwiggan, Daniel J............... Ree Ass daics bisa se daeec wadich<adiecacs LLG: Wa SOneRKON, St. Louisville, By. 
Delete edu RMe Vy TE LER UTD  a eS esas ic cov eg esspgnecbbertecdertecannaas 355 Yacht Club Dr., Rocky River, Ohio 
ee ae, Ce Ce a EAPC | SoRITe ae Rene IE ee vee 201 Main St., Oxford, Ala. 
Miller, RTE WIPE Pie ce Sh ictecxaSiswanesvesicnsaer, sre Peas ae - Route 2, Hermann. Mo. 
ERR A JANI OB se spiced ies hci sesteinnlis Fo RT ae ARE ET ES 3251 Washington Blvd., Chicago, Ill. 
Miller, Stanley Wr ..ccetitee een Nee tote El weal REED a) eee a 311—8th St. N.E., Little Falls, Minn. 
RAPT Ne savin sai covtettis aco anrcnuguadurn FO JORTS Manville, New Orleans, La. 
Pe SG v9 ep talhl  Je AoE 2 Sige a ae eee ee a 1132 Grof St., Indianapolis, Ind. 
Wier itr A I OB elase scr ch oti rGias sieetiesea des De eee a eA LOLOV LILOCDZAVE.worwood,.Ohio 
ETON REE MA PG Se ay 5255 045) <becsvvasvibnnns  caskonddeyin 4110 Woodleigh, Houston, Texas 
MERRION Fh. seks iets BAS Reeder insions SIE ME oe ee Ry ee en En ee Adrian, Minn. 
SMA NMIER MERE TA WY sees fil cin fa ona cs 0a ecxpsss Macfie Cove oaescans rin cranrsyaannescg 94 Chitteden Ave., ¢ olumbus, Ohio 
Myers, Everett C............. eet een ee AS ee eee Webster City, Iowa 
PRUE PEMIIE (D005). dees ds cscaee ik FE ee ee ee eee 3043 So. Kostner, Chicago, IL. 
ET 8 i ete RES a 2 ee Be 0 ee vesutsevssevessvsecevseee--L039 Field Ave., Hammond, Ind. 
BNrtebic baa RC UISBO LM chs seteeeete ks cers Othe ris <konca sedi -as cane sivnnts pncederady Saaedenees 777 Seymour Ave., Columbus, Ohio 
PN Ve ad VE i Detention ky nts den sn dase cose scesb anda omy tv baydans svnseopeatseeenveras 34573 Maimai St., St. Louis, Mo. 
COMB rrcvPall Pog Ne ete }gUG Whe aks,” Sen UR amare er Pere on eee er 1438 Fairview Ave., Rockford, Il. 
eB Sete gate EN AS Me access ki ed atin cane vd iviahs tet (ervGitacastiproaah ceed Route 1, Lyons, Kansas 
CMD aye oy Eee eae eh A rs 321 Earl St., Eau Claire, Wis. 
Ortloff, as BRAD TER ESS OS Se a i ee Rene Seen CNL. ae Pa Te Mayer, Minn. 
CO rT sree le. WIE ho Ra is a ne Pi irc BR oe 500 S. Plane St., Burlington, Iowa 
Ro Nl Oe AO Oa re 2a5 Feces secleciyenciS baa tedsisendennsteai 81 W. California Ave., Columbus, Ohio : 
(Ri Riyycriiint GY anil Eee! on AM A 452 Maple St. $., Holyoke, Mass. 
J oavalie. licen dC xu a OER es Re Sane ere en Fre een sare amr © ede, earn aoe Box 8, Georgetown, Ind. 
Papentus, BRRTAURAI eter te es ctor hcescssetns c/o Mrs. Williams, 6005 Hough St., Cleveland, Ohio 
TAPS TIMELY ATT LA hae tee eects oe set ces tee esccnnicree odes aes caatcuatas 1274 Grant St., Lincoln Park, Mich. 
ete Rs a Reh oe i - io iihndadcacte nemuncieasinragy, Box 214-B, Route 9, Springfield, Mo. 
UO RCUE ME LiCURRRIAE SMR 20 GUE < Seckerie Pode 2c 28, 2 ca tas ons cdc kaso peh cad eS eata Near ees eons Hopkin, Minn. 
jaa TER LRT EOC IN ee eo ey Re 118 Boutwell St., Pawtucket, Rit, 
NAS Ee 8 a ee. ee aya pee eee 3121 Euclid Hts., Euclid Heights, O. 
PUL RV RLS EES Ge see ee crag er vom. Caso es aca fede crvaninnnnsscoses 705 Morrell St., Goose Creek, Texas 
LEAN LOC RE AD ya cle Parra Per ie eae RR lee Wilson’s Mill Rd., South Euclid, Ohio 
jSticrirre UN gil Ss glk Le ON ean enn ee ne eR RE SRE e 3928 N. 20th St., Milwaukee, Wis. 
SSUES EO 2 ALE ae" 2 en ae at Butler and Charlton St., St. Paul, Minn. 
Quinn, Charles R......... Fi ech ec ae Ree ee 2609 Third Ave. S., Minneapolis, Minn. 
HE MLE S08 Dn 2 ae oe ee a 5330 Blackstone Ave., Chicago, Ill. 
RI eR Uhm T ND Ne et fc hag yg te cad cak Sess vas en Soca H Mapa Preto teBg ewan stte a oid nog igo Ford City, Mo. 
SAN ORNS ee RD a aC ee Box 58, Route 2, Irving, Texas 
aA RES ee ec eg Me ncn! adders sorcnn Sn es soess 14S voedsSveadatien ged 2134 N. Bissell St., Chicago, Ill. 
PURSE EIB AN CLG rec ka es cova craavctccsbarersscpagracdieaivrerreaaielve 639 Woodville St., Toledo, Ohio 
UR AC BF a cos spas amt esanis thea afiemnznendifia’s 64 Chestnut St., Branford, Conn. 
ap ncie LR | We 2S ES oR RO ee aie oe ee 211 Lyon Blvd., Youngstown, Ohio 
Ea byeke” LORS cy aera ee le © Oe im eee Pe i ee, Lei 305 S. Plum St., Zionsville, Ind. 
PEARL OTE GOOLE CRI ceteris ne ee ont eee te ee Rte Box 128, Trinway, Ohio 
PePEGS LEME e bae, fd eo eee ee Re et Me eo ch esac sepa Aes 2702 S. Cuyler Ave., Berwyn, III. 
PEGs es hATTAS OTT Mc BG ahcterreg seo se sdencevs hecetecs sxkeviarcckoceane eee. 1004 W. Market St., Warren, Ohio 
RPE ECO TE EL ADES SO este eee ie evi ects ae see = cove tanath demi ytiwtees 8852 Salurn St., Los Angeles, Cal. 
Sverre Fed WG LLG eRe AA ee be ee ce es 2612 Portland Ave., Minneapolis, Minn. 
Schlabaugh, Earl L........ Pee eS ec: and Sanayrinatcataninee nee. 121 Manchester, Youngstown, Ohio 
Sate ERAS EEE EMD COLLTE AEA ee oceans ae fa eater ace Ee oe ay ches nadarruasemnaoames . 300544 May St., Ft. Worth, Texas 
syclersnecricd (Vay WICC ES Ce OO Ope eae oie ens i one See an oe ee 129 N. Washington Sia Carpentersville, Il. 
Seever, Raymond |e Oe AS oP, ey ee ee Se ereiyes 1213 S. Ash, McPherson, Kansas 
UCTS OOLO Creer in. ccs.ceh cas heconi cctessuntesets PER ee NN, ee, 4433 S. Kedvale Ave., Chicago, IIL 
SLE Te. VE UIVRET UTES S Sas oe eae er a se Oe a OY Oe ee Warba, Minn. 
MATAR APATSOWCOULE LU pie ete tere a, peti. ee we pete ete te Me easy Martinsville, MZ 
Sharp, Donald R...... ~~ ee I Ee ee ee Dn ee PR cs a R.F.D. 4, Morris, II. 
Bay; Howard Noes c EE A SINGS MO Pane Gh Re cial Le LR Oe I ee Box 270, Mantua, Ohio 
SEALE CELACE Valve eee Ene PE bide Beals Novnss cn cepteviecte bn eM 38 Willard Ave., Bradford, Pa. 
SECA rN OPE at eI 2 Re 9 le ke SER ee ae re te Wolf, Wyoming 
SSRLEER DLR TEE EL TRUELY, Sec serrate eke La cots acs eens ve peace Sohal Arts «devant, Owensboro, Ky. 
ROR EWG AE ETICE B4..0b NAO irc sg rae Rbeslostasevsecees YS Se cy 72 Eunice Ave., Worcester, Mass. 
ALSO TP UN Pt ae (ea, Site ee pe ie i mS 378 Central Park West, New York, N. Y. 
Sp oA, SRN AREA Saas nia I age SE Sa 2962 McPherson, Detroit, Mich. 
DOTELICLE PEATE OER a Vd ite ee ra eR Ne he lew teas ve 827 S. Laclede St., Indianapolis, Ind. 
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Smith, Donald D. oot ene ae ; Pebaude een 3221 Iroquois Ave., Flint, Mich. 
Smith, George W. ape See TPA rate 606 Innes St. N.E., Grand Rapids, Mich. 
Smith, Henry C. ra ; aun vce 4419 N. Drake Ave., Chicago, Il. 
Somers, Judson D. Paka cccsstevestttssvsseeeeee 2813 Harrison Rd., Rochester, Mich. 
Spates, John J. | sides panspidn idlleistic abo iatiaeeeamaaae 5625 42nd, S.W., Seattle, Washington 
Speight, Harvey See Et Be ee 4338 Drexel Blvd., Chicago, Il. 
Springer, Robert C. seni tnecessitsstidnsunsddekunntavactdedoostoaivialinesamecpulastee es: MOOR wakes anna nGnn 
Sproles, John E. See ky, coakibecne suede ot ie Mube rab tet ae .........Box 342, Magnolia, Miss, 
Sprunk, Richard C. acm oo aes i bee na eesti Sieh cee . 3675 Oakman Blvd., Detroit, Mich. 
Stahl, Albert L. ey Roms sae Ren oe ret eR re ee a . 646—25th St., Des Moines, Iowa 
Steadman, BreReekele Ait Stk a2 ia ase ae Route 2, Webberville, Mich, 
Stephenson, Lloyd W.... ak oO ok aie k ie meee eee fe, ea hah 1928 16th St., Racine, Wis. 
Raren Jasna Doo ek etd anna ees ee ae 27 Sherman PIl., Morristown, N. J. 
Stewart, William A re OER, 506 Bellafontaine, Kansas City, Mo. 
Reckuian. Pragk Ty ool 3s cancion ainudine a kyananecs 6915 Bell Gardens Ave., Bell, Calif. 
Strader, Maddie Artweeds. 2 iscsi nav ateee ta teae 2345 MecCrosky Ave., Knoxville, Tenn. 
Serandaki: Raw. F..003.5055.3 ited cis caste teeter ae 636 York Ave., Avoca, Pa. 
Divas da Fs iis he Macnee tives eee eae pease 4923 McBride Ave., Cleveland, Ohio 
Stiive, Martin Anh nctient ye centas haem oceania eae 1208-A Ohio St., Walkerton, Ind. 
Seti gale WE abies Me ois bo vicinseesernett oan tgs nag pkrenie 1018 High St., Fall River, Mass. 
vege Oe «ld PRR Re RY Rs ie oN One Bete Maer mee Meer er ree ee 1457 Avondale Ave., Toledo, Ohio 
Desmirer tte, Wii hiawan ior: silcccves: -oceits ptedeltihgatceipo nine reek tapas camsibreameccaee 14882 Tracey Ave., Detroit, Mich. 
Swan, Donald R............. SR Se tt RN St eae, RR Lge nn Oey A Re! Py, 530 W. 43rd St., Chicago, Ill. 
Seascowaki, ELMS J icot a soenrscnre eat. ee itr, oe 4414 Wabash Ave., Hammond, Ind. 
Tanner, William j ER ere ne ee ee eu 146 Doyle Ave., Providence, RL 
Taylor, Richard Couio...c.scnssesccscssessceconsniennessstenssnneansssniencassinatsemncssitrbansabe General Delivery, Idabel, Okla. 
Tete, Decorum Wo 2s nsec scar sapepidrecn vee ales ohn Moa hc tga ga NR ge sk New Madrid, Mo. 
Tella, Valout tite 8 Seek ta ae a eer ee 249 Pratt St., Meriden, Conn. 
Tendpir, Donald! Cix...dciccsck ots le etd Ainge désstestahari enna ampere on Sten ont ae Western, Neb. 
Tioarie, Richard (Ag 5.25 concen ecco sedsesye inary hocreebato erenrae Route 2, Box 365, Kankakee, Ill. 
Tomale, Frank G22 cence ean eae Sta. HR 5, "Box 156, Louisville, Ky. 
Torhik, Joseph .55 eked ee soeie piensa ocean Le 2941 So. Loomis St., Chicago, Il. 
Travedty Artlvnr! ies cles ctteaecrne hss ndestrhy og bon apheincnaess 50180 Ecorse Rd., Belleville, Mich. 
Tremper, Jol Tiwi gicicie aber tino din one ae Front St., New Richmond, Ohio 
T ruisdlelh, Cicat Kec isiccse io cath cee aste stiensvnrendeteget WARD csv ccanenccdes eee 909 Thornton St., Dayton, Ky. 
Volonting, “ho Vs ok eed ee ee ote 2312 Lexington Ave., Springfield, Ohio 
Varwery, WAM arth Foc gegecc cect oi gcse scoped cicneceshecaepn ed ecunsasQeV es Rt te ieee Pampa, Texas 
Woomlle, Frecerbcbe We oxo.nic xs sies cecdeckjehecsseashathnschatne ena 5 nstranseaae nsenn ee aes ee LeMars, lowa 
Woabotrrg: Trermiann 8 oo onsen ang eet cataract 1325 Ferris St., Lawton, Okla. 
Vavles, Hermnrd Pye cscsin hg eon -n aera aol Oe 1836 N. 15th St., Lafayette, Ind. 
W magne, Tiernan orice Senin oes tas vtos no Sis sTge nies nia canes ee ln Elkader, Iowa 
WRIT O Ce EL OT a COs Here Se ce Rohe oh yar hie oe cae ge eet 1401 9th St., Portsmouth, Ohio 
Wale 4a 9.5 oeeancsg Saves ican: inital th then cohodetete ee 1233 7th St., Des Moines, Iowa 
Weakley, Charlie (A227 fio 25 cow iiieri vcs cans te en aa 106 Ford St., Providence, R. 1. 
Wegmans, Fedhw, Theo siciecercckscev ch etste vane cntssnaecee ve dehcs Sheet haan se meee Pocahontas, III. 
Weach; Krederith G..ceic cn ines hass....innd andere ee North Bend, Neb. 
WY elke Ta Phere BoE ik Fa langsiae nd Oa anh cs dodo» sR ee North Bend, Neb. 
Whitaker ary Gh. ek eee x cin nace 4739 Baltimore Ave., Hammond, Ind. 
he ge OO) eee a ae ightaiattks Conse cstnataage accor a ae ag ae Uluah, Ky. 
White Janet AS iiss ingniince BER shrine aa ae ee Thornville, Ohio 
Wei, ileal Te a eet oe eee adele eae. 617 W. 6th St., Waterloo, Iowa 
RE Rh, Sn EEA Ps. OMS A Ree T w pe/s RM ore Sa 2528 Belt Ave., St. Louis, Mo. 
Wiles. Witte: Von iid coo at eae Aric a ee a oe ee 1708 W. 80th St., Chieago, IIL 
Williamnb. MER cotati itive Le 1009 North 2nd St., Nashville, Tenn, 
Williams, Storey D..................... 5 PARR dic eei vic cstuiics peceartaes A eas nae 2336 Lincoln Ave., Chicago, Ill. 
Wine, Sethe PiicccieNesdoreron suse tee eee ipo clas ae ee Derry, N. H. 
Wood, «Mele tmi 2G. ici bie ieee iain as kes ee ae ae ee Marshall, Ind. 
EMERG OE, COREGROEW én ics arden ttine wahelenat cihaek gigeatmeaae team Route 3, Box 564, Toledo, Ohio 
COMPANY D 
Abslsor, ‘Tinnwmstes Wiss. st0g cit oes nces saindvaatisac gunn O00) ade GaP ee 1505 S. Sharp St., Marshall, Mo. 
Avrrt, Jems Sis shes coed ips id Ack da loathe 4 Burdick Ave., Westerly, R. I. 
Astsf ond; .* Merten Wis 0s inns tecev actions peek acctcethae 105 N. Pennsylvania, Lansing, Mich. 
Baker, Valentine Dou.i......0.....0..cccccecececsesesssesesensseessesssesesseeee 2090 N. Colfax Ave., Minneapolis, Minn. 
fT eC ah a ee Ae Ce OT enya. fob ae . Amanda, Ohio 
Ad maGthie TIRP ONG” Ca cashes ccs riednnechidann dn eee 1ved ds hicn eon ae Box 4, Morgan City, La. 
pT ily, ts | Ses oi PEN oc BA c/o Carl ‘Anderson, Mot. Waff, Pa. 
Alderson, € Riv Asked sneiobvesi tise. tie ioe eae he ARLE ILORs, VE Long Beach, Calif. 


OT 8 OE eae ig SE Se ee COCR Oe 805 W. Faultner St., El Dorado, Ark. 
RIE OEE OR Miah ae ae eo eg a1 coy te cscasee Pi ecadelwicauabsonavlk Aeaadante cos Ghun, Minn. 
Te PT Fis Rip eee ay OPC: eS Eee Soke San aR ne ae ee an 1001 Indiana St., Martins Ferry, O. 
PR a Eat la a eB Sa Shhh ce lass sev edna shiv exsyse Poors argon 31 Green St., Fairfield, Ohio 
OO ge OTR Nie SS iS a en See he ERE oe ree eee ..Tahoka, Texas 
A RSD Dieecaie aURS e e: e SRR EOE atae scone iees ene Hey . Sabin Street, Pawtucket, R. I. 
RMI EE SA MMR ENNI TN" a ccs she G aan ashen e cna nse SnanviBep wd iv 802 E. 12th St., Yankton, S. Dak. 
AMR RRM gM le Rial nae canh snes) <gacns rtf ecge crntaoate agate seg eseioh ...416 Jefferson St. Gary, Ind. 
po AEs O00 a RE cs nn Ree |e eo or 3701 W. 115th St., Blue Island, Ill. 
ESOS Se ile Bg RE 2S nea ney NR eee eye eee OAT ee eR 202 Elm St., Biddeford, Maine 
ARRAS Teese, Sixes Fs wthsga te tpeMlao Siw deat 6212 Goodrige Ave., St. Louis Park, Minn. 
CS ELT TOPE 8 ek cat ed Re le ET ea eee 78144 Main St., Danielson, Conn. 
PRT eNEee REME RAIMARULEAV UT ge BAe (Soden chan tates sess Shan sentdgneniugeonsd treks steeee 2221 S. Keeler Ave., Chicago, Ill. 
eR TIRE Eigse ae8 goth vcs Soe aisios en searsekiwadkviessem risabiee caraecsnpehieeian R.F.D. 2, Gallipolis, Ohio 
Ra elle ely ui Gece zie edi ck Dani to wavs ans aves ecupceos coesbiasPaceensi 1321 State St., Little Rock, Ark. 
Pe ESS TSS il Ee RE se a or ae eel ne 324 5th St. N., Wahpeton, No. Dak. 
aR ETMECILEL PCAN, Unies cn Se eli sip cess gras cerns A anh ones Route 1, Loogoutee, Ind. 
REMAP GMOTDEL 9 Nee 8 nc ct dh an ctacicnis chan Oe Dh gdstoivantah 9338 Manister Ave., Chicago, IIl. 
SVC die itateace, Saath up sn ype anne epee oer Sand 127 Ledge St., Providence, R. I. 
Eras QTY 2 1 We rs 6 Spee ae te pe et ae ran Seat Martens Ferry, Ohio 
MTR CRVERER TC EE OI ES ETB ae ig oe Nepali hd ntacgrtsts sabvantesdng nnd ors 730 S. 18th St., Louisville, Ky. 
NAH a Pe eam 2a ee Sipe te eee ae yet ie a ee Ry 139 S. Cedar St., Niles, Ohio 
CPLR og EASY ea on aie eee OP EE SESS A SR od Roa 3 NPs at iy Se ee TO ee Shelbyville, Ill. 
PES YESS GD CST Rt ae Pa ne ee eee ee Se 112 N. H St., Oskaloosa, Iowa 
SAME TTS EVES NSS <5 Osc OA Cate chanel ccs seyeonsasadad ea assned iors dveveaes 1031 Wooster Rd. W., Barberton, Ohio 
eT LEE RS a Sd peaches ue ae hi Sold von pankruepaihaiehsiney 730 E. 6th St., Alton, Tl. 
TES LR ye AE REM ESEE TS) Aas SONS oA ee kt Oe ene ne epee 504—16th St., Birmingham, Ala. 
OST ORES SE Re aR A eel seca ep rey re a eee 516 Flint St., Rock Hill, S. Carolina 
ROTEL The A id BOS [OES See ee 103 Banerost Dr., Rochester, N. Y. 
Bema eRe Et SST TI EL A VOY SITIES coscc 520% concn consctes i vnass ecdastpinedacttciag 1909 Newburg Rd., Louisville, Ky. 
ce fee CS OS Loa NTS tel Gee Gee pe A eam ars ele EA ee ar ee eae Route 3, Pendleton, Ind. 
Ree U aL MEMNE IERIE 1 og See) eR Folk et coat ettsscs chat 515 E. Minnehaha, St. Paul, Minn. 
UENCE nt aN Shs Me SEE oa ee Oe Ae ted 622 W. Erie St., Spring Valley, II. 
Weitere bape ere tee, a eee ee ee ies oe hl aots 1802 Sycamore, Cincinnati, Ohio 
CRE ad SEE OG aR IN oR aie Aor ep Sn) ee eae aS ee nee R.F.D. 2, Amherst, Ohio 
LOWEN \WATLIC CIES 8 By ae ROS Are i: we lc aw ie ON Oe EA OR Der RS Beir Oelwein, Iowa 
PS ERS Sy Oia lhe Beets Baa Page See an Ore Oe ae ae any A Route 4, Newark, Ohio 
PAS e Goria TBREPTI NR SBS 8 es are) 00 Ea et en a nd ed 36 Oak St., Waterville, Maine 
RPO ELL Vem VI CETEE ete eri ia, osc Reha is tt oevcbe ac Dieta vvtascn ts Como Station Rt. 3, St. Paul, Minn. 
aS OSES Ty ee 2 ee re ee eer 3905 So. E. 5th St., Des Moines, Iowa 
UST Bg re 8 ON eae oes aN ie ee a 21101 Kenyon Dr., Maple Heights, O. 
NR SMA G St cae PNG Saas cc ive Page Lei sanizs ontkn sacgesenniosdeSoreansni 1416 S. 7th, Burlington, Iowa 
VLE Te OR STOETD |S Og St LG ASS ei Co a Soe ee eee 753 Ashland Ave., St. Paul, Minn. 
jo TPS ey PRLS Sa 2 Tey ea SN + ee aan ee ae 1741 Portland Ave., Minneapolis, Minn. 
(TESTIS AEP ig HS | MRSS Det VEE Aas re eS ee ee ere 622 S. 26th St., Louisville, Ky. 
TARA REY ERPUV IR CAN: oe Sitcot ORS oh Ss de can cece pecan eaten 2612 N. Market St., St. Louis, Mo. 
OSCR PL OS OAR et a ne Route 8, Minneapolis, Minn. 
PRET OE MOP oor ate vaca re cis Petar SPOT casos fun ah oas fukn pach vations 134 Roger Ave., Akron, Ohio 
OSS Da PS ORES ee ie eo ole a 3558 E. 156th St., Shaker Hts., Ohio 
Ane CCL pL peewee er ee PE ER tL, oli cesy Ae Rvsasach taste eee Ne Main St., Basil, Ohio 
[Peed Ov 6) a Bh ee Se 8 eee ee ee ee 1420 Jefferson St., N.E., Minneapolis, Minn. 
MA EGET yO as 5 MR 5b eT AS SES cdf Wisk wns techn ane ctv, 910 Nold Ave., Wooster, Ohio 
PRISESCCR MYON LITATIN, ©) tytn, cae ee te aac 8 cae, Sota babs ey: VERE ce eee de ER eae ts Cost, Texas 
Lnriaie CEES DR 68 ey teen te coco Aira an oe cee on On ec a es 125 So. Schuyler, Ottumua, Iowa 
go Rhee PIN Gg eas a 2 a Sa ene 1518 So. 61st Ave., Omaha, Neb. 
a Gye. (CMS T a Be A ene as | oh ae ee See ae 2117 N. Albany Ave., Chicago, III. 
EERE CTE S Ln ea ee re le ole et lg toe SF Mig Ek Pg a Dalton, Mass. 
OE LS pa A a 1204 Iram St., Brownwood, Texas 
BP eS Se en ee a a 259 Eastwood St., Geneva, Ohio 
SC TIDELEMIOITE EN Co, ec iris Ot cor, tee oa at c/o Gilbert Shoe Shop, Abiline, Texas 
OES ey RSE Sr US" Soy ga ES eer eros | eee, GY a Branford, Conn. 
RPOCOWREE) BOOTIE Gre hohe ocssccdsdaviccchvnndervexwlinesesosdescc¥ecck 1331 Jefferson St., N.E., Minneapolis, Minn. 
PERE RUAN Ey ess occas ks isescse Moesasdtnds chcaeaswedodoyrssarinvs 1329 Capitol Ave., Des Moines, Iowa 
pep Trae Ry A rag tea 8 SS a a Msgs Mig Ner eae Rock Rapids, Iowa 
aM SS aes See ER Winthros Ave., New Haven, Conn. 
EE RAE SS EE Ce a a oa eee 415 W. Seneca, Nowata, Okla. 
RT TES 8 Oe DY ee ener te a 37 Grover St., Centredale, R. I. 
ERT he ale Deals pe bool ssc sain iebdebencccdnec ecm. 15 Watch St., Rochdale, Mass. 
(tg ayes PN Nee RA as or Oa ae ae een ny San ea 117 Cottage St., Hillsgrove, R. L. 
OE REO BL ie EE Race ete a ee Anoka R. R. No. 3, Anoka, Minn. 
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Gress, Don Pen ove Washington, Ind. 
Gross, George Gustave BE At 446 Kingston Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y. 
oer aus, Leo F. 2914-A Arsenal St., St. Louis, Mo. 

Gustafson, Roy Ad. . 3708 N. Kedvale Ave., Chicago, Il. 
Halek, Stanley C. 3972 Tyler St., N.E., Minneapolis, Minn. 
Hand, O. H. oe rm Kanopolis, Kansas 
Harpster, Rex M. 312 12th, N.W., Mason City, Iowa 
Harrington, Earl F. maw ct 1125 Monroe St., Ottumwa, Lowa 
Harris, Samuel T. a en 2 5057 Kensington Ave., nd Louis, Mo. 
Hattley, Joseph W. sacedguiessoanjahcanazvarsaynneasicheddotnfiegeesdec ae LAGINGR, ACRIORED manne 
Haven, Dewey N. ; ae ASG ace eeen Beaver Dam, Ky. 
Heffner, James C. 1815% Ww. 12th, Litthe Rock, Ark. 
Heinsch, L. J. NE tees 3532 Park Ave., So., Minneapolis, Minn. 
Henrikson, Paul F. Ae cave 2540 N. 65th St., Omaha, Neb. 
Henry, Leo F. desssissracssssrises..3635 Lincoln Way, W., South Bend, Ind. 
Heppner, Charles J. << rat a ee _.......3120 Perkins Ave., Cleveland, Ohio 
Herrmann, Harold W. KR od, cee dRLR. No. 9, Sta. K. Coll, Hill, Cincinnati, Ohio 
Hess, Lawrence W. : EP ne ON Re ER ne ...... Route 1, Covington, Ohio 
Hetherington, H. A. ie BR ne tech Oe ett ot a ..... Paris, TL. 
Hickman, Elbert C. ee is) 5 Oe Me ares ace _R. F. D. 1, ‘Box 450, Battle Creek, Mich. 
Hilder, W. A. Find Sees MONS 6 xe a lL RN ae 1320 35th St., Galveston, Texas 
Milimmas: Goormge Wash ccct ise peer i ienad aie ces ed tans _e/o Earl Grimes, Marlette, Mich. 
Holbert, D. D. Kepcigi Abiaseceks ee: OF eth t! oy Vivien ip ........ 109 N, Wilbur Ave., Freeport, Il. 
Holm -Dotales. J, 3256 ois: 2t ese mane hae as 1953 W. Henderson St., Chicago, Ill. 
Bieta, nal Te 5c Sees eisc os eae a reeeetiates ora 3201 E. 50th St., Minneapolis, Minn. 
Huesman, Walter F. PAs 8 osc... ee ec Reh en ey dee cee 3912 Detroit Ave., Toledo, Ohio 
Hughes, Shirley Oe eNO Lae eke 1317 E. Main St., Muncie, Ind. 
Janéa, Frank J........2....... euonchaledelesdvsdvecisavedcesversossembdeiatboricmansrer 21 DICHAEOS Sta: Wercester, alae 
Jaroszewski, Francis Mo ..............0.0c0cccccccccccecccceseccceessesseesessessseeeees BOX 95, Mount. Rd., Seymore, Conn. 
Jatkola; Franks. Mise oi ee eee ee Waumandee, Wis. 
Johnson: AlbertP tit .a ie ee eR 1261—3rd St., No., Wisconsin Rapids, Wis. 
Jolmsen: Tareld Jo 2or eh eens creakes Se cee 781 E. Orange Ave., St. Paul, Minn. 
Johnson, Sanyo BAG te ee i Pe et re ae, 452 Center St., Winona, Minn. 
Johnson, W. L... dee eee es hee ED Me Pinar is ROME noe oo: 1157 N. 13th St, Paducah, Ky. 
Justus, Michael P.. BP 2 ES Ie POM ee 2545 N. St. Louis Ave. Chicago, Tl. 
Kéarns. Jamies i Mio sa. cococigsscscss ko incs ot ee Re a Anamosa, Towa 
Ratlsekey,. Pings Doi. 5003). dgateriarn ee oe ee 9805 Bessemer Ave., Cleveland, Ohio 
Kiesel, Merle: Lietoyicy 2. Fetch oe eA ate 617 Morton ’Ave., Aurora, Ill. 
Rliefoths, ‘Tlewary: Ciiig joc cocce-ccccuse ts tivtss oa tensastatr sien ert eae tae ee 733 11th St., Beloit, Wis. 
Rarinciet: Fo Wing b51 Se sca eli acne Be bk ME ie Route 3, Box 10, Warren, Ohio 
Monae? Card Fie Boe en ae es eats, PRS aly Wd ..... 2743 Seranton Rd., Cleveland, Ohio 
Ltoh,: Beanie sro ato ncht hes or eeOa tn Ae ee 2107—5th St., N.E., Minneapolis, Minn. 
Lanting: George, tee a hn bec nl al Pe ... Route 1, Crown Point, Ind. 
Lémiott:' Retorard toe ee ince 757 Covington Dr., Detroit, Mich. 
Lewis, Kenneth M............... boca jagtclcseistad ceubt heh eee eee ee 1656 E. Michigan St., Evansville, Ind. 
Lindgren, SArwid Boys atest hers Re aisligci te ee eS 3511 N. Sheffield Ave., Chicago, III. 
Lan doey: Deities, Asche leave issenh cso RGR EA eka A 626 Scotland Ave., Macomb, III. 
Lindstrons: Jeraimne Tia Oe ose de thctce sik bee ... Hamar, No. Dak. 
Catrle, Batank si. .cot eo ne, Cae ee te ES Ge 2455 Fairview Ave., Cincinnati, Ohio 
Rabat Rm hse i ee os a 4315 Victory Blvd., Travis, S. I., N. Y. 
bonis: Steve hiner. eo ee ee ee eee ..... 3410 Augusta St., Flint, Mich. 
Lovell, Walter Reo ficclcic. clits. 2 and eee Sen ee. 1023—8th Ave., So., St. Cloud, Minn. 
Lubrnariiths Wee. che enc oi ee. See .. Holbrook, Neb. 
MaeDonald,’ Rederiek 3 sch oh see ae ee 4139 2nd Blvd., Detroit, Mich. 
Maffed, Roberti os ee ee 8815 Avis Ave., Detroit, Mich. 
Matlott;s Williani0), Soe ee ecsaeaee ee ae Be ee tee eel? Route 5, Batavia, Ohio 
Mangold, Vernon A. sadhischesapennudeoodvees Misartstcatdte fete Beir Eee LO LO OT OME Vic Or oe inant oe Deere 
Marliere, Arthur P. Lp Pan EEe Sete MOM SI I ase a hd 430 So. Church St., Princeton, D1. 
Marsden; Phomag 0k cs tare viceretid ct. On. ee 4740 N. Karlovy Ave., Chicago, UL. 
Miansser, Aythrins Ju, i3 scchi eae ot acer es te ee 3707 Baltimore St., Toledo Ohio 
Mayo, bdward 29.66 nes dtsa ee Oe a ee 70 Crown St., Bridgeport, Conn. 
McAllister, Hu.......0.....0.c.cccceesee- Ae at ae eee ee ey oh 2 1085 Seyburn Ave., Detroit, Mich. 
MeConnell, Fred Ce poe ery RRR oo io Late. Nevada, Towa 
MeDiounid? Geral Weibel eckinee eee 1500 W. 33rd, Des Moines, Iowa 
MeF on, “Rome 6k oe ea haiti oe R.F.D. No. 2. Creston, Towa 
MeMathy Weil, Verret cree eee 547 Mill St., N.E., Columbia Heights, Minn, 
Mek hiltivig: Artin IW oo oi a CE ae oe ae 1358 ‘Dauphin St., Mobile, Ala. 
MeWhirt, Reubin R.. Pe Saco ae Seek hy ie see eee ...2227 Roosevelt Ave., Berkeley, Calif. 
Merfeld, L. N.............. TRS 5 Eee Meg ee ek td Dougherty, Iowa 
Milke, Lloge he Pac atrctot eas saan niekteean aoae 1346 “C” Ave., N.E., Cedar Rapids, Towa 


Miller, Frank O.. Ct cei Wea At UAL themida Ske LIU Oks SE, Waahthgton! D? C, 


UE ca PAY Cg tas se Sis, cade eS ae, a ns Sy P.O. Box 165, Lorman, Miss. 
RUMEN SUES UIE INS oh Re atc cos, Jesiadlss vote Eveixay sicooPages 3578 Independence Rd., Cleveland, Ohio 
Mimmack, James O.............c...00..- ee Sri s 9 Adccueedis aAbe ie 1614 New England Ave., Chicago, Ill. 
CUCL BS ATT Ft ey dliotipeetnd aie  e 433 Plainfield, Providence, rial, 
WOVE TEETER hee Ry, 5 Se ea eset discs waist sate vwaga pongo adi sen tees 234 Baker, Providence, R. I. 
NMRA ENS coo heats ace at yy kaos raoc seth iat oT axon ns Cage ace oh oe) 4926 Congress St., Chicago, II. 
Motsinger, Howard L...............:00.c00ceeen edie olsen eds TL gaan hs SERIE esa Harrisburg, Ill. 
BOR PRE PO NIRATITD Dh dee sic cxys choy esagsb st eGcg cane tscbvegasecngene and cBuidas- 5043 W. Superior St., Chieago, IL. 
CO ESM oD NE RES ton So i ot ere an Dee Re. 1108 N. LaSalle St., Indianapolis, Ind. 
URREE IEE COED IN EOE Pe, ee sso Pe katong naraei Panne caked avveioeadens Apt, 29, Court Apts., Fort Dodge, Iowa 
(CORD bel GLO ToS] NCTE eA i Re ce GN eer eee bos eis visee: ee 914 Commerce St., Dallas, Texas 
PUSS GR ES 8 ET CA UBRRISES, See pie ee See i eA ey or aS 530 State Road, Montevido, Minn. 
TMA PUMPER MAGENTO cic conc sngie Sovakiniessnsbaing<Baongane- > 69 Bedford St., S.E., Minneapolis, Minn. 
PR RIVEROME AE LOVE Lotte ere Sere res daa ser oi cvace es cxacsise Picecke ntver houses Le ee ee 42090 B, Longview, Wash. 
DA WY SVTU TEE Po ETHEL hh ae Re Ae I ere Rev 2, SO EE Tt 5070 Ashley Ave., Detroit, Mich. 
IMT TEMAS IR ec Sten Ses oc, OR he, Aces alesyinencabanardl irebokatiss 5100 E. Lotus St., St. Louis, Mo. 
IM RPINES WAE er eet Geer ee orcas Tt ear cannes sage ost etsrs 1582 Hart Ave., Detroit, Mich. 
[ES fai TiS PSG PER 2 co og Rp oie tier eA eee Poet scline £ hres Wathena, Kansas 
et TEA dl EW TOYS RL Dike oak A ie = Se oes Sn va 44 Pine St., Bar Harbor, Maine 
EO STE GEA A EERIE Shane 0 Span on een ae cee Rea aR et 5610 Park, Kansas City, Mo. 
fy SNA eS ST eg gee iad ae rier 6147 S. Racine Ave., Chicago, IIL. 
vg a ETS SG LA i UR ie chee a 413 W. Mechanie St., Shelbyville, Ind. 
Pe LCeP core CUR eae es le Saye as cok viesavngse ocean tbavannpdnsecdevioseys 502 E. 32nd St., Lorain, Ohio 
Pati a eC PC hc ee, Bessa shi asvdarvcestound esuston, 325 9th Ave., No., Hopkins, Minn. 
2 ocay ty, VON P ape ria lb Gh SR eee ee ee 177 Beacon St., Worcester, Mass. 
[2 CUTURTE TS oy ws Cand CU WS St yet ee 2704-A Goodfellow Ave., St. Louis, Mo. 
a aR ee os shar n svi o oonsigiegna has tp raat oatnaer 1144 E. 170th St., Cleveland, Ohio 
Pee Loom issclesaes were tee re ty fda, htt: dere ces cees Aenviece toad Mkt Mesa sco eds odie Wilsonville, Ill. 
Pav AUTEURS Ue reece ee oS PRR 6712-A Minnesota St., St. Louis, Mo. 
jercosenet’, WN WSL TET bal OR. ole 2 ae EE Sea ne ee 107 Second St., S.W., Crosby, Minn. 
ER ei et SMELL CNIE VOT ats tReet Oe | seco vcrscrin sade ec onsachastertceedaes 10920 S. Wabash Ave., Chicago, Il. 
Feefmene,, Tey AT tk eae SI eo enn eee ee ie Ac ee eS Box 355, Kinney, Minn. 
RaASMUBBETPATTOLON EN. dct ssc cceceoon Pr fc eT ea eR NT, ao aN enh eR, Boelus, Neb. 
EE cher TNn OER CLMMM ED gp TN AYE TCs O SO PD Meee ese ec, o-oo nce os etaka A seh caccsenstuisdh sas céurts catvn Bete 18 Pearl St., Newton, Mass. 
REINER EE DESE, BV cpt fie et Lk GES, ae, iasetayvativassi de ae CA vam aU Niantic, Conn. 
DRE EAM Oe ee. og tena piip env ap cceonins Vadkigiandun gad mark ec nnd ode NERS Lincoln, Neb. 
AV GHe LALO OLER De etre Meeme ORR POS 2.8. d eck clacousdaaes -nclsok coneotene devas eas ee 3008 117th, Toledo, Ohio 
Dr aRI RTA R MI RUNES EE OY Me ba vaitecsahenconpuest glides iain eadedadlyoxtserdo septal MOMENT Marion, La. 
Peers Gis UGTA TC eee Da Se i eee ee ne | 1430 S. Blvd., Rochester, Mich. 
EUTNCL CLES ELE UE OEP Sect est Re. eae Bas <5 ioe eave coed codes 320-A Collinsville Ave., East St. Louis, Il. 
LNG b ALMNPS gd 2A ae eS a Re oe 2225 W. Philadelphia, Detroit, Mich. 
Reobebism RODE UNOPMAND + ccc. fe fev oececkenpects ns MS | 1125 Blerrdon Pl., Richmond Heights, Mo. 
FPGRGrisGTR TCO Dim OMee nt Rca ee AIS Wy csatedicetancre 714 West North St., Mayfield, Ky. 
PEG HERECOTEMOLG Walle Eee Reed oS in et chit ua ais vauzsin ireviveeccer toot 4738 W. Monroe St., Chicago, Il. 
oUptre sh ONerEs Gu... :.4c Yo ee 5S ice a ee NL a Se ee Ellin P| Cazenovia, Wis. 
eae G REA ET CME WES NMR 2.05.05 isi acs eos oh tiv inn. nce Mates eves 1914 Alvin St., Toledo, Ohio 
POG, (eS ee OS ieee ee ee oe ee 909 Harrison St., Walkerton, Ind. 
CUS EB SCT SEIS Rare 8 RAR es, BL a ho -  APE ASE PR SPE et 8 _ Detroit, Michigan 
Ivete Tie D) avatlaL te een a eee ee es eee co we See R.F.D. 2, Laconia, N. H. 
ST ETM UVR DO LITNE Listy ert ee et Pe nee hte eas 244—12th Ave., N., Minneapolis, Minn. 
SEPeREEE COMES) | OLE ae Re ratty | de AE ee, ae ee 6 3716 N. Nordiga Ave., Chicago, Ill. 
GD CATTT CIA Ei Us, ih Ot ee ee. Re Nore S| ag oc ac, nema ap: eae Un SMM cae Atkinson, III. 
Scat GdIL TEA RS Via PS oe SEEM, ok Sore Hind, CAN eae a _R. F.D., Rochester, Mich. 
Sherman, WER eI eI eT eer ao roveiicncs- tudzcersvarietvanaes hee 788 Charles St., Galion, Ohio 
Shimmin, TWIST MEE. 2 aT een op ret brat eee Se 3922 Waburn Ave., Cleveland, Ohio 
Sli asivesien USVI bell Ope odie ae 2) Be Re Ra rele) ind Race eo mI. Se NER ean EPON oft RIBAS Mera oe Dayton, Ohio 
DOLE) ETECE LTD LIPE MER SpA EP ag vals ie ciantivlactaves Mecaieeos 212 E. Harrison. Royal Oak, Mich. 
Simon, OVETTIGLS [0e_ Sie RC GE ES ORR Sh ere Sk, Senne a ae 701 Shotwell St., San Francisco, Cal. 
STG R ADC, eee a ae a ae 662 E. 123rd St., Cleveland, Ohio 
POTTER LUT ENLACE PANE Gor es ee Se ee a Idaho City Rd., Boise, Idaho 
CEESOTA SE ELEN Sa" 1 1 0 RR Sa ee Ss nee On 1201 E. Wileox, Peoria, III. 
Smith, JAMes no, tae site: Sips, eR SAR ARORA eR RS: on 5M Ole «MES WEE Cottonwood, Minn. 
SS ARES AA eae eit 8 | Re es he 962 Moreland Ave., Indianapolis, Ind. 
SRS Sa) a eee ee eee Pelee lee es 69 Archer St., Freeport, L. L., N. Y. 
UL EMECEMENA TLLTCIATA el eens aren ee een en ee et ke cee el abd, _ Coushatta, La. 
Sparling wea VIC WS. .s.A.. hisses aoe ernie ok Renae Oa a 517 S. Cherokee St, ‘Saylorville, Ill. 
aS OREO REET IR esha A Sule cle cdap ca nvebsteindane 843 Chesterfield, Mt. Clemens, Mich. 
ene PERE NAP EONS Bi Ste, © Ue Sen adh oye -s eth iseaspecssdeod ssexsdenvessssmensetne > Cranston. St; Cransteny 1. 
SUES 1B ES Soe a ola ee eet ee I a ....Box 27, Star Route, Brunswick, Maine 
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Stevenson, Ralph L. 216 4th St., Moorhead, Minn. 
. Stokes, Henry C. 399 San Diego St., Akron, Ohio 
Strattman, Clarence C. Hollywood, Kansas 
Swan, Robert H. Route 1, Nealsville, N. C. 
Swartz, Leonard... 1451 Soe. Avers Ave., Chicago, Il. 
Talbert, Ransom C. 211 W. 3rd St., Hastings, Neb. 
Thomas, Cecil O. j Keosauqua, lowa 
Tobin, Walter W. ; ; . ..... 2016 Schiller Ave., Wilmette, II. 
Tombaugh, George H. , -ss1425 Collins Ave., Miami Beach, Fla. 
; Tonyan, Raymond P. mt SM SPOS TPR cH y re Fox Lake, Tl. 
. Traver, Charles W. ” PS Ne 558 Lincoln Ave., Sangus, Mass. 
Tyll, George W. es ; Route 8, Box 487, Toledo, Ohio 
Valentine, Haskell J... os Bock 3250 Lime ca Riverside, Calif. 
Vaughn, Charles C. a feat ye ee Route 3, Box 8, Huntingburg, Ind. 
Wacker, Carl C. sna visinas dualibipodarvinsigsidtbnicbeihiehasasina tease ea SOMME Se Oly Re ne 
Waiau, Leopold P.................... SALON en (eee ee or See Lihue, Kauai, Territory of Hawaii 
Walker, Donald L. Fe er ee ee ar ee OR ra SEN Re oa Ce UB SIR Ivydale, W. Va. 
f Ward, Homer H........ ; er aM Bh Og Os ......Neches, Texas 
I Wareing, Leslie K.... th, i eee en S. 1121 W. Tth Ave., Corsicana, Texas 
; Wargel, Claude H. Sbfleck Be eR Maryland St., Evansville, Ind. 
} Welshons, Albert H. 5 Agi sass sda kaint nance inv lbvainl@sin-iyigsae euhcad eases CTT eS ee Runnells, Iowa 
; Westphal, Roger W...... nnanisddprcesqsounessgearisvesnrarsecvasssea ROOM 1, BOX Gat, DARCKINERED (aku nmeee 
; Wharton, H. C.......... Be IE ee nT cco ens ene he oe | 716 E. Townsend St., Milwaukee, Wis. 
AGEN. PM abeteol Stet) Sie 2 ee eee a ee ee 1230 Carrico Ave., Louisville, Ky. 
Ty Ahbaetnies | DR TROSE Weare) Bec tS eee ss ots esl cas ed wean ancien as Sunset Hill, Bethel, Conn. 
CS sR, POR ee S.C Pe Agen SOI AMD eA Liberty, Mississippi 
1 PEO. SONNE ae Biel e ks eee ee ee 5233 S. Wolcott Ave., Chicago, II. 
HEADQUARTERS COMPANY wot 
Biblolt Blo weer Fi ae tapes chp scsenc senna apis s ges sina eldna toting sah cena caaa iad 
Addington, He Pe Mere tecgee weer St SS ice ee 514 South 21st St., Paducah, Ky. 
Armstrong, Randolph. eee eee BE RNa fee ere re Oe 2501 N. Calvert St., Baltimore, Md. 
Ta gs BB Re peer e rn OMA ie e P ee 417 Aurora Ave., St. Paul, Minn. 
Avallone: Frank. Jr oe ee, Pid ot en Pe eee 37 Kermit St., Woonsocket, R. a 
Avmeleiia. |S tremine 2505. sk oe ete naam 1269 N. Rosedale Dr., Dayton, Ohio 
hip T erated, Sopa 8 res ici deg toss taney saul ins Xs duc sAicoi anne eee eaeengr dae Solomon, Kansas 
Fie Bre TOC WCAT 0h ks cre ice ei aactissantdseynexerumnn tee Ms 2430 West 15th St., Cleveland, Ohio 
Bahia’ Goorna’ Bho. 22 nna atot shine ns ccenatacnaes 733 No. Stevens St., Springfield, Ill. 
PakoikeRobt, Dj. te otek eed Sone 1271 Osceola Ave., St. Paul, Minn. 
Bales? Willian Gr tee a ee eee 2574 Cypress Way, Cincinnati, Ohio 
| iar eines Ba sina. Beate sd del a ecstcath acensl nay ce bubeirAeaaiaie 122 Halladay Ave., Suffield, Conn. 
J Barrien- te rear De So ine ld ee ic el ee Philadelphia, Tennessee 
Pee Rie aah ee Sante acetate ooo essa Steadicc: ahooceee ne 1292 Kentucky Ave., Akron, Ohio 
SOT RES ee Sil ee a oe eR ee An 2 19309 Exeter, Detroit, Mich. 
a Betlach, Jesse D......... BES, oe EO Oe ee 103 Orlen Ave., S.E., Minneapolis, Minn. 
J hi yr ado Rae Pa 2 odie Meee ne pare ROR TO, Sane Pee Es «7 629 N. Grant St., Indianapolis, Ind. 
; reg Ba, (Mab ge LY Cee oe ene oe One Leer! 1011 3rd St., Moorehead, Minn. 
Boudoin, FER AES cere SIC Nm OS. Tenia een ree By 1323 N. Rampart St., New Orleans, La. 
i RiGee ha: Cee oo eign etait ght vost eae 4103 Hartford, St. Louis, Mo. 
{ ig A | Ab 2 ee ear So PEDERI ele ECR, Sf 636 Piedmont Dr., Shreveport, La. 
| Brittendalls Walter Bia 0 dee 125 S.E. 30th St., Portland, Oregon 
j Bevinmatte? bo Dee tn oe ee et ee a ere 411 West 13th St., Trenton, Mo. 
Wacker: Jack Morris 6 isi hci eae cuncaied e ee General Delivery, Flynn, Texas 
} BEN Y PEG SCO Bio cheetherec ssc diven lds Ueno 737 S. Edith St., Albuquerque, N. M. 
id Wo ereriial; ecto ply, JW isis von ida vce segsi svete ans 1823 Church St., Evanston, Il. 
f —, Burris, “Ghiester:. 1; eee Oe sce 4302 N. Classen Blyd., Oklahoma City, Okla. 
¥ Bocanchy, Geta PFN osc case tliat 5 eg toe nos oce dies Sacni esi ton 20 N. Stone St., Lagrange, III. 
{ Buble, Reeve o008 2 etn RR ys sncervnspsmrneincatsnbelben nanan 10337 S. Prairie Ave., Chicago, Tl. 
} Butt, iranles Eee: Beis. co Ee ess once cns tase cance Slee ee Box 90, Route 4, Burlington, Wis. 
Calicehia, - Wittig: 12... 5 50ie-:n.c Rp Ate vininlecesics boss eh eee tana. _ Providence, R. I. 
Conter, Alfred Gi..54.5.6..2)... casa ae ss csbsdicigs darn 62 Sterling Ave., Providence, R. I. 
Cartet: A. Be ete oa tiki agrees ott oa aaa 729 Raquette St., Nacadoches, Texas 
1 Caventien Matarbie® W 5 cssiinsceetar tesla e 507 Lyons Ave., Jeffersonville, Ind. 
Chaney, Leo 0...............:..... $0 ee galas ihe an MoD wok eae 5524 Hodiamont Ave., St. Louis, Mo. 
Gharront, "Tharsis 0550655508 820). Sicen.sicceetiadasts cee 3534 Harding, Detroit, Mich. 
Clampitt, Curtis S.... cay tehpetacls she Un cts bit a ae Sa Route 1, Dugger, Ind. 
Clark, Kenneth P...... raaluavtidld cxkeaidVs lind cess oooiucer oS ER eel ain . Route 1, Winchester, Ky. 
Clarkadi CHRNIOSi eek Seth. ee a ee Valliant, Okla. 
Citivota) Walter, Bia iisiisigs tae. ear. REO Sop Re ee 3022 Columbus, Minneapolis, Minn. 
GCosge.O: Micto5-ctsadh ats: Sate a es meena 1450 21st Ave., San Francisco, Cal. 
156 


REE OMI ON hk Std Ie a aie cea hota nn seipasoeitaciveieysnamider @oeeisitesersdees 130 Lorraine Ave., Neenah, Wis. 


RN EO Mah acai Dede iek fe carts avii teases svicioinadon ndaavysrie it sdneyavi 600 26th St., Richmond, Calif. 
NI ON EAE cle ILA PaO Gos vic dchcfo dans vydpnncetnsnesaniactns ase adiag ante nsaue eon ncinevaae chad Maverick, Texas 
UCM MEE MDINER Man OCS ch, his vn sth Gans veh gnes denny ainig saan oe dvinsyonneo ent prasiieiiiies 419 King Ave., Columbus, Ohio 
NEEM TN eu cakincd ns tater css cian nlgr oes sun ipiov ao tsck oy oto edi 956 18th Ave., No., Seattle, Wash. 
TS att CEA STR TCE ele Se «RE aE SEE ea Route 5, Andalusia, Ala. 
NN TARE PERO WANE Met chuscadpa ciressussaPanehuepa ch apailbaataserig atti nmesanece ooksbel 5800 Drew Ave., S., Minneapolis, Minn. 
Sy RIS abode cs ecm enn ssG tora rh nek cont tones gions ae 4900 N. Hermitage Ave., Chicago, III. 
Be | heer ee ee ee ee c/o Federal Reserve Bank, Nashville, Tenn. 
TURE TALON TS Belek ich in igetasicclrS i eeinren cvs ovaAiiesieonacioresh AB 43 Anson St., Derby, Conn. 
ENR RM TT CRON I et pei aca tad ca tps Mareen varia cag pcb ota pind beasts dea ean oni nedts Soe Fargo, N. D. 
ME NIN I edn aS ona cals sh bres an san tat coir kZocennes 738 Lynch St., S.W., Grand Rapids, Mich. 
a Te NS i ee Ef Nernst rishi nansdhnecniivda gina voy saetapeer bined acid 69 Dewhurst Ave., Bedford, Ohio 
Ep TPE QU UP RSE Se eS LS eh A Gee ee ee ons nee nee Oe 2815 10th S.W., Canton, Ohio 
IES yy yt Pe kgh oft aos lan PSE oh Sil Ge a es ne eee 13026 Houston Ave., Detroit, Mich. 
BREA ERE SAN 0 ean aad statin be ceachee crv eiders Becdoctesosuendeskis Route 3, Box 358, Albuquerque, N. M. 
en Py eee cok Ge a cone ne ne rE co Fe er 28 Wilkins St., Hudson, Mass. 

UMM MNROPRED: EIU ce eet Nd Seat Dar pu Po nsdn nis ocd da vsvav tals codvaas dyads R.R. No. 2, Dam 48, Evansville, Ind. 

RNIN 2 ee Ne ico Me Man aces a's ng oF bash dk pant veasianvaisathansTOAa 1524 Chippena St., Flint, Mich. 

MN oe RO nee oe Meese ste esestea ackrs ances hariecsepspeeteendkompaeebuarai tps botee eae Beaman, Iowa 
ENCE CURR cote ge Pe RES cas ditehinaiavehcnvil oes yoanan tis viene thd 4348 Maypole Ave., Chicago, Il. 
PR Cea TEE AN 5 MEE ent Seite dict vedo Hagin evar eancternaic im ME, bax A Wauchula, Fla. 
ONE RS Se ACAD alee Ee el AR,“ aR Pen Oe a a oe 945 N. Martha, Dearborn, Mich. 
OE 2D CEA See Ro le eA a a eC 202 Lobes Ave., Pacific Grove, Calif. 
PETA eRe SATA DS he rch aoe st oe Resa rag ode dad sind cn ss Ruch oe vou Man epnsaneete, 428 W. Chestnut, Louisville, Ky. 
PRIN RN eB. O edshacien OER Aye ccd eiscsiins nn tua vinovselustvinasivdes stones D-18 Victory Rd., Ogden, Utah 
er GRUeIRO DELEE Us ce edt ere recage i hv iothacidessacdsg tens a Oe 732 Ohio St., Ashland, Ohio 
ePIC RSUI ENE OS TEEN eos bg o1cs Soba isc betes 2k. stro s Faouins «ieee Sayethilea sudhayonenss 902 N. Locust St., Mt. Vernon, Ind. 
RON IRE TL  g |  a h ole ho Se ROE a vasa vest suomeiiy ka Sfas ga MRC chiang ae TAS ada Modesto, Calif. 
BY sec LATE IN ee ete rhs ae al wk bata Ra Nukes etns 1008 15th St., S.W., Birmingham, Ala. 
TD ODL Eg a AMR TR ope i ane eo On eo a 17950 Ridgewood Ave., Lansing, Ill. 
BICESUSNG AR Recse LOIN Ge er eee) PERS hoo. cnas duanns Tresabbbuscsive Sivees 2362 S.E. 59th Ave., Portland, Ore. 
MO TPERY WERK) © CLP AE rk hee ei sc (os ieesos ochskawazstl dackspu Siesta Veiues 1009 S. Cedar Lake Rd., Minneapolis, Minn. 
HIRIEO TECH WE GROG’ Hie, eee Fete, ere eee cus cases sigh name ne TE 40 Autumn St., Everett, Mass. 
UMEBUR COMBE RA Mie eas, tas and sasesdt acta tie tigs ooh as toot emetigedseczineg 7407 Prarie Ave., Chicago, II. 
Chea Ceice dd Rega * ietde 1 AE a Re 2a a ee 6418 Mercer St., Houston, Texas 
Garland, RACHAEL GE et er PRI ea aR ol Soha ed scassalenesansteoas PActasabes sew Rt 7701 S. Halsted St., Chicago, Il. 
Gideon, Richard K............. 2 a thle ee Cee en, vee 1241 Pennsylvania Ave., Washington, D. C. 
Gillette, WMS RES tee Ss ee ee a el Ee ee ee Great Barrington, Mass. 
Ra SRE EO RUN EAINE Loa cht Sedicretiesctetcess ossdictes ihc dhciiaMeinianncc DOG LOth- St. Ballinger; T exe 

reap irony, Vor Grp ld Cob d, Se: Bee ST Oe ee ae ee ee eee 2616 N. Haynes Ave., Chicago, IM. 
Mee EPEC COLD CMA eI ee ee eo Sky li oe soca acaes ws ceenceee ss he Postoffice, Mt. Vernon, Ind. 
OPEC IF AMES EC AT Cie Mee ee eed he Fa cet iets Sesashus edad ceabapur Gadonststeaborecn ios Route 3, Fayette, Ala. 
SMM U MEME CLE DIREIN HREM 0 520. ase aes vis desis denote cl xaos per sesdewsnepncadsisé 5120 Maple Lane, Indianapolis, Ind. 
ct ei See a on Cee ON 111 Rosegold St., Franklin Square, N. Y. 
MSRASH LEV) ONES Cates nce a, Ray sche coh aol dis oct hcdtvhvscsee evs adel hee acoeesa RG russ R. FD. No. 2, Cadiz, Ohio 
CEST RUB seas lo deas artis She SPE eR ore Columbia County, Kinderhook, N. Y. 
ERA Sys AMEN GT Wie 2, Sl ell a Ro ee OE 11508 St. Aubin, Detroit, Mich. 
RAEI WN ED eM epg os cose geass oes stone <iietocvdsves Sndeveestrvenncsnivee 805 Clinton St., Flint, Mich. 
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